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The neeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATION I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND
CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED I N THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND I N
THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS, AND STUDY
OF SPECI AL PROBLEMS WHI CH THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES FACE I N THEI R EFFORTS TO
ACHI EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS, | NCLUDI NG

(a) PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RI GHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF
LI VING FORElI GN DEBT, ECONOM C ADJUSTMENT PCLI Cl ES AND THEI R
EFFECTS ON THE FULL ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND, | N PARTI CULAR
ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DECLARATI ON ON THE RI GHT TO
DEVEL OPMENT;

(b) THE EFFECTS OF THE EXI STI NG UNJUST | NTERNATI ONAL ECONOM C ORDER ON
THE ECONOM ES OF THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES, AND THE OBSTACLE THAT
THI'S REPRESENTS FCOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF HUVAN RI GHTS AND
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

(agenda item5) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1997/17-20, 106, 110, 112, 115 and 120;
E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ NGO 9; E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 12 and Corr.1; E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1995/11;
A/ C. 3/ 51/ 6)

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATI ON OF THE RI GHT TO DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 6)
(continued) (E/CN. 4/1997/21 and 22; E/ CN. 4/1997/ NGO 2)

1. M . SANDOVAL BERNAL (Col ombia) said that, the international community
was still far fromagreeing on a strategy to create favourable conditions for
the realization of the right to developnment. |If nations or their population

groups were deprived of access to the basic requirenents for equitable and

i ntegrated devel opnent, there would be a pernmanent danger of war and the
future of the species itself would be affected. It was in the interest of al
countries to realize the right to devel opnent, which should not be a point of
contention between North and South, but rather a point of convergence, as
human rights concerns had been thus far

2. To facilitate devel opnent, it was necessary, inter alia, to guarantee
equitable trade relations, pronote the transfer of technol ogy, stimulate

i nternational cooperation, coordinate the macroeconom c policies of different
countries and strengthen environnmental protection. Priority should be given
to providing access to new technol ogi es, scientific advances and cultura
devel opnent and, at the national level, to strengthening denocracy,

eradi cating extreme poverty and guaranteeing the right to education

3. As Chairman of the Myvenent of Non-Aligned Countries, Colonbia sought to
pronot e di al ogue between devel oped and devel oping countries to elimnate the
obstacles to devel opnent. The Centre for Human Rights and the

I nt ergovernnmental Group of Experts on the Right to Devel opnent al so had
important roles to play in that area. Since realization of the right to

devel opnent was a shared responsibility, there was no room for paternalistic
consi derations. The aimwas to pronpote justice, dignity and peace in the

gl obal village by respecting the self-determ nation and cultural diversity of
peopl es.
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4, M. Tae-Yul CHO (Republic of Korea) said that, when discussing the
current agenda itens, the nenbers of the Commission did not display the
expected | evel of conmmon commitnent to the realization of economc, social and
cultural rights. Instead of rehashing theoretical or political argunents,
they shoul d focus on devel opi ng specific actions and programes.

5. He wel comed the practical proposals contained in the progress report of
the Intergovernnmental G oup of Experts on the Right to Devel opnent
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 22) and hoped that the G oup would be able to devise a nore
conprehensive and action-oriented strategy before the Commi ssion's next

sessi on.

6. While the international comunity had come to recogni ze that economic
social and cultural rights were as inportant as civil and political rights, it
must al so recogni ze that one category of rights could not be prompted at the
expense of the other; in particular, |lack of devel opment could not be invoked
to justify the abridgenent of internationally recognized human rights. His
own country's single-mnded quest for national reconstruction had often in the
past been pursued at the expense of denocracy and even of human rights and
fundanmental freedons.

7. Its experience had shown that econonmic and social devel opnent was a
crucial elenment in the pronotion of human rights and denocratic devel opnent
but al so that econom c devel opnment which did not enhance respect for human
rights and denocracy was a hollow victory at best. Econom c devel opnent did
not automatically guarantee the enjoynment of human rights; Governnents and
peoples had to work hard to achieve it. Regional and global efforts were

i ndi spensabl e for pronoting economic, social and cultural rights but they mnust
be preceded by self-initiated actions at the national |evel

8. Over the | ast decade, the Republic of Korea had shared its experience
bilaterally and nmultilaterally. Its official devel opnment assistance had
amounted to US$ 116 million in 1995. Although that represented a snal
percentage of the country's gross national product (GNP), the anmpunt was
expected to increase rapidly in the comng years. His country would al so
organi ze co-financing arrangenents for specific projects and would continue to
send experts to, and receive trainees from other devel oping countries under
t he programmes of the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KO CA). By
2010, his Government planned to provide technical training for over 30,000
peopl e from devel opi ng countries; in 1996-1997, it would conduct training
programes for over 2,300 people.

9. M . HERNANDEZ BASAVE (Mexico) said that, while the internationa
comunity was nore aware than ever before of the need to pronmote human rights
and fundanental freedons, poverty was increasing throughout the world. One
fifth of the world' s population lived in extrene poverty, while the richest

20 per cent received nearly 83 per cent of worldw de incone. It was therefore
i mportant to strengthen the concept of the right to devel opnent in all the
programes of international organizations and financial institutions, and in
the structural adjustnment programmes carried out with the participation of the
Bretton Wods institutions. Poverty, which affected all countries,
constituted a denial of human rights, and he wel comed the procl amati on of the
first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty.
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10. Hi s del egati on supported the approach taken by the Intergovernnenta
Group of Experts on the Right to Devel opnment and nost of the proposal s put
forward in chapter Il of its report (E/ CN. . 4/1997/22). Priority should be

gi ven to addressing the problem of external debt, so as to reverse the flow of
financial resources from devel oping to devel oped countries; inmproving and
stabilizing conmodity prices; stopping the absurd waste of noney on armanents
and elimnating coercive econonic neasures, the extraterritorial application
of donestic |laws and the use of human rights as an instrunent of trade
protectionismor for narrow econom c or political ends.

11. Mexi co's public expenditure in 1996 had anpbunted to US$ 26.5 billion

or 53 per cent of the Governnent's budgetary expenditure and 9.1 per cent of
the country's GOP. O that anobunt, 86 per cent had been allocated to
education, health care and poverty reduction, especially in rural areas. In
real terms, the social-devel opnment budget had been 2.5 per cent higher in 1996
than in 1995 and the 1997 budget would represent a 9 per cent increase over
the 1996 budget. Hi s Governnment was thus striving to honour its conmtnent to
guaranteeing the right to devel opnent.

12. M. PLORUITI (Argentina) said that all human rights were interrel ated
and nust be addressed in a balanced way. Wile political denocracy was the
foundation for the enjoynent of those rights, it could not guarantee themin
t he absence of social justice.

13. Argentina had revitalized the potential of its econony and society by
enphasi zi ng good governance, fiscal discipline, accountability in the
management of public finances, |egal equality between national and foreign

i nvestments and the fight against corruption. |Its processes of State reform
and regional econom c integration sought to raise its people's standard of
living. The two basic pillars of those changes were political freedom and
econom ¢ freedom

14. The i medi ate costs of economc reformwould be anply offset by the
ongoi ng benefits of interaction with the world econony. The Southern Common
Mar ket ( MERCOSUR) was a vehicle for such interaction. Mreover, the

i nterregi onal franmework agreenment concl uded between MERCOSUR and the European
Uni on woul d strengthen economic, political and cultural ties between the two
groups of countries.

15. Peopl e were at the centre of devel opnent efforts. |In seeking econom c
growt h through liberalization, countries nmust bear in mnd that their primry
obj ective was not just to respect human rights, but also to pronote and
strengt hen them

16. Educati on and scientific and technol ogi cal devel opnent were essentia

for generating conpetitive advantages in a world where know edge had becone a
val uabl e resource. Accordingly, Argentina had extended the period of

mandat ory basic education to 10 years and was noderni zing its school curricula
and infrastructure. Prinmary education was virtually universal, and enrol nent

i n secondary education had increased by 24 per cent. New policies were being
devel oped for the national universities to guarantee quality and equity, and
their budget had been increased by 75 per cent.
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17. His CGovernnent's plans in the cultural sphere included constitutiona
recognition of the cultural identity of indigenous peoples and their right to
bilingual and intercultural education, the establishnent of a regiona
headquarters of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura

Organi zati on (UNESCO in Buenos Aires and the upgradi ng of the Secretariat of
Culture to the status of a State secretariat.

18. After two years of difficulties caused by the external crisis,
Argentina' s econony had entered a high-growth phase which woul d hel p reduce
unenpl oyment and yield benefits for all of its people, especially the

needi est. Econonmic growth nmust be geared to ensuring the well-being of the
peopl e, since human rights took precedence over federal and ordinary |aw

19. M. ZAHRAN (Egypt) said that nothing had been done to inpl enent

the 1986 Declaration on the Right to Devel opment. As the world econony grew,
the rich were getting richer and the poor poorer. Inconme in 70 devel opi ng
countries was actually |lower than in the 1960s, and 17 per cent of the world's
popul ation was living in poverty. The inplenmentation of the right to

devel opnent needed the cooperation of all concerned and nmust be based on
respect for the principles of international |aw and nmutual respect.

20. Econom ¢ gl obal i zati on posed greater challenges to the devel opi ng
countries and a greater threat of instability, which was bound to affect the
human rights situation in those countries. The devel oped countries had not
fulfilled the pl edges they had nmade, and human rights violations in the
devel opi ng countries were the result. The inplenmentation of the right to
devel opnent was a neans of conbating poverty and ending conflict. Measures
were needed to prevent the inequitable distribution of the devel opnent
dividend fromleading to further injustice.

21. The devel opi hg countries needed to be protected fromthe damagi ng
effects of the new international trade rules. Action was needed to conbat the
instability of the conmmpdity markets, and to ensure that financial resources
flowed fromthe devel oped to the devel opi ng countries and not the other way
round. There was an increasing tendency for the devel oped countries to inpose
new trading conditions, relating to environnmental requirenments or working
conditions for exanple, in an attenpt to cancel out the main advantage of the
devel opi ng countries, nanely, their |abour-intensive, |ow wage economn es.

22. The international conmunity must review the inpact of structura

adj ust rent programmes and i ndebtedness on the right to devel oprment, taking
into account the views of the devel oping countries. The devel oped countries
must also fulfil their pledges, particularly that to devote 0.7 per cent of
their GNP to official devel opnment assistance; a nonitoring body was needed to
oversee that measure. There was also a need for a working group to | ook
carefully at the inpact of the actions of transnational companies on the
econom es of devel oping countries and their right to developnment. Human
rights shoul d not be used as an excuse for protectionismor a tool to exert
pressure or inpose unfair trading conditions.

23. The Centre for Human Ri ghts nust produce a progranme to dissen nate
i nformati on on the pronotion and inplenentation of the right to devel opnent.
There was a need for greater coordination between the specialized agencies,
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the international financial institutions and other international organizations
to define progranmes which respected the right to development. Finally, he
hoped that the next session of the Intergovernnmental G oup of Experts on the
Ri ght to Devel opment woul d be open to all interested parties.

24. M. ZI ARAN (Observer for the Islamic Republic of Iran) said that little
progress had been nmade in inplenmenting the 1986 Declaration on the Right to
Devel opnment. The right to devel opnent had often been treated as a
second-cl ass right, and attenpts had been nmade to limt its scope. The right
to devel opnent was a right of peoples as well as of individuals, and it al so
covered relations between States, so that responsibility for inplementing it
was shared between citizens, States and international organizations. He did
not agree that it needed to be redefined in the |light of dramatic changes in
the world, as had been suggested during the deliberations of the

I ntergovernnmental Group of Experts on the Right to Developnent. [|f that
argunment was accepted, all human rights would have to be revi ewed.

25. The mandate of the Group of Experts was to develop a practical strategy
for the inplenentation and pronotion of the right to development. It should
thus focus on the elimnation of obstacles to inplenentation, the
transboundary i npact on human rights of State policies and the policies of

i nternational organizations, the creation of a fair international economc
environnent, and the setting up of review mechanisnms. Although the right to
devel opnent had political, econonic, social and other dinmensions, it had yet
to be incorporated in the programmes and activities of internationa

or gani zati ons, which nmust becone nore proactive

26. He agreed with the calls for greater openness in the working nmethods of
the G oup of Experts, and hoped that States and NGOs woul d be able to
participate in the Goup's future sessions.

27. M. CARRI LLO ZURCHER (Observer for Costa Rica) said that the Vienna

Decl arati on and Programme of Action had enphasi zed that denocracy, devel opment
and respect for human rights were nutually reinforcing and interdependent
concepts. That fact had | ong been understood in his country, which had
abolished its arny in 1949 and reall ocated the defence budget to education
health and social security, with the result that Costa Rica enjoyed a
relatively high Ievel of human devel opnent.

28. The persi stence of econonmic and social inequalities in the world had not
only reveal ed i nadequacies in the neans of wealth creation and distribution
but had also led the international conmunity to consider the right to

devel opnent as both an individual and a collective right. Many countries, far
fromenjoying the benefits of econom c gl obalization, were sinmply being

si del i ned by the devel opnents in comruni cations, conputers and bi ot echnol ogy.
They were nostly, but not exclusively, developing countries; workers in

i ndustrialized countries were also suffering fromhigh rates of unenpl oyment.

29. Hi s CGovernnent had responded to the chall enge of the energing
devel opnent nodel by thoroughly restructuring its econony so as to encourage
greater productivity and conpetitiveness. It had achi eved econom c growth and

di versification agai nst a background of denpcracy and social stability, by
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foll owi ng a nodel devel oped by the Alliance for the Sustainable Devel opnent of
Central Anerica, which pronoted econom c devel opment while protecting the
envi ronnent .

30. Structural adjustment policies and austerity neasures were sonetinmes
carried out at the expense of the well-being of individuals or popul ation
groups. The international financial institutions subordinated individua
wel |l -being to the availability of resources but the individual human being
shoul d be the central concern of all devel opnent efforts. H's Government
consi dered programmes to inprove the well-being of individuals and groups to
be an investnent. Investnent in health, for exanple, was extrenely
cost-effective; investnment in education, social programes and housing
contributed to the preservation of famly and community values and a nationa
identity.

31. Fi nanci al gain could be seen not only as the driving force behind
econom c activity but also as a nmeans of realizing human rights. However, for
that to be so, the international conmmunity nust consider the well-being of

i ndi vidual s and groups as an integral part, not a side-effect, of the

devel opnent process. He therefore urged the international financial
institutions and the Governments of the industrialized countries to

i ncorporate that idea into their policies, and to becone nore aware of the

i npact of economic activity on fundanmental human rights.

32. M. BOHR (International Organization for the Devel opnent of Freedom of
Educati on) said that econom c, social and cultural rights did not receive the
same treatnment as other human rights within the United Nations system The
argument that such rights were not justiciable was nerely an indirect way of
denying their existence. |In actual fact, the bracketing together of those
three categories of rights, although historically justified, was not very
appropriate. Human rights could be viewed only as indivisible and

i nterdependent reflections of different aspects of the human person. The
right to education, for exanple, was undoubtedly a civil and political right
as well as an economic, social and cultural one.

33. It was high tinme that the international comunity adopted a nore serious
approach to economc, social and cultural rights. The Conm ssion should
appoi nt thematic special rapporteurs on each of the rights concerned,
especially those that had hitherto received | east attention, and should
authorize a study of the right to education and cultural rights, particularly
fromthe standpoint of the right to identity. Lastly, the position of the
right to devel opnent on the Conmi ssion's agenda should be changed in order to
bring out the human and cul tural dinmensions of that right and not just the
econoni ¢ aspect.

34. M. POPOVIC (Sierra Club Legal Defence Fund, Inc.) said that the

Commi ssion had had nearly three years to consider the final report on human
rights and the environnent by the Special Rapporteur on the Sub-Commi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities (E CN. 4/1994/9 and
Corr.1). The proposal by the delegation of the Marshall Islands - which he
hoped woul d be accepted - that the Comm ssion should make human rights and the
environnent a sub-item of its agenda and request a report fromthe High

Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts on preventive neasures to address the human
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rights violations caused by environmental destruction provided the Conm ssion
with the opportunity to formalize consideration of the issue and explore ways
of addressing it effectively.

35. VWil e agreeing with the view expressed by some States that the

Commi ssion was not an appropriate forumto address environmental issues

per se, his organization believed that it was the Comm ssion's duty to address
the human rights inplications of environmental destruction, as exenplified by
the two reports on the adverse effects of the illicit novenent and dunpi ng of
toxi ¢ and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoynment of human rights
(E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 17 and E/CN. 4/1997/19). It was to be hoped that the Specia
Rapporteur on the topic would have the opportunity to carry out her mandate in
full, including the conpilation of a list of victinms of toxic dunping.

36. M. MXIL (War Resisters International) said that the realization of
econom c, social and cultural rights could not be achieved by States such as
Yenmen that were suffering fromthe consequences of a conflict which had not
been resol ved by peaceful neans. The people of southern Yenmen, in particular
some 80 per cent of whomlived below the international poverty line, were
faci ng general discrimnation, massive repression of basic |iberties and ot her
forms of human rights abuse. H s organi zation thus appeal ed to the Conm ssion
to do its utnost to persuade the Government of Yenmen to conply with the

rel evant General Assenbly and Security Council resolutions and thus achieve

t he national dial ogue and reconciliation that were needed before there could
be any realization of the people's econonic, social and cultural rights.

37. Ms. TALBOT (World Peace Council) said that her organi zati on wel coned the
deci sion taken at the Wrld Conference on Human Rights to include the right to
devel opnent as a basic human right. The econom c gl obalization currently
taking place was the result of carefully planned | egal and institutiona
changes, enbodied in a series of international agreements and controlled by

i nternational financial institutions, which threatened national sovereignty
and the right to devel opnent, thus jeopardizing the very foundations of

denocr acy.

38. Unenpl oyment, poverty and hunger were increasing rapidly with women and
children as the chief victins. Massive cuts in health care, education and
soci al services and the underm ning of the role of the trade unions were
causing instability, racism refugee and mgrant flows, illicit drug
trafficking, the rise of neo-fascismand religious fundanentalism ethnic
conflicts, environmental degradation and war. The practices of transnationa
corporations, which clearly ran counter to basic econom c, social and cultura
rights, were exacerbating the situation

39. There was thus a clear and urgent need for the new internationa
econonm ¢ order that had been repeatedly called for by the General Assenbly.
The sovereignty, self-determ nation and econom c devel opnent of nations nust
be guaranteed by respecting the provisions of the Charter on Econom c Rights
and Duties of States, and renewed efforts nmade to conplete the Code of Conduct
for Transnational Corporations. Only then could there be a full realization
of all the rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and

t he International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
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40. Ms. de WEICHS de WENNE (Transnational Radical Party) said that the |oss
of traditional |ands and natural resources had been identified as a mjjor
cause of the deterioration in the health, econom c situation and genera

wel | - bei ng of indi genous peoples. Indigenous |ands were also particularly
af fected by environmental degradation and pollution, largely as a result of
the activities of transnational corporations. |ndigenous peoples were not

consulted or invited to participate in many projects conducted by such
corporations on their territories, and rarely benefited fromthe projects in
terms of access to enploynent. The result had, in many cases, been tensions
that sometimes erupted into conflicts, Bougainville, in Wst Irian and Ogon
bei ng cases in point.

41. Mor eover, as exenplified by the sane cases, transnational corporations
often played a major role, through their activities and financial support, in
sustai ning repressive reginmes. The Commi ssion should thus continue the

Sub- Commi ssion's work on land rights and transnati onal corporations and, as a
first step, should authorize the Sub-Conm ssion to appoint a specia
rapporteur to conduct a conprehensive study on the problem of recognition and
respect for indigenous land rights and also to develop a nonitoring system

42. M. PARY (Indigenous Wrld Associ ation) said that external debt was a
maj or obstacle to the effective use of natural resources. Third-Wrld debt
had stood at US$ 1.351 billion at the end of 1991, having doubl ed since 1981
and had since risen to US$ 1.45 billion. The countries concerned were paying
the industrialized countries nore than US$ 50 nillion in interest a year

43. Debt repayment had created a vicious circle: nore than 40 per cent of
devel opi ng countries' exports in 1988 had been used for debt-servicing and the
countries concerned had to seek new | oans which increased the debt and gave
rise to further interest paynents. External debt had thus becone a form of
slavery: resources were pillaged, the workforce exploited and authoritarian
forms of political and governnment organization inposed in order to neet the
strategic interests of the North and of the ruling elites of the South.

44, The effect on the peoples of Latin America had been catastrophic.
Sonme 270 million persons, or 62 per cent of the total population, lived in
poverty, 84 million of themin conditions of extrene poverty. About

5 per cent of the popul ati on was prosperous. Children and old people were
particularly affected. In Latin Anmerica, a child died of illness or hunger
every mnute while 100 million children had been abandoned and were living,
eating and sleeping in the streets.

45, He recalled that, at the Conm ssion's previous session, the
representative of Bolivia had seen fit to attack the representative of an NGO
for nmentioning the situation of extrene poverty in that country and had
requested that the person, whom he had attacked in personal terms, be punished
for daring to “criticize” Bolivia.

46. M. CHAMBERLAIN (International Education Devel opnent) said that his
organi zati on was speaki ng on behalf of the Mexican national human rights
network “Todos | os Derechos Para Todos”, which conprised 46 human rights
organi zati ons throughout the country.




E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ SR. 15
page 11

47. Mexi co had been in constant economic crisis for the past decade. The
hi gh | evel of government corruption had led to | oans from foreign Governments
bei ng swal | owed up and nore being needed. On the |atest occasion, the
collateral required had been the inconme from petrol eum exports, with the
result that Mexico had had to sacrifice two thirds of its petrol eumexports to
the United States for the next 10 years.

48. The economc crisis and the | oss of sovereignty had neant that
government expenditure had fallen by 30 per cent since 1995, with resulting
restrictions on health, education and housing. More than 48 nmllion people
were living in poverty and 20 mllion in extreme poverty. Only 4.6 per cent
of the federal budget was allocated to poverty progranmes and debt repaynent
woul d cost 90 tines as nuch as the anmpunt allocated to alleviating extrene
poverty.

49. The Governnent's econonic policy had led to the failure of small and
medi um si zed enterprises, with a loss of up to 2 million jobs and real wages
had fallen. The agricultural sector had been restructured by reducing credit,
el i m nating subsidies, doing away with or reduci ng guaranteed prices,
liberalizing trade and privatizing conmon [and. The restructuring of the
agricultural sector had resulted in a 4.5 per cent drop in enploynment per year
between 1984 and 1993, leaving 2.1 mllion persons in poverty or extrene
poverty, many of whom had migrated to the cities or em grated.

50. Environnental pollution had had a serious inmpact on agricultura
production as well as on the quality of life. The irresponsible issue of
licences to exploit non-renewabl e natural resources had led to the
over-exploitation of such resources by national and transnational conpanies.

51. The viol ation of econonmic, social and cultural rights had had a
particul ar inmpact on children, nore than 3 mllion of whomlived and worked in
the streets. Between 1980 and 1992, child deaths frommal nutrition had been
three tinmes as high as in the 1970s. That situation had been reached because
of the failure of econom c policy and structural adjustnent.

52. He urged the international conmunity to express its concern and to
ensure that bilateral and nultilateral treaties with Mexico were conditiona
on econom c, social and cultural rights being guaranteed.

53. M. GONZALES (International Indian Treaty Council) said that, in the
case of indigenous peoples, the right to devel opment could not be considered
i ndependently fromthe right to traditional |ands and territories. Moreover,
they had the right to define for thensel ves what constituted devel opment;
Governnments often inpl emented devel opnent schemes that underm ned or destroyed
traditional fornms of sustainable econom c self-sufficiency, denying access to
or destroying the traditional |ands, waters and natural resources of

i ndi genous peoples. He nentioned the exanples of the Ml e Lake Sokaogon Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa, the U wa people of Col ombia, and the Stevens
Vil | age peopl es of Al aska whose way of |ife was under threat from m ning and
oil-drilling interests.

54. Governnments the world over had adopted the economi cs of neo-liberalism
and i ndi genous peopl es were being subjected to a form of col oni ali st
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mercantilism Indigenous traditional |ands were treated by the successor
States as free sources of natural resources and raw materials. His

organi zation thus called on all States to give substance to the comrtnents
contained in the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent and respect the right
of indigenous peoples to their devel opnent and their survival

55. M. MAMDOUHI (Qbserver for the Islanmic Republic of Iran), speaking in
exercise of the right of reply, said, in relation to the statenment by the

M ni ster for Foreign Affairs of Norway, that the Commi ssion had a heavy
schedul e and statenents by guest speakers were intended to provide an
opportunity to raise inportant issues. The Mnister in question had ignored
t hat understandi ng and had pursued a particular political agenda. Specific
cases should be raised only under agenda item 10. The Conm ssion should give
serious consideration to ways of preventing a recurrence of such incidents.

56. The CHAI RMAN said that guest speakers were invited to participate in the
general debate and were entitled to speak on the whole range of itenms on the
Conmi ssi on' s agenda.

57. M. GMM (Nigeria), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said
inrelation to the statenent by the Secretary of State for Africa and

Latin America of Canada, that dial ogue between nations prospered in
transparency and respect for the sovereign equality of States. Hi s Governnent
did not accept responsibility for the “disappointing results” of Canada's
“dialogue with Nigeria”. 1t had held fruitful dialogues with many countries
and international organizations. Canada was a nmenber of the Comonweal th

M nisterial Action Goup that had visited Nigeria in Novenber 1996 but,
regrettably, it had not participated in that visit. Nigeria continued to make
satisfactory progress in the transition to denpcratic governance; nationw de
muni ci pal el ections had been held on 15 March 1997 and had been judged free
and fair by international observers.

The neeting rose at 5.25 p. m




