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Note verbal e dated 15 Septenber 1997 from t he Permanent
M ssion of Bulgaria to the United Nati ons addressed to
the Secretary-CGeneral

The Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Bulgaria to the United Nations
presents its conpliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and with
reference to his note verbal e dated 26 March 1997 has the honour to transmt
herewi th the conmmuni cati on of the Government of Bulgaria on the inplementation
of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 51/30 A of 5 Decenber 1996, entitled "Economc
assistance to States affected by the inplenmentation of the Security Council
resol uti ons inposing sanctions on the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia".

The Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Bulgaria has the honour to request
the Secretary-General of the United Nations to circulate the present note and
its annex as an official document of the General Assenbly under agenda
item 20 (b).
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ANNEX

Communi cation fromthe Governnent of the Republic of Bulgaria
on the inplenmentation of General Assenbly resolution 51/30 A

The Republic of Bulgaria has strictly conplied with all United Nations
resolutions related to the mandatory trade and econom c enbargo agai nst the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. The Governnent of Bul garia shares the opinion
that the reginme of the Security Council sanctions was an integral elenment of the
international efforts to bring about a peaceful settlenment of the conflict in
t he former Yugosl avi a.

At the same time, as a country with an econony oriented 80 per cent towards
foreign markets, Bul garia has been extrenely vul nerable to the negative side-
effects of the Security Council resolutions inposing sanctions on the Federa
Republ i c of Yugosl avi a.

According to Bul garian experts using the nethodol ogy of the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranme, the total anpunt of |osses sustained by the Bul garian
econonmy owing to the strict inplenmentation of the Security Council resolutions
i mposi ng sanctions on the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is estimated to exceed
US$ 8 billion.

After the lifting of the sanctions the special economic problens resulting
fromthe inplenentation of the sanctions regime coupled with the ongoing process
of difficult transition froma centrally planned econony to a market econony and
the accunul ation of |osses related to the inplenentation of the sanctions
agai nst the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and Iraq continue to exert a negative inpact
on the national econony and on the overall social and economic situation in
Bul gari a.

Until the enforcement of the sanctions reginme the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia was a major trading partner of Bulgaria, with 75 per cent of its
exports transiting through Yugoslav territory. A substantial part of the |osses
sust ai ned by the Bul garian econony resulted fromthe disruption of the
traditional comrercial route for Bulgarian exports to central and Wstern
Eur ope, which caused a consi derabl e scal i ng-down of economic relations with
countries fromthat part of the continent.

The period of inplementation of the sanctions has shown the | ack of
preparedness of the international comunity to respond in an adequate manner to
difficulties and unforeseen negative consequences for third States nei ghbouring
the target country. Up to this nonent Bul garia has not received adequate
financial and technical assistance as conpensation for its |losses resulting from
the inplenmentation of the international sanctions regine. Bulgaria wll
appreci ate the assistance rendered to conpanies fromaffected States in order to
enabl e themto take part in the post-conflict reconstructi on of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Bulgaria will also welcone projects ained at inprovenent of the
regional infrastructure, including long-termtransport infrastructure projects.
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Bul garia is confident that the international conmunity will undertake the
necessary concerted efforts ainmed at the effective inplenmentation of Genera
Assenbly resolution 51/30 A

The Republic of Bulgaria shares the opinion that the internationa
comunity should show political will for the establishnment of a conplex and
ef fective nechani smfor overcoming the adverse inpact of the sanctions on
seriously affected third States that conply strictly with the relevant United
Nati ons resol utions.



