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LETTER DATED 30 SEPTEMBER 1997 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF THE UNI TED KI NGDOM OF GREAT BRI TAIN AND NORTHERN | RELAND TO
THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

On instructions fromthe British Governnent, | have the honour to transmt
to you a response to the letter dated 1 Septenber 1997 fromthe Iraqi Chargé
d affaires (S/1997/679) quoting allegations in the press that British soldiers
killed Iraqi prisoners of war in 1991

The British Governnent are aware of certain allegations about the conduct
of British service personnel at the time. Such allegations nust obviously be a
matter for serious concern. That is why we have initiated thorough
i nvestigations in which all persons connected with the allegations will be
interviewed. So far, | can tell you that no evidence has been adduced that
woul d corroborate allegations of mstreatnent of Iraqi prisoners of war

It is the clear and firmpolicy of the United Kingdomthat all prisoners of
war should be treated in full accordance with the provisions of the Geneva
Convention relative to The Treatnment of Prisoners of War, of 12 August 1949,
under the scrutiny of the International Conmittee of the Red Cross/Red Crescent.
This policy was rigorously applied during the Gulf War in 1991. It is in stark
contrast to lraqgi treatnent of British prisoners of war over the sane period.

If our investigation were to uncover evidence that substantiated the current
al | egations, you may be sure that the British Governnent woul d take all possible
steps to bring offenders to justice.

| should be grateful if you could circulate this letter as a docunent of
the Security Council.

(Signed) John WESTON

* Rei ssued for technical reasons.
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