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| have the honour to transmit herewith a letter dated 30 Septenber 1997,
addressed to you by H's Excellency M. Aytug Pl Uner, representative of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex woul d
be circul ated as a docunent of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 61, and
of the Security Council.

(Signed) Hiseyin E. CELEM
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

97-26197 (E) 031097 [...
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ANNEX
Letter dated 30 Septenber 1997 from M. Aytugd Pl Gner
addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral
Upon instructions fromny Government, | have the honour to refer to the

letter dated 19 Septenber 1997 addressed to you by the G eek Cypriot
representative at the United Nations which contains allegations regarding
"viol ations of the airspace of the Republic" (A/52/370-S/ 1997/ 728 dated
19 Septenber 1997).

I would like to recall that previous simlar allegations regardi ng so-
call ed "airspace violations" were rejected in toto in our successive
conmuni cati ons addressed to you, nost recently in ny letter dated
8 Septenber 1997 (A/ 51/971-S/1997/698 of 9 Septenber 1997). Since the present
Greek Cypriot charges are no different or nore credi ble than the ones previously
made, they do not nerit a detailed reply. | w sh to underline once again,
however, that flights within the airspace of the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus take place with the full know edge and consent of the appropriate
authorities of the State, over which the G eek Cypriot adm nistration in the
south has no jurisdiction or right of say whatsoever.

As | have repeatedly pointed out the endl ess barrage of such allegations
nmade by the Greek Cypriot adm nistration are designed to uphold the nyth that it
has sovereignty over the whole island and to cover up its dangerous policy of
escal ation and tension on the island. In nmy previous conmunication on the
matter, | have drawn your attention to the fact that, within the framework of
the so-called "joint defence doctrine", the Greek Cypriot adm nistration and
Greece are planning to stage joint mlitary manoeuvres in and around south
Cyprus between 10 and 15 Cctober 1997, and that the provocative mlitary
exerci ses code-naned "N kiforos 97" will involve the participation of the Geek
Armed Forces. It is reported by the Geek Cypriot press that the G eek Cypriot
Defence Mnister, M. Eliades, and the Conmander of the G eek Cypriot National
Guard, General Vorvol akos, have nobst recently visited Athens to finalize the
details concerning the said mlitary exercises (Geek Cypriot daily Agon of
21 Septenber 1997). It has also been confirnmed that the G eek Defence M nister,
M . Cohachopoul os, has accepted the invitation of the Greek Cypriot side and
will be present in south Cyprus during the mlitary exercises (Geek Cypriot
daily Mahi of 24 Septenber 1997).

In the name of inplenmenting the so-called "joint defence doctrine", the
G eek-Geek Cypriot canp will once again create a warlike atnosphere in Cyprus
that will only serve to exacerbate the situation on the island as tension is
al ready running high owing to the Geek Cypriot side's decision to deploy the
sophi sticated S-300 mssile system in contravention of relevant Security

Council resolutions. It is noteworthy that as part of "N kiforos 97", G eek
fighter planes will for the first time land at the newy constructed Paphos
mlitary airbase. It is reported that the depl oyment and | ogi stic maintenance

of Greek fighter planes at Paphos airbase will significantly increase their
operational flight tinme capacity in the area (Geek Cypriot daily Aithia of
23 Septenber 1997).
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The G eek Cypriot side's policy of escalation and tension on the island,
coupled with its blatant attenpts to underm ne the parameters established by the
United Nations for a peaceful settlenent in Cyprus by using the European Union
aspect, are signs that we have entered a critical phase of the Cyprus question
It is inperative that all interested parties inpress upon the Geek Cypriot side
the need to desist fromits reckless policy of escalation and concentrate its
efforts towards the finding of a settlenent on the basis of bi-communality,
bi -zonality and political equality.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter could be circul ated
as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 61, and of the Security
Counci | .

(Signed) Aytuj PLUMER
Representative
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus



