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Annex
[Oiginal: French]
Fourth report to the Security Council pursuant to

resolution 1125 (1997) concerning the situation
in the Central African Republic

(29 Septenber 1997)

| NTRCDUCT! ON

1. On 6 August 1997, the Security Council unani nously adopted resol ution
1125 (1997), in which it approved the continued conduct by Menber States
participating in the Inter-African Mssion to Monitor the Inplenentation of the
Bangui Agreenments (M SAB) of the operation to achieve its objective to
facilitate the return to peace and security by nonitoring the inplenentation of
t he Bangui Agreenents. Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United
Nations, the Council authorized the Menber States participating in M SAB and
those States providing |ogistical support to ensure the security and freedom of
novenent of their personnel. |t decided that that authorization would be
limted to an initial period of three nonths, after which the Council would
assess the situation on the basis of the reports subnitted to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations at |east every two weeks by the Menber States
participating in M SAB.

2. This is the fourth report which the Security Council requested the Menber
States participating in M SAB to provi de pursuant to paragraph 6 of resolution
1125 (1997). It was prepared by the International Mnitoring Commttee to
supervise the inplementation of the Bangui Agreenents, which includes the
representatives of the States nenbers of the International Mediation Comittee
(Gabon, Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali) and a consultant fromthe United Nations
Devel opnment Programme (UNDP), in collaboration with the M SAB Comrand, which
consi sts of high-ranking officers representing all of the Menber States
participating in M SAB, including Senegal and Togo.

3. This report describes devel opments in the situation in the Central African
Republic from 17 Septenber to 1 Cctober 1997.

PCLI TI CAL LEADERSHI P

4. Both the International Mnitoring Comrittee to supervise the inplenmentation
of the Bangui Agreenents and the Inter-African Mssion to Monitor the

| npl enentati on of the Bangui Agreements are under the political authority of
General Amadou Toumani Touré, former President of the Republic of Mali, Chairman
of the International Mnitoring Commttee and personal representative of the
heads of State concerned.

5. The International Mnitoring Committee to supervise the inplenmentation of
t he Bangui Agreenents, chaired by General Touré, includes one representative of
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each of the four heads of State of the nenbers of the International Mdiation
Committee, as well as the consultant from UNDP, who acts as a diplomatic advi ser
to the Comm ttee.

6. Thus, the International Mnitoring Commttee is the body which directs the
actions of MSAB, since it receives the necessary political guidance directly
fromthe heads of State concerned, and especially fromthe President of the
Gabonese Republic, who is Chairman of the International Mdiation Commttee.

7. The International Mnitoring Committee has adopted a plan of action which
reflects the gist of the main provisions of the Bangui Agreenents in the form of
a timetable, which can be outlined as foll ows:

- Formati on of a government of national union

- Adoption of an amesty act covering those who committed of fences in
the context of the third rebellion

- Di sar manent (surrender of weapons by the forner rebels in honour and
dignity, and recovery of weapons by M SAB frommnilitias and civilian
popul ati ons);

- | mpl enent ati on of the recommendations of the General Meeting on
Nat i onal Defence;

- Situation of former heads of State;
- Suspension of the parliamentary audit;

- Fi nal phase of national reconciliation through a nunber of actions
ainmed at consolidating peace and security (organization of regiona
and sectoral awareness-raising semnars, organization of a Nationa
Reconci |l i ation Conference, elaboration of an el ectoral code, access by
political parties to the State nmedia and other neasures).

8. M SAB i s under the patronage of President El Hadj Omar Bongo of Gabon,
senior head of State of the International Mediation Committee. It is under the
political authority of General Amadou Toumani Touré, Chairman of the
International Mnitoring Comittee.

9. From 17 Septenber to 1 Cctober 1997 the International Mnitoring Comittee
continued its work pursuant to its nandate.

Governent of national union

10. It should be recalled that on 1 Septenber 1997 the Governnent of Action in
Def ence of Denobcracy was re-established in its original form as constituted
prior to 6 May 1997, followi ng four nonths of crisis. Thus the CGovernment of
Action in Defence of Denocracy in its entirety resuned its normal activities on
2 Septenber 1997.
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11. The formal opening of the project to rebuild a nunber of major nationa

hi ghways whi ch had fallen into serious disrepair for want of regular maintenance
provi ded an opportunity for the President of the Republic and head of State to
be seen publicly not only with the Government of Action in Defence of Denocracy
but also with the President of the National Assenbly, forner

Presi dent David Dacko, the heads of several institutions, the diplomatic corps,
the International Mnitoring Conmttee, a delegation fromthe M SAB Comrand,

| eaders fromseveral political parties and a sizeable crowd. This cerenony,

whi ch took place in an outlying area of Bangui, was the first of its type since
the onset of the crisis in April 1996. |In the view of many observers of the
political scene in the Central African Republic, the presence of President

Pat assé at the cerenmpbny was an obvious indication that tensions are gradually
rel axi ng and thus that the process of national reconciliation is beginning,

al t hough the absence of certain | eaders of the radical opposition was noted. In
fact, the head of State had not taken part in any public events since the first
rebel lion broke out in April 1996.

Il npl enentation of the ammesty act covering offences relating to the third
rebellion and the m sappropriation of public funds under investigation

12. The ammesty act, which was promul gated on 15 March 1997, is currently being

i npl enented with a great deal of pragmati sm and understanding. It is not being
i npl enented blindly as regards the sanctions to be taken against citizens who
may be illegally in possession of weapons foll owi ng the 15-day deadline

established by the law. The head of State and the rel evant politica

aut horities have thus far shown a sense of responsibility and | evel - headedness
and have taken into account the exceptional political situation in which this
| aw shoul d be applied in all its aspects.

13. This pragmati sm has enabled the International Mnitoring Committee to
negotiate with the former rebels and to persuade themto hand over their weapons
with honour and dignity. It is in that same context that

Li eut enant - Col onel Evariste Martial Konzzale, Mnister to the Ofice of the
Mnister for Territorial Administration, who is responsible for public security
and di sarmanent, has, as head of a technical conm ssion consisting of,

inter alia, 10 resource persons (deputies, area heads, fornmer rebels) paid by
UNDP, with the participation of the International Mnitoring Conmttee and

M SAB, been conducting an awar eness-rai sing and weapons recovery canpai gn anong
the civilian popul ation since 12 August 1997.

Di sar manent
14. This is, without a doubt, the nost sensitive phase of the nationa
reconciliation process. Two major phases are envisaged which will make it
possible to carry out this operation effectively:

(a) The awareness-raising and voluntary participation phase;

(b) The investigation, intervention and inpl enentation-of-the-1aw phase.

15. The voluntary participation phase is the prelimnary period which will end
on 30 Septenmber 1997 as stipulated in the mnisterial order of 5 Septenber 1997

/...
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Its purpose is to raise the awareness of the Central African people by a
canpai gn conducted on the radio, television and in the witten press and al so by
putting up banners and posters bearing sl ogans supporting peace, national unity,
national reconciliation and disarmanent in the main streets of Bangui. Any
patriotic citizens who turned in their weapons of their own accord woul d be
rewarded for doing so, in order to encourage all the other ones to return any
weapons they m ght have in their possession. It should be pointed out here that
this is in no way a weapons buy-back operation

16. After recovery of the weapons of the former rebels, the second phase of

di sarmanent will involve collecting weapons fromcivilians, nmlitias and ill ega
hol ders of weapons. For this purpose the International Mnitoring Comrttee, in
agreenment with the Governnment of the Central African Republic, has recruited 10
resource staff (deputies, neighbourhood | eaders, forner rebels, opinion | eaders)
as chairmen of |ocal disarmanment comrittees in their respective zones. This
staff, follow ng depl oyment to districts, established disarnmanment committees in
each nei ghbourhood. Their role is to informthe | ocal population through

nei ghbour hood neetings, rallies, talks, discussions and snall gatherings and

nei ghbour hood visits, so as to convince the population of the need to turn in
illegally held weapons.

17. UNDP has established funding in the anount of 40,000 United States dollars
for the 10 resource staff, dignitaries, neighbourhood | eaders and opi nion

| eaders. People voluntarily turning in weapons or helping in their collection
will receive a token reward. The reward, in the amount of 2,500 to 5,000 CFA
francs ($5 to $10) according to the type of weapon, is intended prinarily to
exonerate civilians turning in weapons. There are special terms for heavy
weapons: CFAF 15,000 to CFAF 75,000 ($30 to $150), depending on the type of
weapon. Wth effect from1l Cctober 1997, anyone with weapons in their
possession will be the target of legal action and the authorities will make use
of the police and constabul ary as needed. M SAB will be prepared to deal with
the situation, should matters get out of hand.

18. The investigations, intervention and inplenentation-of-the-law phase wll
begin immedi ately following the first one. It will involve collaborating with

i nfornmers conpensated according to the quality of their information. This wll
make it possible to | ocate any weapons caches. During this second period anyone
found to be illegally in possession of a weapon will be handed over to the
authorities. In addition, M SAB will conduct searches, together with the

nati onal defence and security forces other than the presidential security force.

19. The awareness-raising canpaign of the Techni cal Comm ssion on D sarmanent,
headed by Lieutenant-Col onel Konzzale, was started on 12 August 1997 and is
continuing in the various areas of Bangui and at the | evel of the various
religious groups, as well as on radio and tel evision.

20. The invol venent of religious groups in the canpaign to pronote awareness of
national reconciliation in general and of disarmanent in particular is extrenely
val uable in a country where religions exert a nmajor influence on the people. No
tensions exist in the Central African Republic between the various faiths

practi sed by the population. Protestants of all denom nations, Roman Catholi cs,
Muslins and ani m sts have peacefully coexisted for decades. This was borne out

l...
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on 28 Septenber when an ecuneni cal day was organi zed by | eaders of all religions
and their congregations united in a single faith: the conviction that they were
maki ng an effective contribution to the restorati on of peace by fostering a

col l ective awareness anong all those still in illegal possession of weapons that
woul d | ead themto cooperate with the nei ghbourhood di sarmanent units. This day
led to the holding of a major worship service in the National Assenbly gardens
sponsored by the head of State and with the participation of many politica
figures fromboth the najority party and the opposition

21. On Friday, 26 Septenber 1997, M nister Konzzale and his counterpart for
human rights, national reconciliation and the pronotion of denocratic culture,
M. Laurent Gom na-Pampali, held a working neeting in a hall of the Nationa
Assenbly in which menbers of the International Mnitoring Committee and | eaders
frompolitical parties of every persuasion participated. The neeting assessed
the progress made in the area of disarmanent and thus of nationa

reconciliation. Wile all the participants wel coned the progress achieved thus
far in recovering weapons taken fromthe State arsenal during the rebellion

sone concern was expressed fromdifferent sides at the proliferation of mlitary

weapons that appeared to have been brought in illegally by certain politica
groups. This allegation has yet to be verified. In the interest of all
parties, the Technical Comm ssion on Disarmanent will take all appropriate and
necessary steps to locate and recover these weapons, if any are still in

circulation after 30 Septenber 1997.

22. After this neeting, it was decided to observe a national day of disarmanment
and peace on 30 Septenber, during which prayers would be said in all churches
and nosques in the Central African Republic. Al political parties agreed to
sign and issue a joint appeal to the people of the Central African Republic on
30 Septenber, calling upon themto conmt thenselves firmy to the way of peace
and national reconciliation and to turn in any weapons held illegally.

23. At the invitation of the International Mnitoring Comittee,

Captain Anicet Saulet, who has primary responsibility for the former rebels,
joined the chairnen of the nei ghbourhood di sarmanent committees, including

Li eutenant Parfait May (forner spokesman for the former rebels) in nmaking a
final appeal on radio and television on 26, 27 and 28 Septenber 1997 to those
civilians and military personnel who had not yet turned in weapons that were in
their possession illegally.

24. Al these initiatives show the extent to which the overwhel mng majority of
Central African citizens, including the forner rebels, are in favour of peace
and national reconciliation

25. Since the signing of the Truce Agreenment on 28 June 1997 and the Ceasefire
Agreenent on 2 July 1997, the foll ow ng weapons have been turned over to M SAB
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Heavy weapons
I ncrease
Desi gnati on Quantity (17-29 Septenber 1997)
120 mMmm nortars surrendered: 2 out of a total of 4 2
81 mMmnnortars surrendered: 9 out of a total of 15 3
60 mMmm nortars surrendered: 12 out of a total of 19 1
14.5 mm machi ne-guns  surrendered: 6 out of a total of 6
12.7 mm machi ne-guns  surrendered: 2 out of a total of 3
75 mmrecoilless surrendered: 2 out of a total of 2
guns
73 mm anti -t ank surrendered: 66 out of a total of 67 2
rocket | aunchers
Rocket - propel | ed surrendered: 7 out of a total of 11 1
gr enades
Tot al surrendered: 106 out of a total of 127 9
(weapons recovered: 83.46 per cent) 7.09 per cent
Li ght weapons
I ncrease
Desi gnati on Quantity (17-29 Septenber 1997)
Hand- guns (nisc) surrendered: 11 out of a total of 111 4
Submachi ne- guns surrendered: 281 out of a total of 459 60
Assault rifles surrendered: 241 out of a total of 541 43
MAS 36-49/56- ML4 surrendered: 608 out of a total of 1,181 119
rifles + nuskets
Li ght machi ne- surrendered: 51 out of a total of 80 4
guns
.30-calibre surrendered: 13 out of a total of 17
machi ne- guns
Tot al surrendered: 1,205 out of a total of 2,389 230
(weapons recovered: 50.43 per cent) 9. 62 per cent
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26. The relatively lowrate of recovery of |ight weapons can be expl ai ned as
fol | ows:

(a) These are |ight personal weapons that are easily transported and have
probably been taken out of Bangui

(b) Some of these weapons were probably buried: efforts to dig themup
are continuing as information is provided, with varying degrees of success;

(c) Ohers, particularly hand-guns (automatic pistols), are easily
canouf | aged and may have been sold to as yet unidentified persons;

(d) Still others nmay have been taken fromthe State arsenal during the
second rebel lion (May 1996) and were never returned before the outbreak of the
third rebellion;

(e) An indeterm nate nunber of |ight weapons that have not been recovered
may have been thrown into the Ubangi River or into the forest by former rebels
fleeing in June 1997 after encounters with M SAB

(f) Some forner rebels, equal in nunber to a conpany (132 nen) and al
arnmed with i ght weapons, never returned to their barracks. According to
know edgeabl e sources, many of these may have left the Central African Republic
taki ng their weapons with them

27. The recovery of light weapons is thus slow, despite intensive efforts by
t he nei ghbour hood di sarmanment units and the active collaboration of many upri ght
citizens.

28. A sizeable quantity of nunitions of various types was recovered and
packaged. The status of these munitions as at 29 Septenber 1997 is set out
bel ow:
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Desi gnati on Quantity Remar ks
5.56 mm rounds 68 616 + 466
7.5 mm SLC rounds 14 000
7.5 mm S/ B rounds 104 895 + 17 625
7.5 mm X rounds 34 000
7.5 mm X S/ B rounds 135
7.62 mm rounds, NATO 15 962
7.62 mm Kal ashni kov rounds 13 862 + 13 862
7.62 mm | ong rounds 120 497 + 2 856
7.62 mm Tokarev rounds 900
9 nm Para rounds 3 434 + 2 084
.12-calibre riot control rounds 711
12. 7 mm rounds 271 + 271
14.5 mm r ounds 14 192 + 292
37 fragnentation hand grenades 1 750 + 137
Fragnent ati on hand grenades, China 2 670 + 646
GR FLG AP34 3
RPG 7 rockets 440 + 86
37 stun hand grenades 1 004 + 25
FL LAC F4 hand grenades 1 282 + 57
F4 hand grenades 316
DFRUSS 1
60 mMm nortars 1 705 + 81
81 mmnnortars 667 + 34
120 mm nortars 57 + 5
75 mmrecoilless rifle rounds, US 166
75 mmrecoilless rifle rounds, China 223 No weapons in inventory
M79 40 nm rounds, US 6 060 No weapons in inventory
Ti me fuses (inactive) 23 252 325
7.5 mm grenade cartridges 755

A significant quantity of m scellaneous nunitions, handed over |oose, not
suitable for firing, will be destroyed by the conpetent weapons and mnunitions
units. An analysis will be nade avail able in due course.

Recomendations fromthe General Meeting on National Defence

29. It appears that quite a few of the clains nmade by the forner rebels could
be answered by responsible inplementation of the 282 recomendati ons made at the
Ceneral Meeting on National Defence which was held in August 1996 at Bangui
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That is why the International Mnitoring Conmittee, true to the spirit of the
Bangui Agreenents, proceeded, in April 1997, to set up an ad hoc committee to
exam ne the said recommendations carefully and to set up a schedule for their

i mpl ement ation, breaking themdown into categories according to what could be
applicable in the short-, medium and |long-termbased on the sensitivity of the
areas to which the recommendati ons rel ate and, above all, the financial
resources that would have to be nobilized. The results of the work of the

ad hoc committee, which was presided over by a | eader of the opposition,

General Tinothée Mal endoma, a fornmer prime mnister, have already been
transmitted by the International Mnitoring Conmittee to the Mnistry of Defence
for inplenentation at the various relevant levels. Since the Internationa
Monitoring Comrmittee is nerely a mediating body, it nust |eave the decisions on
these nmatters to the relevant Central African authorities, while renaining ready
to serve as arbitrator should the need ari se.

Situation of fornmer heads of State

30. Arevised bill has just been prepared by the Governnent for subm ssion to
the National Assenbly at its next session, which will be held in COctober.
Assurances in this regard were provided to the International Mnitoring
Conmittee by the expanded bureau of the National Assenbly at the neeting on

4 Septenber 1997.

Suspension of the parlianmentary audit

31. The Bangui Agreenents call for the suspension, then the abandonment "of the
judicial enforcement of the parlianentary audit" opened in respect of persons
presuned to have m sappropriated public funds under the previous reginme, for it
was understood that the audit had been conducted in a very sel ective nanner and
was creating nore problens than it was resolving. The International Mnitoring
Conmittee, respecting the spirit of the Bangui Agreenents, proposed that the
Central African Republic should, by a legislative act, formally renounce
proceedi ngs agai nst authors of offences identified by the parliamentary audit.

It was generally agreed that such an act woul d undoubtedly be taken in the
context of the next session of the National Assenbly.

Nati onal reconciliation

32. Each of the points nentioned above constitutes as many phases on the road
| eadi ng towards national reconciliation. The present section therefore concerns
the final phase of this exciting process.

33. The International Mnitoring Committee, supported by UNDP, is already
engaged i n maki ng preparations for awareness-raising senm nars, synposia and
nmeetings; the first phase will take place at the provincial |evel and be
targeted at specific groups (such as trade unions, wonmen's organi zati ons and
yout h movenents), and the second phase will take place nationally, in the form
of a national reconciliation conference, as reconmended by the Bangu
Agreenents. For this purpose, the Conmttee is working in close cooperation
with the Mnister for Human R ghts, National Reconciliation and Pronotion of a
Denocratic Culture, who chairs the technical conm ssion on awareness-rai sing
under the patronage of the Prinme Mnister. At the nost recent weekly neeting,

l...
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hel d on 27 August 1997, the participants apprai sed the cost of each of the
activities in question and targeted potential sources of funding. In this
regard, the Central African Governnent, the International Mnitoring Conmittee
and UNDP are determined to involve the backers closely in the activities
schedul ed to be carried out under the process of national reconciliation.

34. Atinetable of activities covering the period 1 Cctober to 1 Decenber 1997
(the national holiday of the Central African Republic) has been prepared jointly
by the Mnister for National Reconciliation, the UNDP Resident Representative
and the International Mnitoring Comrittee. This will be useful in coordinating
the many activities to be carried out in this |ast phase of the process that
began with the signing of the Bangui Agreenents.

35. In the context of the restructuring of the Central African Arned Forces,
the International Mnitoring Conmttee had requested UNDP to set up a fund to
assist mlitary personnel wishing to | eave active service in returning to
civilian life, and UNDP had agreed to do so. UNDP | aunched a project on
denobi |l i zation, retraining and reintegration for the Central African Arned
Forces, which would make it possible to reduce the cost of operating the armed
forces and facilitate their restructuring. Al Menber States and internationa
organi zati ons may nake contributions to the fund in question, which wll
initially be for an amobunt of approximately $2 million

36. Afirst estimate indicates that 1,000 or nore soldiers will be involved in
this project. UNDP has proposed M. CQustave Fernando Gonzal ez Gasques as head
of the project. O Argentine nationality, he has solid experience in the area
of denobilization and reintegration of former soldiers into civilian life. He
has nanaged this type of activity in Nicaragua, Mpzanbi que, Liberia and Angol a.
Hi s candi dature has been accepted by the Central African Government. The UNDP
Resi dent Representative in Bangui is awaiting the arrival of the project head to
| aunch the operational phase.

COOPERATI ON W TH THE CENTRAL AFRI CAN AUTHORI TI ES AND
| NTERNATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

37. Pursuant to its mandate, the International Mnitoring Commttee maintains
constant contact with the various Central African authorities to ensure the

i mpl ement ation of the provisions of the Bangui Agreenents. In this connection,
it is regularly consulted both by the President of the Republic and head of
State and by the Prime M nister and head of Governnment, as well as by the

Nati onal Assenbly, on a considerabl e nunber of issues concerning the life of the
Central African nation

38. The International Mnitoring Committee, acting on behalf of M SAB and/or on
its own behalf, nmaintains regular contacts with international organizations,

i ncl uding UNDP and foreign diplomatic nmissions based in Bangui, with a viewto
requesting their diplomatic, financial and material support for nediation
initiatives in the Central African Republic.

39. In the period covered by this report, the International Monitoring
Committee was received by the President of the Republic to discuss, anmpbng ot her

/...
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things, issues relating to the recovery of weapons in circul ati on anong the
civilian popul ation and various nmeasures relating to the cl andestine
infiltration of a nunber of partisans of the | ate President Mbutu, who nmade no
secret of their intention to join forces to destabilize the new regi me of the
Denocratic Republic of the Congo. President Patassé informed the Internationa
Monitoring Committee and M SAB that, under the policy of good-nei ghbourliness he
had al ways practised towards his sister country, he would not allow his country
to become a base of operations for opponents engaged in a policy of
destabi l i zati on.

LOG STI CAL AND TECHNI CAL SUPPORT TO THE | NTERNATI ONAL
MONI TORI NG COW TTEE

40. Project CAF/97/001, through which UNDP contributes its |ogistical and
techni cal support, was to be termnated at the end of Septenber 1997 for |ack of
funds. |In a letter dated 4 Septenber 1997 addressed to the Chairman of the
International Mnitoring Conmittee, the Resident Representative of UNDP in
Bangui drew attention to this situation, but noted that Anmbassador

René- Val éry Mongbé and the consultant Abel Bal enguel e, whose contracts expire on
31 Cctober, could continue their mssion until that date. |In another letter

dat ed 23 Septenber 1997, the UNDP Resi dent Representative in Bangui notified the
Chairman of the International Mnitoring Committee that his agency was willing
to maintain its |logistical and technical support to the Commttee with a reduced
staff, so that it could carry out its mssion

41. The new neasures taken by UNDP would certainly allow the Comittee to
continue to function, but this will apparently not be sufficient to solve the
many political problens that would arise with nmediation, given that the
Committee will enter a new phase in the inplenmentation of its action plan in the
first few days of Cctober

- Consi deration of the situation of fornmer heads of State;
- Abandonnment of the judicial enforcenent of the parlianentary audit;

- Coordi nation of activities relating to the organi zati on and conduct of
various sem nars and conferences provided for in the context of
nati onal reconciliation

- Sol ving of problens arising in the execution of the project on
denobi lization, retraining and reintegration for the Central African
Arned Forces.

In any case, it is difficult to see how the nmediation effort, and thus the rest
of the process, can continue w thout a nedi ator

42. The sending of one or two civilian and/or mlitary officials to Bangui to
seek clarifications that may be requested by the Security Council seens an
interesting idea, but it deserves to be nore carefully studied. Perhaps a
mlitary |iaison officer could be sent to the field to study, in collaboration
with the International Mnitoring Committee and M SAB, the ways in which the
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i nternational community could help set up an international observer force and
strengthen the mandated force of M SAB so as to ensure the peaceful conduct of
the forthcom ng elections. The idea of sending a person to deal with politica
matters is not necessary, since the UNDP consultant, Anbassador Mngbé, using
hi s consi derabl e knowl edge of the field, is playing that role to the
satisfaction of all the parties concerned. For the nonent, the crisis situation
has not worsened. On the contrary, the International Mnitoring Commttee, with
whi ch Anbassador Mongbé is closely associ ated, has entered the final phase of
national reconciliation with a well-targeted programme. The Internationa
Monitoring Committee is ready to provide, inpartially and neutrally, any
information or clarification which the United Nations Security Council or
Secretariat may request.

DEPLOYMENT OF THE FORCE

43. It should be recalled that, at the request of the nediator

General Amadou Toumani Touré, and with the agreenent of the Conference on
Consensus-Bui | ding and Di al ogue, held in Bangui from 11l to 16 January 1997, the
heads of State of Gabon, Burkina Faso, Mali and Chad decided to send an
inter-African force with | ogistical support fromFrance. This force, known as
the Inter-African Mssion to Monitor the Inplenentati on of the Bangu
Agreenents, includes, in addition to troops from Gabon, Burkina Faso, Mli and
Chad (the countries menbers of the International Mediation Committee), troops
from Senegal and Togo, as a result of the decision of President Abdou Di ouf and
Presi dent Gnassi nghé Eyadenma to contribute to this gesture of African
solidarity.

44, The activities of M SAB are governed by the nandate assigned to it by the
heads of State concerned (see S/1997/561). These daily activities are many and
conpl ex, and can be sumed up as actions ained at preventing confrontation
between the two nain forces in question, the loyalists of the Central African
Arned Forces and the former rebels.

45. M SAB, which is deployed throughout the city of Bangui, is ensuring
security in all neighbourhoods of the Central African capital by occupying 20
surveillance posts, and is carrying out patrols nightly in each of the city's
eight districts.

46. The M SAB force currently consists of six contingents with a strength of
796 soldiers (officers, non-comm ssioned officers and other ranks), distributed
as foll ows:

Bur ki na Faso 114
Chad 147
Gabon 149
Mal i 113
Senegal 153

Togo 120
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The force is provided with a French | ogistical support comrand unit, with
88 nen. A French |iaison and assi stance detachnent, with 39 nen, has been nade
avail able to M SAB

47. Onng to the devel opnent of organized crine, with the passive or active
conplicity of the former rebels, the activities of M SAB have been extended,
with the agreement of the parties concerned, to operations to naintain security
in the various nei ghbourhoods. Since the signing of the Ceasefire Agreenent on
2 July 1997, M SAB has participated, on the basis of a consensus, in joint
security patrols with approximately 120 nmen, consisting of M SAB personnel and
Central African security and defence forces in all districts of Bangui

48. Apart fromthe security patrols which have brought peace and quiet to
Bangui, MSAB is the only force to receive requests for assistance from al
nei ghbourhoods in the city. During the period from17 to 29 Septenber 1997
t hese incl uded:

Humani t ari an assi st ance

7 medi cal evacuations for various injuries;
8 nedi cal evacuations during the night for childbirth;
2 nedi cal evacuations for various illnesses.

Responses to night-tinme calls relating to assaults

3 cases involving threats;

5 cases of assault or appeals for help;

2 cases of armed robbery;

6 cases of various types of theft.
49. In the daytine, it is also MSAB that provides security and escorts for
convoys to supply fuel, a strategic product to be delivered to all the stations
of PETROCA, the national petroleum products distribution conmpany, fromthe
Kol ongo fuel depot, which is located in an area previously controlled by the
former rebels. M SAB was depl oyed to conpl enent the actions of the various
security services, which had been weakened by the rebellion

Reports of incidents

50. During the fortnight from17 to 29 Septenber 1997, M SAB security
activities resulted in the foll ow ng:
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1 nurder;
3 violent physical attacks resulting in injury;
4 robberies (cash, various articles and itens of equipnent).

The perpetrators of these offences were apprehended and turned over to the
Gendarnerie Nationale Centrafricaine, which conducted investigations and filed
reports. It should be noted that the crime rate in Bangui and the surroundi ng
area has continued to fall. There has been a distinct inprovenent in the
security situation. There has been a considerable relaxation of tension, and
Bangui is looking nore and nore |ike a peaceful city. Economc and cultura
life and organi zed sports are resuning, as are international contacts.

LOGd STI CAL SUPPORT TO THE M SSI ON
51. M SAB receives |logistical support fromthe follow ng sources:

(a) Each of the participating States with troops in Bangui provides its
personnel (officers, non-comm ssioned officers and other ranks) with their
regul ar pay and supplies themw th weapons;

(b) France, which signed the Bangui Agreenents as an observer, has agreed
to provide |ogistical support to the various contingents as foll ows:

- Paynent of the soldiers' total food all owance and daily subsistence
al l onance at the rates currently applicable to Central African
mlitary personnel

- Paynent of rents for the buildings used by military personnel and the
M SAB Conmand;

- Provision of tactical and support vehicles for the force;
- Supply of fuel and vehicle maintenance;
- Supply of office equiprent.

An overal |l evaluation of the cost of deploying M SAB in Bangui cannot be
conducted until the end of the mission. However, taking all expenses into
account, the cost of the |ogistical support provided to M SAB by France anpunts
to sone CFAF 350 nmillion a month, or approximately $600, 000;

(c) The Government of the Central African Republic is supplying vehicles
for use by comand personnel

(d) The Organization of African Unity (QAU) nade a special grant in the
amount of $40,000 in March 1997 to assist the various contingents. A second
speci al grant of $60,000 has been made jointly to the Internati onal Mnitoring
Conmi ttee and M SAB
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52. In the course of the various operations conducted by M SAB, and

particularly during the confrontations of 22 and 23 March and 20 to 26 June, the
force suffered the following |losses: 6 dead (3 Chadi an soldiers, 2 Gabonese
soldiers and 1 Senegal ese sol dier) and 20 wounded (13 Chadi an soldiers, 5
Senegal ese soldiers, 1 Malian soldier and 1 Gabonese sol dier).

CONCLUSI ONS

53. The current experience with the Central African crisis is unique and is al
the nmore stinmulating in that it is unlike any previous experience. However,
there is a risk that this progress may be jeopardized in view of the socia
probl ens associated with the paynent of outstandi ng back wages, pensions and
schol ar shi ps.

54. It is fortunate that UNDP has been understandi ng enough to maintain its

| ogi stical and technical support for the International Mnitoring Comittee so
that it may continue to fulfil its mssion. The Conmttee pays tribute to UNDP
for its willingness to cooperate, w thout which the current experience woul d
have been only an illusion

55. It is strongly recommended that the mandate of the Inter-African Mssion to

Monitor the Inplementation of the Bangui Agreenents be extended (even if it nust
be nodified eventually) in order to continue to ensure security and consolidate
peace until the elections are held in 1998.

56. It nust be pointed out that, owing to the insufficiency of the African
countries' own resources, |logistical support fromthe international comunity,
along the lines of the support which France has provided to M SAB and which
remai ns open to contributions fromall other States, is still needed.

57. The International Mnitoring Conmittee and M SAB wel cone the understandi ng
of this issue expressed by the Security Council after its consideration of the
first three reports. They hope that the appeal nmade to the internationa
comunity by the President of the Council will be met with action

58. It is fitting to nention here the ways in which life in Bangui and the rest
of the country has returned to normal (or nearly so):

. Virtually all government offices have resuned operations as a result
of the newy restored peace and the recent efforts by the Governnent
to pay thema nonth's wages; even if wages continue to be paid
mont hly, the Government is not yet in a position to solve the
sensitive issue of back pay;

. Hotel s, restaurants, refreshnent stalls and bars, night clubs and
dance halls have reopened;

. School s and universities ended the academ c year under satisfactory
ci rcunmst ances: even exami nations went forward as usual

. Al nmost al |l busi nesses have reopened;
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Mar ket s have resumed their normal operations;

Public transport is working and traffic is once again heavy in
commer ci al areas and the surroundi ng nei ghbour hoods;

Airlines (Air Afrique, Air France and Air Gabon in particul ar) have
resumed regul ar service to Bangui

Lastly, the free novenent of persons and goods from place to place
within the capital, which had been a divided city since the third
rebel lion, has become a reality.

Bangui has entered a new era with determ nation, an era marked by a gradua
rebui | di ng of confidence and the resunption of activities in nunerous spheres,
which is a sign that peace has been restored. That peace nust now be
consol i dat ed



