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ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANI ZATI ON OF WORK

Provi si onal agenda and annotati ons

. PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA

1. El ection of officers

2. Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

3. (i) Consul tations on conpetition |law and policy, including the Mde
Law and studies related to the provisions of the Set of Principles
and Rul es

(ii) Wor k progranmme, including technical assistance, advisory and
trai ning programmes on conpetition |aw and policy

4, Adoption of the report of the Meeting
[1. ANNOTATI ONS TO THE PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA

lteml1. Election of officers

The neeting will elect a Chairman and a Vi ce- Chairman- cum Rapport eur

GE. 97-51459 (E)
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Item 2. Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work

The provisional agenda is in section | above.

Organi zation of work

In line with paragraph 114 of “A Partnership for G owh and
Devel opnent” (TD/ 377), the Expert Meeting on Conpetition Law and Policy wl|
| ast three days. The first plenary neeting will open at 10 a.m on Monday,
24 Novenber 1997 and be devoted to procedural matters (itenms 1 and 2) and to
introductory statenments. The closing plenary neeting, on 26 Novenber, wll be
devoted to the work programre (agenda item 3 (ii)) and to the adoption of the
report (agenda item4). *

This will |eave the remaining neetings, fromthe afternoon of
24 Novenber to the nmorning of 26 Novenber inclusive, for consultations on
conpetition law and policy, including studies related to the provisions of the
Set of Principles and Rules (agenda item3 (i)). |If nore time is needed, the
adoption of the report could be postponed to |ate afternoon of 26 Novenber, in
order for an afternoon informal working session to take place.

Iltem3 (i). Consultations on conpetition law and policy, including the
Model Law and studies related to the provisions of the Set
of Principles and Rul es

In paragraph 2 (c) of the agreed reconmendati ons adopted by the Expert
Meeting on Conpetition Law and Policy on 15 Novenber 1996 (TD/ B/ COM 2/ EM 5),
it was recomrended to the Comm ssion on Investnent, Technol ogy and Rel at ed
Fi nanci al |ssues, which subsequently endorsed the agreed recomrendati ons
(TD/ B/ COM 2/ 4, annex 1), that the UNCTAD secretariat be requested to prepare a
study for consideration by the next Meeting on “enpirical evidence of the
benefits (including the benefits for consuners) to be gai ned by devel opi ng and
| east devel oped countries and countries in transition from applying
conpetition law and policy principles to econonm c devel opnent in order to
attain greater efficiency in international trade and devel opnent”, on the
basis of comrents nmade at that neeting, and conments to be received by
31 January 1997. Accordingly, the study prepared by the UNCTAD secretariat on
this issue (TD/B/COM 2/ EM 10) will be submitted for consideration by the
Expert Meeti ng.

Further, under paragraph 2 (d) of the sane agreed recommendati ons, the
experts requested the secretariat to continue to publish as non-sessiona
docunent s:

‘(1) Further issues of the Handbook on Conpetition Legislation

(i) A revised version of the Commentary to the Model Law, taking into
account new | egislative devel opnents in the field of conpetition
and

(iii) An updated version of the Directory of Conpetition Authorities.”
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An updated version of the Directory was published on 14 May 1997
(TDB/COM 2/ EM 7). A further issue of the Handbook containing the conpetition
| aws and appropriate conmentaries of countries will be published as docunent
TD/ B/ COM 2/ EM 11 and a revised version of the Mdel Law will be published as
docunent TD/ B/ COM 2/ EM 12. ?

Finally, under this item of the agenda, as requested by the Expert
Meeting in Novenber 1996, specific consultations are to be held on three
subj ects, as foll ows:

“(a) Non-price vertical restraints (selective distribution, exclusive
deal i ng and franchi sing);

(b) Ways and neans of pronoting a conpetition culture and maki ng
transparent the benefits to be derived fromconpetition policy;

(c) I nternational aspects of conpetition and the problenms for
conpetition | aw enforcenent, including international nergers and
i ndustrial concentration which affect other countries and the
strengt hening of international cooperation.”

Shoul d countries wish to hold consultations on additional subjects, they
are requested to informthe secretariat well in advance (no later than end
Sept enber 1997) in order for all participants to prepare thenselves for such
consultations. Mbreover, for each of the subjects referred to above, the
secretariat would be grateful if experts would volunteer to make short
presentati ons.

ltem3 (ii). Wrk programme, including technical assistance, advisory and
trai ning progranmes on conpetition |law and policy

Under this item the Expert Meeting is expected to give guidance to the
UNCTAD secretariat as to further work to be undertaken on conpetition |aw and

policy.

In particular, the Expert Meeting will have before it a “Review
of technical cooperation activities undertaken by UNCTAD and ot her
i ntergovernmental organizations, as well as States bilaterally, with a
view to strengthening its ability to provide technical assistance
for capacity-building in the area of conpetition | aw and policy”
(TD)B/COM 2/EM 9), in line with the request contain in paragraph 4 of the
resol ution adopted by the Third Revi ew Conference in Novenber 1995
(TD/ RBP/ CONF. 4/ 15, annex 1).

On the basis of this review of technical cooperation, the Expert Meeting
is expected to give further guidance to the secretariat for its technica
cooperation activities and reconmend ways and nmeans to inplenent the points
made by the Third Review Conference in the sane resolution (para. 4), as
fol | ows:
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(a) Encour agi ng provi ders and recipients of technical cooperation to
take into account the results of the substantive work done by UNCTAD in the
above-nmentioned areas in determning the focus of their cooperation
activities;

(b) Encour agi ng devel opi ng countries and countries in transition to
identify specific conpetition |law and policy areas and issues which they would
Wi sh to see receive priority attention in the inplenmentation of technica
cooperation activities;

(c) I dentifying common problens encountered in the conpetition |aw
and policy area which m ght receive attention in regional and subregi ona
sem nars;

(d) Enhanci ng cost-effectiveness, conplenentarity and coll aboration
anong providers and recipients of technical cooperation, both in terms of the
geographi cal focus of technical cooperation activities, taking into account
t he special needs of African countries, and the nature of cooperation
undert aken;

(e) Preparati on and execution of national, regional and subregi ona
projects on technical cooperation and training in the field of conpetition |aw
and policy, taking special account of those countries or subregi ons which have
not received such assistance so far, especially in the field of law drafting
and staff training, and enforcenment capacity;

(f) Mobi |'i zi ng resources and wi dening the search for potential donors
for UNCTAD technical cooperation in this area

In this connection, the Expert Meeting may al so wish to deci de how best
to i npl ement the request contained in paragraph 91 (iii) of “A Partnership for
Growm h and Devel opnment” with respect to “focusing on Africa by holding a
regi onal neeting, creating relevant inventories and databases, and
establishing a technical cooperation programe”.

ltem 4. Adoption of the report of the Expert Meeting on its second session

The Expert Meeting on Conpetition Law and Policy is required to report
to the Comm ssion on Investnent, Technol ogy and Rel ated Fi nancial |ssues. 1/

Not es

1.1n view of the short duration of the session, the Rapporteur would be
authorized to conplete the final report after the close of the session

2.1t should be noted that recurrent docunents such as the Handbook of
Conpetition Legislation and the Directory of Conpetition Authorities wll
continue to be published by the UNCTAD secretariat, but as non-sessiona
docunments. It is expected that a linmted nunber of these will be available in
their prelimnary formduring the Expert Meeting.



