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QUESTI ON OF CYPRUS

Letter dated 1 October 1997 fromthe Pernanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

| have the honour to convey herewith a letter dated 29 Septenber 1997 from
H s Excellency M. @ afcos Cerides, President of the Republic of Cyprus,
addressed to you.

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circul ated as a docunent of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 61, and of
the Security Council .

(Signed) N cos AGATHOCLEQUS
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

97- 26013 (E) 021097 /...
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ANNEX

Letter dated 29 Septenber 1997 fromthe President of Cyprus
addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

| wish to refer to the letter dated 19 Septenber 1997 fromthe Permanent
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to you and circul ated
as a docunent of the General Assenbly and the Security Council with regard to
Turkey's views on the purchase by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus of a
S-300 missile system (A/52/383-S/1997/732).

Beyond any doubt, the letter contains direct threats against Cyprus in case
we proceed with the installation of the mssiles and reflects the sane
aggressive attitude of Turkey against the Republic of Cyprus. These threats
amount to a blatant violation of the perenptory norns of international |aw, the
principles of the Charter of the United nations and in particular Article 2 (4),
whi ch prevents the threat or use of force, the nunerous General Assenbly and
Security Council resolutions on Cyprus and the 1960 treaties establishing the
Republic by which Turkey undertook to guarantee the independence and territoria
integrity of Cyprus.

The letter, witten and circulated on the eve of the United Nations-
sponsored tal ks on 26 Septenber between nyself and M. Denktash to discuss
security matters, reveals the true intentions of Turkey, which, once again, by
its well-known tactics, attenpts to deflect attention fromthe substantive
i ssues of the Cyprus problemand the real cause that prevents your efforts in
nmaki ng progress towards finding a conprehensive, just and viable solution, i.e.
the lack of political will of the Turkish side as reported by the then United
Nations Secretary-General in his report to the Security Council of 30 May 1994
(S/1994/629). The same tactic was resorted to during the recent rounds of
i ntercomunal tal ks at Troutbeck and dion where, again, substantive progress
was i npeded, as the President of the Security Council stated on 20 August 1997
"by the attenpt to bring in preconditions to the table by the other party and
here of course | mean the Turkish Cypriots ..."

I wish to record with you nmy strongest protest at such ill egal
unaccept abl e and aggressive threats, which if Turkey attenpts to realize wll
certainly nean the end of peace.

| shoul d al so enphasize in this respect that, in view of this new
provocative act, had | not agreed to do so, | would not have attended the tal ks
on security matters last Friday, 26 Septenber 1997. At the same tine | wish to
stress that, although | did honour ny word to attend the security talks, in no
circunstances would | accept to discuss natters relating to security under
threat nor would | negotiate under duress.

It is not my intention to enter into a discussion with regard to the
deci sion of nmy Government to buy the S-300 defensive mssile system because
such a decision was made in the exercise of Cyprus' inalienable rights as a
sovereign State, to self-defence and to decide on its armanents. These rights
are not negoti abl e.
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However, in view of the allegations contained in the said letter by which
Turkey attenpts to justify its unacceptabl e and unwarranted reaction to Cyprus
decision to purchase the mssiles, | shall, once again, explain the reasons that
nade their purchase inperative

The S-300 ground-to-air mssile systemis a purely defensive weapon, the
techni cal characteristics of which give no reason to dispute its defensive
nat ure.

The purchase of the systemwas made solely in order to neet the need to
strengt hen Cyprus' defence capability in view of the threat posed against it:

(a) By the continued Turkish mlitary occupation of 37 per cent of the
territory of the Republic of Cyprus;

(b) The increase, upgrading and noderni zation of the Turkish forces and

their equipment. In this regard allow ne to recall the assessment with regard
to the occupied area of the then United Nations Secretary-General, who described
it in his report to the Security Council of 7 June 1994 as "... one of the nost

highly mlitarized areas in the world in terns of the ratio between nunbers of
troops and civilian popul ation" (S/1994/680, para. 28);

(c) The absolute air superiority and preponderant ground superiority of
Turkey in Cyprus;

(d) The accentuated aggressive attitude exhibited by Turkey, culmnating
in the recent threatening statenments by Turkish officials;

(e) The regular violation of the air space of Cyprus and the photographi ng
of our defensive positions by the Turkish Air Force;

(f) The experience of the past when the Turkish Air Force bonbed the towns
and villages of Cyprus using napal m bonbs.

The defensive intentions of ny Governnment, with regard to the S-300 mssile
system have been nade very clear all along. Cyprus has repeatedly stressed
that the systemis in no way intended agai nst any country or the Turkish

Cypri ot s.

The undi sput ed proof of Cyprus' intentions lies in ny proposal for the
conplete demlitarization of the Republic of Cyprus nmade in Novenber 1993 and
whi ch addresses the security concerns of both the Greek Cypriot and Turkish
Cypriot comunities.

The proposal, if accepted by Turkey, would renove the reason that
necessitated the purchase of the mssiles.

What is also particularly insulting in the letter is the attenpt by Turkey
to give lessons to other countries about their international obligations. The
sale to Cyprus of the S-300 nmissile systemand the joint defence doctrine fal
within the rights of sovereign States in accordance with international |aw
Bef ore Turkey enbarks on accusations against other States, it should first
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conformitself to the fundanmental rules of international |aw governing
inter-State behaviour, as well as the basic principles and the Code of Conduct
on Politico-Mlitary Aspects of Security of the Organization for Security and
Cooperati on i n Europe.

Before | conclude, allow me to point out that Turkey should be told to
abandon its aggressive behavi our against the Republic of Cyprus and its
i ntransigent position on the problemof Cyprus and focus its attention on the
efforts exerted by you and supported by the international community, ainmed at
finding a conprehensive, just and viable solution to the Cyprus problemon the
basis of international law, the Charter of the United Nations and resol utions on
Cyprus and the high-1evel agreenents of 1977 and 1979. |If Turkey is sincerely
concerned with the security of the Turkish Cypriots and peace and security in
the wider region, the key lies with it to renove the cause that threatens them
by withdrawing its occupation forces and settlers fromthe Republic of Cyprus
and accepting ny proposal for denmilitarization

The Governnent of the Republic and the Greek Cypriot side are firmy
comitted to the settlenent of the Cyprus problem by peaceful means and | wi sh
to assure you, once again, that | shall continue to cooperate with you in a
spirit of good will and do ny utnost so that your efforts bring about the
desired result, which will enable all Cypriots to live in peace and harnony.

(Signed) d afcos CLERI DES
President of the
Republic of Cyprus



