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Qiginal: ENGLI SH
CH LE, POLAND
Anti - per sonnel Landni nes
1 W express our recognition and support to the objectives of hunanitarian nature

pursued by the "Qttawa process", which enconpasses the concern of the internationa
community for elimnating anti-personnel |andm nes, thus reducing the great nunber of
i nnocent people who fall every year a victimof this type of -63906weapons.

2. W think that the Convention which, as an outcone of this process, will be
adopted by the Gsl o Conference, would contribute to the achi everrent of this noble
obj ecti ve.

3. At the same time we are convinced that the subject of anti-personnel |andm nes
i ncl udes inmportant aspects which can best be addressed by the specialized negotiating
forum of the Conference on D sarnmanent.

W believe that the Conference on D sarnmanent through the consideration and
negoti ati on of agreenents conpl ementary to, consistent with and mutual |y supportive of
the one to be concluded in Gttawa, can nake a significant contribution to reaching the
goal s of the United Nations on this matter.

W agree that achieving universal support for such a goal should be a paranount
obj ective, the attainment of which is possible through a negotiating process in which
due consideration can be given to national security concerns of involved parties.

4. It was with this in nind that we nmade a proposal to the Conference, on

27 March 1997, that led to the appoi ntment of a Special Coordinator to hold

consul tations on a possible nandate for negotiations at the Conference on D sarnanment
on the question of anti-personnel |andmnes. W commend himfor his diligent work so
far. dven the short period which he has had available for his consultations, and the
need to take account of work proceeding on this issue outside the Conference on
Disarmanent, it is clear that he will not be in a position to present his fina
recommendations to the Conference before the end of this year’'s session. W woul d,
therefore, strongly support the continuation of his consultations during the

i ntersessional period and the presentation of a final report at the start of the 1998
sessi on of the Conference on D sarnmanent.
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