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INFORI4ATION RECEIVED FROI4 ORGANS AND ORGANIZATIONS
OF THE (AITED NATIONS SYSTEM

UNITED NATIONS CENTRE T'OR HUMAN SETTI,EMENTS (HABITAT)

I. Follo!,ring the adoption by the Corunission on Hunan Settlenents of resolution
3/I entit.led "Assistance to the pafestinian people", officials of the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlenents (Habitats) net with the Perftanent Observer of
the PaLestine Liberation Organization to Habitat. Subsequently, the Executive
Director wrote td the Palestine Liberation Organization requesting its views and
advice on ho$ Habitat could best provide assistance to the palestinian people in
the field of human settlements. Habitat has subsequently been in continuous
contact with the Pernanent Observer in Nairobi regarding this natter. The
Pernanent Observer has inforned Habitat that he has conveyed its communication to
lhe headquarters of his organization in Baghdad and that he worrld conmun icate i.rith
the Centre as soon as a response was recei.ved. In the meantine, a number of
possible aclivities are being explored for assistance to tie parestinian people j"n
the field of hunan settlenents, For example, Habitat plans to organize a couse on
managenent and public housing prograrnmes, including sites and services, for
countries in the l'liddle East and North Africa r.rh i ch will include the provision of
fell"owships for sui.tably qualified palestinians. pursuant to cenerar i\ssenbly
resolution 3237 (xxrx) of 22 November Lg'14, the patesti.ne Liberation organization
has also been invited to participate in the annual sessions of the Corunission on
Hurnan Settlenents.

2. The Executive Director has aLso been in touch with the United Nations
Developrnent Progranme (UNDP) regarding the reconmendations of the interagency lask
force on assistance to Lhe palestini.an people, which had been established by the
Administrator of UNDP. particularty those related to hunan settlernents (housing).
As Habit.at had participated in and contributed to the work of this interagency task
force, the Executive Director enquired how ltabitat could assist in the
inplen€ntation of the project.s that had been identified in th i.s particular field.
UNDP indicated in reply that t}le occupying authorities had given pernission for
acti4n to begin on sone of the projects in the West Rank and caza which had been
approved by the UNDP Governing Council. including one related to training in the
field of housing, and that these authorities had further specifically requested
that UNDP itself should be the soLe execuEing agency for the projects,

3. A major activity in rih ich qabitat was involved was the preparation of the
report of lhe Secretary-General on the living conditions of the palestinian people
in the occupied Arab territories, pursuant to ceneral Assembly resolution 34/LI3,
In an effort to ensure a ba.Ianced and expert view. Habitat recruited the services
of three expert consuLtants to prepare the required report. fn the comprebensive
and analytical report that resulted t^/35/533 and Corr.l), Lhe experts addressed
thenselves to severar aspects of the living condi.bj.ons of the palestinian people
and identified the various factors which deterrnine or influence tbe quality of life
of the Arab poputation in the Arab towns and villages within the occupied
ter r i tor ies .


