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| have the honour to transmit herewith a letter dated 22 Septenber 1997,
addressed to you by H's Excellency M. Aytug Pl Uner, Representative of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex woul d
be circul ated as a docunent of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 61, and
of the Security Council.

(Signed) Hiseyin E. CELEM
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

97-25442 (E) 260997 [...
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ANNEX
Letter dated 22 Septenber 1997 from M. Aytugd Pl Gner
addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral
Upon instructions fromny Government, | have the honour to refer to the

letter dated 8 Septenber 1997 addressed to you by the Geek Cypriot
representative at the United Nations, which was circul ated as docunent A/51/972-
S/ 1997/ 699 of 9 Septenber 1997.

At the outset, | wish to remind the Greek Cypriot representative who
depicts north Cyprus as an "illegal entity" or "occupied" areas that the only
occupation in Cyprus is the 34-year-old usurpation and conti nued occupati on by
the G eek Cypriot side of the seat of Government of the bi-commnal Republic of
Cyprus established under international treaties in 1960. Thus the usurper G eek
Cypriot administration or its representatives have no right to question the
legality of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, as an independent State,
whi ch was established through the free and denocratic will of the Turkish

Cypri ot peopl e.

As regards the allegations concerning the sale or |ease of inmovable
property in the north, I wish to recall that previous sinmlar allegations were
dealt with in our previous communi cati on dated 13 May 1997 addressed to you
(A/51/902- S/ 1997/ 375, annex, of 16 May 1997). It shoul d be enphasi zed here once
again that the sale or |ease of imovable property in the north is totally
within the authority and jurisdiction of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
in accordance with the relevant legislation currently in force. It should also
be pointed out here that the Greek Cypriot administration is currently allow ng
t he use, devel opnent and even transfer of Turkish Cypriot properties in the
south. The relevant |egislation enacted by the Greek Cypriot adm nistration
over the years for the utilization of Turkish Cypriot imovable properties (Ilaw
No. 139/1991), includes provisions for the issuance of ownership certificates to
Greek Cypriot citizens for houses built on Turkish Cypriot properties in the
sout h.

In this connection, the reports appearing in the Geek Cypriot press of
9, 13 and 15 Septenber 1997 are noteworthy. It is reported that the Geek
Cypriot administration intends to continue to nationalize the Turkish Cypriot
properties in the south on which houses have been built for Geek Cypriots, and
that the Turkish Cypriot properties in question amount to 4,653 plots of |and
t hroughout south Cyprus (Greek Cypriot daily Fileleftheros, 9 Septenber 1997).
The G eek Cypriot daily Haravgi, 9 Septenber 1997 has reported that the G eek
Cypriot admnistration "is issuing title deeds to those who have thensel ves
financed the construction of their houses. Alnobst half of all housing in
guestion has been built on Turkish Cypriot properties. It is estimted that out
of a total of 12,000 houses built for Geek Cypriots, 5 000 are |ocated on
Tur ki sh Cypriot properties.”

Am dst the controversy prevailing in south Cyprus on the matter of issuing
title deeds as such, the Geek Cypriot |leader, M. dafcos Cerides, is reported
to have confirmed that title deeds would be continued to be issued to Geek
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Cypriots in accordance with the decision taken by the G eek Cypriots Council of
Mnisters. It is reported that in addition to those who have al ready received
title deeds, 500 eligible Greek Cypriots will soon be issued with title deeds
for houses built on Turkish Cypriot properties (Agon, 13 and 15 Septenber 1997).

The i ssue of abandoned property, which is common to both conmunities, is a
subject to be taken up and finalized between the two sides at the intercomuna
tal ks within the framework of a bi-comunal, bi-zonal settlement. The
foundati ons of such a settlement have been laid by the popul ati on exchange
agreement reached between the two sides at Vienna on 2 August 1975, which was
i npl enent ed under United Nations supervision in Septenber 1975. The paraneters
wi thin which reciprocal property clains by both sides can be settled are
outlined in the United Nations set of ideas of 1992, which envisages a gl oba
solution to this issue through property exchange and/ or conpensation

The continued exploitation of this issue by the G eek Cypriot side for
pr opaganda purposes clearly shows that it is not interested in a fair and
realistic solution based on bi-zonality, bi-communality and the politica
equality of the two sides. Such harnful propaganda, ained at m sl eading world
public opinion on the Cyprus question, is further proof that the G eek Cypriot
side intends to maintain its rejectionist stance on the basic paraneters of a
settl enent between the two sides in Cyprus.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter could be circul ated
as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 61, and of the Security
Counci | .

(Signed) Aytug PLUMER
Representative
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus



