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| have the honour to transmit herewith a letter dated 22 Septenber 1997,
addressed to you by H's Excellency M. Aytug Pl iner, Representative of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex which
contains a letter of Hs Excellency M. Rauf R Denktas, President of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus, dated 19 Septenber 1997, woul d be
circul ated as a docunent of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 61, and of
the Security Council .

(Signed) Hiseyin E. CELEM
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

97- 25162 (E) 250997 /...
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ANNEX

Letter dated 22 Septenmber 1997 from M. Aytugd Pl lUner
addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

| have the honour to enclose herewith a copy of the letter dated
19 Septenber 1997 addressed to you by Hi s Excellency M. Rauf R Denktas,
Presi dent of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, in connection with the
Greek Cypriot side's decision to purchase the sophisticated S-300 mssile system
fromthe Russian Federation.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its appendi x
could be circulated as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 61,
and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Aytud PLUMER
Representati ve
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus
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APPENDI X

Letter dated 19 Septenber 1997 from M. Rauf R Denktas
addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

In previous correspondence the Turkish Cypriot side has expressed to Your
Excel l ency its extreme concern regarding the Greek Cypriot side's decision to
procure a sophisticated missile systemfromthe Russian Federation, and the very
serious repercussions this will have on the stability of the island and region
Regardi ng these negative developments, | would like to reiterate our concerns.

Despite extensive international reaction and condemmation, the G eek
Cypriot side continues to assert its determ nation to deploy the S-300 nissile
system which is scheduled to arrive on the island in md-1998. The G eek
Cypriot |eader dafcos derides stated: "our acquisition of the mssiles is not
negoti able", while in a recent interviewwith a Geek Cypriot daily (Agon
24 August 1997), his Foreign Mnister, Yannakis Cassoulides, also reaffirnmed the
Greek Cypriot side's irresponsible determnation to deploy the mssiles.
Representatives fromthe Russian Federation have al so repeated their
Governnment's pledge to sell the mssiles despite the highly dangerous
ram fications it will institute.

As a permanent menber of the Security Council, which has placed the Cyprus
probl em high on its agenda for over 34 years, the Russian Federation should
recognize its responsibility to maintain peace on the island rather than
encouragi ng conflict by conducting potentially destabilizing transactions. The
sale of the arns to the Greek Cypriot side by the Russian Federation is also in
direct contravention of numerous Security Council resolutions that call for a
halt in mlitary proliferation on the island. In two of the latest resolutions
(1092 (1996) of 23 Decenber 1996 and 1117 (1997) of 26 June 1997) the Counci
reiterated concern regarding "the continuing excessive levels of mlitary forces
and armanments in the Republic of Cyprus and the rate at which they are being
expanded, upgraded and noderni zed, including by the introduction of
sophi sti cat ed weaponry".

Simlarly the sale is also a blatant violation of the 1993 Principl es
Governi ng Conventional Arnms Transfers of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), of which the Russian Federation is a signatory,
where it categorically states that each participating State had to consider "the
internal and regional situation in and around the recipient country, in the
Iight of existing tensions or arned conflicts" and were subsequently obliged to
"avoi d transfers which would be likely to endanger peace, introduce
destabilizing mlitary capabilities into a region, or otherw se contribute to
regional instability".

The acquisition of the technol ogically sophisticated mssile systemby the
Greek Cypriots, which threatens to take the arms build-up on Cyprus to a new and
di sturbing qualitative level, adds a highly destabilizing dinension to the
mlitary equation on the island and regi on between guarantor States Turkey and
Greece. The S-300 missile systemw |l give the Greek Cypriot side |ong-range
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capabilities for the first time, enabling themto strike mlitary installations
on mai nl and Turkey, which renders thema tangible and direct threat to the
security of Turkey and is an unacceptable challenge to Turkey's rights and
obligations as a guarantor power. The offensive threat engendered by the G eek
Cypriot side's purchase of the S-300 missile systemhas to be viewed in the
context of its ongoing nassive armanent efforts within the framework of the

G eek-Geek Cypriot "joint defence doctrine". Since its inplenmentation in 1993,
the Greek Cypriot administration, together with Greece, has accel erated the
buil d-up of arnms and armed forces in southern Cyprus bringing current mlitary
expenditure in southern Cyprus in excess of $2 mllion a day, which in

per capita terns is anpbngst the highest in the world.

This pact has al so paved the way for the construction of air and sea bases
in southern Cyprus, intended for Greek fighter planes and warships. According
to recent reports circulated in the Greek Cypriot nedia, the base |ocated in the
Paphos region will becorme operational during the course of the annual G eek-
Geek Cypriot mlitary exercises, code-nanmed "N kiforos", which are scheduled to
take place in Cctober.

The Governnent of Turkey has repeatedly stressed that it will not remain
passive in the face of these provocative and hostile actions and has expressed
its determ nation, as a guarantor Power, to continue to exercise its rights and
obligations to protect the Turkish Cypriots and to preserve the bal ance and
stability in the region. The Geek Cypriot |eadership aims to utilize its
purchase of the S-300 missile systemas a bargaining tool in order to manipul ate
the negotiation process to its advantage. W, on our part, will not allow the
Greek Cypriot side to realize this pernicious objective, especially in view of
the threat it engenders to the peace on the island.

It is irrefutably true that these devel opnents, generated by the G eek
Cypriot administration, have had a gravely negative effect on the political
at nosphere of the island. This atnmosphere will further be poisoned if the G eek
Cypriot side fails to reverse its decision to deploy the said mssiles. W hope
that Your Excellency will do his utnost in inpressing upon the G eek Cypriot
| eadership not to go ahead with the deploynent of the mssiles, which will,
i ndeed, be a nost irresponsible action.

(Signed) Rauf R DENKTAS
Pr esi dent



