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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
Openi ng and duration of the session
1. The resunmed tenth session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Conmittee

for the El aboration of an International Convention to Conbat Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
Particularly in Africa, was held at Geneva from 18 to 22 August 1997. The
sessi on was convened in accordance wi th paragraph 4 of General Assenbly

resol ution 50/112 of 20 Decenber 1995, entitled "El aboration of an international
convention to conmbat desertification in those countries experiencing drought
and/ or desertification, particularly in Africa”. At its resuned tenth session,
the Conmittee held seven neetings (1st to 7th).

1. ORGAN ZATI ONAL MATTERS

A Oficers of the Committee

2. The Bureau of the Committee, as elected at its sixth, eighth, ninth and
tenth sessions, is as foll ows:

Chairman: M. Bo Kjellén (Sweden)
Vi ce- Chai rmen: M. Fassassi Adam Yacoubou (Benin)

M. Aok Jain (India)
M. José Urrutia (Peru)

Rapporteur: M. Anatoli M Ovchinni kov (Uzbeki stan)

Working Group |

Chairman: M. Mhamed Mahmoud Qul d El Ghaout h (Mauritani a)

Vi ce- Chairmen: M. Mhanmmad Reza H K Jabbary (lslamc Republic of Iran)
M. Erwin Otiz-Gandarillas (Bolivia)
M. Franklin C. Moore (United States of America)

Working Group 11

Chairman: M. Takao Shibata (Japan)

Vi ce- Chairmen: M. David Etuket (Uganda)
M. Samvel Bal oyan (Arnenia)

B. Adoption of the agenda

3. At its 1st neeting, on 18 August, the Conmittee adopted the follow ng
agenda:
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1. Adopti on of the agenda and organi zati on of work.
2. Preparation for the Conference of the Parties.
3. Speci al action:
(a) Urgent action for Africa;
(b) Action taken in the Asian, Latin American and the Cari bbean, and
Nort hern Medit erranean regions.
4. Status of signature and ratification of the Convention.
5. Revi ew of the situation as regards extrabudgetary funds.
6. Adoption of the report of the Committee on its resumed tenth session.
C. Attendance
4. Representatives of the followi ng States attended the session: Algeria,
Angol a, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Arnmenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan,
Bar bados, Bel gium Benin, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cameroon,

Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colonbia,
Costa Rica, Cbte d'lvoire, Cuba, Denobcratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark,
Ojibouti, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, France, Finland, Ganbia,
Ceorgi a, CGermany, Ghana, G eece, CGuatenala, Quinea, Haiti, Holy See, Honduras,
Hungary, lceland, India, Iran (Islamc Republic of), Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan
Arab Janehiriya, Luxenbourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Mli, Mauritania, Mexico,
Mongol i a, Morocco, Mzanbi que, Myanmar, Nami bia, Nepal, Netherlands, N ger,
Norway, Paki stan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Republic of Korea, Romani a, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South
Africa, Spain, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic,
Thai | and, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Turknenistan, Uganda, United Ki ngdom of G eat
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of
Anerica, Uzbekistan, Yenmen, Zanbia, Zi nbabwe.

5. The following United Nations offices and organs were represented: United
Nati ons Devel opnent Programme, O fice to Conbat Desertification and Drought,
United Nations Environnment Programme, United Nations Institute for Training and
Research, United Nations University, United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent and World Food Progranme.

6. The foll owi ng specialized agenci es and other organizations of the United
Nations systemwere represented: International Labour Organization, Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, United Nations Educational,
Scientific and CQultural Organization, Wrld Bank, Wrld Meteorol ogi cal

Organi zation, International Fund for Agricultural Devel opment, United Nations
I ndustrial Devel opment Organi zation, dobal Environment Facility.
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7. The foll owi ng intergovernnental organizations were represented: African
Devel opnent Bank, Arab Organization for Agricultural Devel opnent, Asia African
Legal Consultative Committee, Centre for Environnment and the Arab Regi on and
Eur ope, Commonweal th Secretariat, European Conmi ssion, |ntergovernnmenta
Authority for Devel opnent, International Crop Research Institute for the Sem -
Arid Tropics, League of Arab States, Organisation for Econom c Cooperation and
Devel opnent, Organization of African Unity, Permanent Interstate Commttee for
Drought Control in the Sahel, Sahara and Sahel Cbservatory, Secretariat of the
Convention on Wtlands, Southern African Devel opnent Community, Sovereign
Mlitary Oder of Malta.

8. The foll owi ng non-governnmental organi zati ons were represented: Al eyne,
Amigos de |la Tierra, Association de formation et d' appui au devel oppenent,
Associ ation devel oppenent durabl e, Association pour la protection de |a nature,
Austral ian Conservation Foundation, Both Ends, Conféderation des ONG

d' environnenent et de dével oppenent de |' Afrique centrale, Coordinanmento delle
Organi zzazi oni non governative per |a Cooperazione Internazionale allo Svil uppo,
Dével oppenent environnenent formation insertion sociale, Earth Acti on Network,
Ecoci enci a, Fundaci é6n Ecuatori ana de Estudi os Ecol 6gi cos, EcoNews Africa,

Envi ronnent Liaison Centre International, Environnental Mnitoring G oup,

Envi ronnental i st Society, Environnenent et dével oppenent du tiers-nonde, Espoir,
Eur opean Environnental Bureau, Fel ege Gui hon International, Fondation
centrafricaine pour |a sauvegarde des ressources, Fundaci 6n del Sur, German NGO
Forum GQui née écol ogie, Hope for Wnen, Institut MariamDi allo, Internationa
Central Asian Biodiversity Institute, Journalists Environmental Association of
Tanzani a, Muvenent écol ogi que al gérien, Naurzum Nati onal Nature Reserve,

Ni geri an Environnental Study/Action Team Pananerican-Panafrican

Association Inc., ProNatural eza, Salubrité, propreté, hygi éne et technique

d' assai ni ssement, Society for Conservation and Protection of the Environnent,
Solidarité Canada Sahel, Uganda Wnen Tree Pl anting Movenent, Vol ontaires dans
la lutte contre la désertification et |a sécheresse, WIderness Society, Yonge
Nawe Environnental Action Goup, Youth for Action

D. Docunentation
9. The documents before the Commttee at its resuned tenth session are |isted

in appendix | to the present report.

E. Accreditation of non-governnental organizations

10. At its 1st meeting, on 18 August, the Committee, bearing in m nd

par agraph 19 of General Assenbly resolution 47/188 of 22 Decenber 1992 and
rule 49 of the rules of procedure of the Commttee (A/ AC 241/3), decided to
approve the accreditation of the non-governnmental organizations listed in
docunent A/ AC. 241/9/ Add. 14 (see appendi x |1, decision 10/15).
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F. Participation of intergovernnmental organizations in the
work of the Comm ttee

11. At its 1st meeting, on 18 August, the Committee, bearing in mnd the

provi sions of General Assenbly resolution 47/188 on the participation of
observers in the work of the Conmittee in accordance with the established
practice of the General Assenbly, decided to accord observer status in its work
to the intergovernnmental organizations listed in document A/ AC. 241/L.5/Add. 3-5
(see appendi x |1, decision 10/16).

[11. PREPARATI ON FOR THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES
12. The Committee considered the question of preparation for the Conference of
the Parties (agenda item?2) at its 2nd, 3rd and 5th to 7th neetings, from19 to

22 August 1997.

Bureau of the first session of the Conference of the Parties

13. At its 7th nmeeting, on 22 August, statenents regarding the Bureau of the
first session of the Conference of the Parties were nmade by the representatives
of Benin (on behalf of the African Goup), Panama (on behalf of the Latin

Ameri can and Cari bbean Group), the Islamc Republic of Iran (on behalf of the
Asi an G oup), Belgium (on behalf of the Western European G oup) and Armenia (on
behal f of the Eastern European G oup).

14. At the sanme neeting, upon the proposal of the Chairman, the Commttee
wel coned the candidacy of Italy for the Presidency of the first session of the
Conference of the Parties.

d obal nechani sm

15. At its 7th meeting, on 22 August, the Chairman informed the Commttee that,
as a result of informal consultations conducted by M. Pierre-Mrc Johnson
(Canada), the follow ng amendnents had been agreed upon to paragraph 4 (e) of
section A, appendix I, of docunent |ICCD/COP(1)/5 on gl obal nechani sm

conpil ation of revised offers of the International Fund for Agricultura

Devel opnent and the United Nations Devel opnent Programre, which would be
submtted to the Conference of the Parties in docunment | CCDY COP(1)/5/Add.1. The
anended paragraph reads as foll ows:

"Quide and direct, as requested [and as appropriate], the channelling and
al |l ocation of resources nobilized for the purpose of the Convention,
including [its own] resources nade available to it for its functioning and
activities [, as defined in section A of this appendix,] frombilateral and
mul tilateral sources through the host and other organizations, in [a
continuous,] [an adequate,] predictable and tinely fashion to |ocal,
national, subregional and regional levels for the inplenmentation of action
programes, projects and activities to conbat desertification and/or
mtigate the effects of drought in affected devel oping country parties,
particularly in Africa."
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Action taken by the Committee

Designation of a permanent secretariat and arrangenents for its functioning:
procedure for selection of the city to host the pernanent secretari at

16. At its 7th meeting, on 22 August, the Committee adopted a draft decision
entitled "Designation of a permanent secretariat and arrangenents for its
functioning: procedure for selection of the city to host the pernmanent
secretariat”, submitted by the Chairman as a result of informal consultations
(see appendi x 11, decision 10/17).

Housi ng of the gl obal nechani sm

17. At its 7th meeting, on 22 August, the Committee adopted a draft decision
entitled "Housing of the global mechanisn, submtted by the Chairman as a
result of informal consultations (subsequently issued in docunent A/ AC. 241/L.41)
(see appendi x 11, decision 10/18).

18. At its 7th nmeeting, on 22 August, the representative of the United Republic
of Tanzani a, speaking on behalf of the Goup of 77 and China, inforned the
Committee that the G oup would be submtting two draft decisions, entitled "The
establ i shnent of a conmmittee on the review and inplenentati on of the Conventi on”
and "Col | aboration between the permanent secretariat and sister conventions", as
docurments of the tenth session, for consideration at the first session of the
Conference of the Parties (subsequently issued in documents A/ AC. 241/L.42 and

L. 43).

V. SPECI AL ACTI ON

19. The Committee held a discussion on the question of special action: urgent
action for Africa (agenda item 3 (a)) and special action: action taken in the
Asi an, Latin American and the Cari bbean and Northern Mediterranean regions
(agenda item3 (b)) at its 4th to 6th neetings, from20 to 22 August 1997

20. A summary by the Chairman on the consideration of the itemis contained in
appendi x I11.

V. STATUS OF S| GNATURE AND RATI FI CATI ON OF THE CONVENTI ON

21. The Conm ttee considered the question of the status of signature and
ratification of the Convention (agenda item4) at its 1st neeting, on
18 August 1997.

22. The Executive Secretary infornmed the Committee that 108 countries had
ratified or acceded to the Convention. The follow ng countries deposited their
instruments of ratification or accession since the date of the report on the
first part of the tenth session of the Coomittee and during or just before its
resumed session:
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Angol a (30 June 1997) Iran, Islamc Republic of

(29 April 1997)
Anti gua and Barbuda (6 June 1997)

Ireland (31 July 1997)
Argentina (6 January 1997)

Italy (23 June 1997)
Armenia (2 July 1997)

Kazakhstan (9 July 1997)
Austria (2 June 1997)

Kenya (24 June 1997)
Bahrain (14 July 1997)

Kuwai t (27 June 1997)
Bar bados (14 May 1997)

Luxenbourg (4 February 1997)
Brazil (25 June 1997)

Madagascar (25 June 1997)
Burundi (6 January 1997)

Mal aysi a (25 June 1997)
Canbodi a (18 August 1997)

Mozanbi que (13 March 1997)
Caneroon (29 May 1997)

Myanmar (2 January 1997)
Cote d'Ilvoire (4 March 1997)

Nam bia (16 May 1997)
Cuba (13 March 1997)

Ni geria (8 July 1997)
D ibouti (12 June 1997)

Paki stan (24 February 1997)
Dom ni can Republic (26 June 1997)

Paraguay (15 January 1997)
El Sal vador (27 June 1997)

Saint Kitts and Nevis (30 June 1997)
Equat ori al CQuinea (26 June 1997)

Saint Lucia (2 July 1997)
Et hi opi a (27 June 1997)

Saudi Arabia (25 June 1997)
France (12 June 1997)

Seychel  es (26 June 1997)
Greece (5 May 1997)

Syrian Arab Republic (10 June 1997)
Grenada (28 May 1997)

Taji kistan (16 July 1997)
Gui nea (23 June 1997)

Uganda (25 June 1997)
Guyana (26 June 1997)

United Republic of Tanzania
Honduras (25 June 1997) (19 June 1997)

I celand (3 June 1997) Yenen (14 January 1997)
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VI. REVIEWCOF THE Sl TUATI ON AS REGARDS EXTRABUDGETARY FUNDS

23. The Committee considered the question of the review of the situation as
regards extrabudgetary funds (agenda itemb5) at its 5th neeting, on
21 August 1997.

24. The Executive Secretary informed the Conmittee that in view of the short

i nterveni ng period between the resuned tenth session of the Conmttee and the
Conference of the Parties, no separate docunent on the review of the situation
as regards extrabudgetary funds was prepared for the resumed session. However,
he indicated that a docunent had been prepared by the Secretariat for the
Conference of the Parties.

25. The Executive Secretary al so reported on the nunber of participants who
were offered travel funding fromthe Special Voluntary Fund for the resuned
session and al so announced the actual contributions and outstandi ng pl edges
received since the first part of the tenth session of the Conmttee for both the
Speci al Voluntary Fund and the Trust Fund for supporting the negotiating
process.

26. The representative of Luxenbourg indicated during the session that his
Governnment woul d be contributing to the extrabudgetary funds, but that he was
not in a position to specify the anount at that tine.

VII. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMM TTEE ON | TS
RESUMED TENTH SESSI ON

27. At the 7th meeting, on 22 August, the Conmittee adopted the draft report on
its resuned tenth session as contained in document A/ AC. 241/L.39 and authorized
the Rapporteur to finalize it by incorporating therein the proceedi ngs of the
neetings held and the decisions taken during the final nmeetings of the session
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APPENDI X |

List of docunents before the Comrittee at its resuned

A AC. 241/ 9/ Add. 14 1

A AC. 241/ 71 1
A AC. 241/ L. 5/ Add. 3-5 2
A/ AC. 241/ L. 39 6
A/ AC. 241/ L. 40 2
A/ AC. 241/ L. 41 2
A/ AC. 241/ L. 42 2
A/ AC. 241/ L. 43 2

tenth session

Agenda item

Title or description

Li st of non-governnental organizations
recommended for accreditation by the
Comm ttee

Agenda and proposed organi zati on of work
for the resunmed tenth session

Notes by the Secretariat entitled
"Participation of intergovernmenta
organi zations in the work of the Committee

Draft report of the Conmittee on its
resuned tenth session

Draft decision submtted by the Chairnan,
entitled "Designation of a permanent
secretariat and arrangements for its
functioning: procedure for selection of
the city to host the pernmanent secretari at

Draft decision submtted by the Chairnan,
entitled "Housing of the global nechanisnf

Draft decision submtted by the United
Republic of Tanzania, on behalf of the

G oup of 77 and China, entitled "The
establi shment of a Cormittee on the review
and i npl ement ati on of the Convention"

Draft decision submtted by the United
Republic of Tanzania, on behalf of the
G oup of 77 and China, entitled

"Col | abor ati on between the permanent
secretariat and sister conventions"



A/ 52/ 82/ Add.
Engl i sh
Page 11

APPENDI X 1 |

Deci sions adopted by the Committee at its resuned tenth session

Decision 10/15

Accreditation of non-governnental organi zations

The I ntergovernmental Negotiating Committee, bearing in mnd paragraph 19
of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 47/188 of 22 Decenber 1992 and rule 49 of the
rul es of procedure of the Conmmttee (A/ AC. 241/ 3), decides to approve the
accreditation of the follow ng non-governnental organizations:

Amigos de la Tierra, Spain

Associ ation de réflexion d' échanges et d' action pour |'environnenent et |le
dével oppenent

Associ ati on dével oppenent durabl e
Associ ation for Rural and Environnent Care (AREC
Associ ation pour |e dével oppenent des techni ques agro-écol ogi ques (ADTAE)

Associ ation pour la protection de |'environnenent et |le bien-étre social
( APEBES)

Coordi nanmento del l e Organi zzazi oni non governati ve per |a Cooperazi one
I nt ernazionale allo Sviluppo (COCS)

Di saster Mtigation Institute

Ecol ogi cal Mvenent of Kyrgyzstan "Al eyne"

Fondation des amis de |a nature (NATURAMA)

For UM ( The Norwegi an Forum for Environnment and Devel opnent)
Gani a Unnayan Committee

Groupenent d'appui aux initiatives écononi ques des fenmes
Institut MariamDbDiallo

International Central Asian Biodiversity Institute (Bl OSTAN)
International Comm ssion on Irrigation and Drai nage

Journal i sts Environmental Asociation of Tanzania (JET)

Law and Environnment Eurasia Partnership (LEEP)
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Les ams de la terre, DOjibouti (AM TERD)
Organi sation centrafricaine pour |a défense de |a nature
Organi sation fém nine pour |e dével oppenent du Haut-Nkam (OR FE. DE. HN)

Organi sation mauritani enne pour |a protection de |'environnenent et |a
lutte contre |la désertification

PanAmeri can- PanAfri can Associ ati on

Réseau de dével opperment d' agricul ture durabl e (REDAD)

SAPHTA (Sal ubrité, propreté, hygi ene et techni que d' assai ni ssenment)
Secrétariat permanent des organi sati ons non gouver nenent al es ( SPONG
Sel f - Enpl oyed Wnen's Associ ati on ( SEWA)

Sindh Rural Wrnen's Up-lift G oup

Soci o- Ecol ogi cal Uni on

Sout hPanAfri can International

Uganda Associ ation for Social Econom c Progress

Uni ver si dad | nternaci onal de Andal ucia

Vi har Samaj Kal yan Sanst han

Volontaires dans la lutte contre |la désertification et |a sécheresse
( VOLUDES)

Vuum Tree Planting and Nursery Society

Wrld Vision International, Senegal

Deci sion 10/16

Participation of intergovernnental organizations in the wrk of the Committee

The I ntergovernmental Negotiating Committee, bearing in mnd the provisions
of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 47/188 of 22 Decenber 1992 on the participation
of observers in the work of the Cormittee in accordance with the established
practice of the Assenbly, decides to accord observer status in its work to the
foll owi ng i ntergovernmental organizations:

Arab Organisation for Agricultural Devel opnent (AQAD)
CAB I nternational

Secretariat of the Convention on Wetlands ( RAVMSAR)



A/ 52/ 82/ Add. 1
Engl i sh
Page 13

Decision 10/17

Designation of a permanent secretariat and arrangenents for its
functioning: procedure for selection of the city to host the
per manent secretari at

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling its decision 9/2 and foll owi ng the recomendati on of the Contact
G oup on the physical location of the permanent secretariat that net on
19 August 1997 during the resunmed tenth session of the Committee,

Recomrends to the Conference of the Parties at its first session the
foll owi ng procedure for the selection of the city to host the pernmanent
secretariat:

(a) An informal and confidential poll should be conducted anong countries
that are parties to the Convention that are present on the day of the poll for
t he purpose of obtaining a consensus on the physical |ocation of the permanent
secretari at;

(b) The poll should be carried out in a plenary neeting on Friday,
3 Cctober 1997, under the chairmanship of the President of the Conference, under
the direct supervision of the Chairman of the Contact Goup and with the support
of the secretariat;

(c) Only accredited del egates of parties will participate. It is,
therefore, essential that parties provide their letters of credentials as early
as possible to allow the Bureau of the Conference, acting as Credentials
Committee, to review themand prepare a report in tine for the poll

(d) Each party shall indicate its preference on a ballot prepared for this
purpose, with a clear mark in the box adjacent to the name of the city that the
party considers the nost appropriate for the physical |ocation of the pernanent
secretariat. The conpleted ballot shall be placed in a closed box during the
pl enary neeting;

(e) Once the voting process is concluded, the box will be opened in the
presence of the Chairman of the Contact G oup, the representatives of the three
countries offering to host the permanent secretariat and the Executive
Secretary. Ballots containing nore than one mark or left blank will be
considered invalid and will not be counted;

(f) If one of the cities obtains a majority of valid preferences, it wll
be proposed as a consensus decision. |If no city obtains a magjority, a second
and final round of voting will be carried out to elicit preferences between the
two cities obtaining the nost votes in the first round. The city obtaining the
greatest nunber of votes in the second round will be proposed by the President
as a consensus decision of the Conference on the sane day. The detailed results
of the poll will be kept secret.
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Decision 10/18

Housi ng of the gl obal nechani sm

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling article 21 of the United Nati ons Convention to Conbat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa, in particular paragraphs 4 to 7,

Recalling also the invitation by the Chairman of the Conmttee to
organi zations that mght be interested in hosting the gl obal mechanismto submt
such an interest in witing,

Noting the statement nmade by the President of the Wrld Bank at the
ni net eent h speci al session of the General Assenbly in June 1997 as well as the
statenment made by the representative of the Wrld Bank at the resumed tenth
sessi on,

Noting with appreciation the additional information provided by the
International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent and the United Nations
Devel opnent Programme with respect to their respective offers to house the
gl obal nechani sm

Recalling its decision 10/3, in particular paragraph 4, in which it
requests the interimsecretariat to present the subm ssions of the Internationa
Fund for Agricultural Devel opnment and the United Nations Devel opment Programme
to the Conference of the Parties at its first session

1. Requests the Conference of the Parties at its first session to
consider the offers of the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent and
the United Nations Devel opment Programme, including any suggestions they deem
necessary, and to take appropriate action on the matters related to the
selection of an institution to house the gl obal nechanism

2. Requests the secretariat, in consultation with the International Fund
for Agricultural Devel opnent and the United Nations Devel opnent Programme to
devel op proposals on administrative and operational nodalities of the gl oba
mechani sm for consi derati on and adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its
first session;

3. Invites the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent, the
United Nations Devel opment Programme and the Wrld Bank to consult on and
devel op a proposal on the possible collaborative institutional arrangenent for
t he gl obal nechani smfor subm ssion to, consideration by and appropriate action
by the Conference of the Parties at is first session
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Appendi x 111

[Oiginal: French]

Summary by the Chairnan on the question of special action

1. During its consideration of the agenda itemon the inplenmentation of the
resol ution on urgent action for Africa and interimaction in other regions
affected by desertification, the Commttee heard a nunber of statements by the
countries concerned and by comnpetent organi zations.

2. Those statenents indicated that, in every region of the world, countries
had made good use of the interimperiod just ended to lay the foundations for
t he expeditious inplenmentation, under favourable conditions, of the United
Nat i ons Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing
Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa.

3. In Africa, nunerous discussions at all levels and with different categories
of actors enabl ed many countries, by the close of this interimperiod, to define
a nethodol ogy for fornulating national and subregi onal action programres.

4. There are still disparities in the intensity of the efforts being made and,
consequently, in the speed with which activities have been undertaken. However,
it is encouraging to note that initiatives such as national information sem nars
and decentral i zed wor kshops are now being conducted in all of the countries

af fected

5. The countries that are nobst advanced in this process have held their
national forunms and have managed, as a result, to clarify their strategy for
preparing activities |leading to the adoption of a national action programe.

6. It should be noted that the countries concerned have paid priority
attention to certain inportant dinmensions, such as the m ssion of nationa
steering committees for the process, internal efforts to nobilize financia
resources and the intensification of the consultative process based on efforts
to achieve a convergence of views with the main bilateral and nultilatera
partners.

7. At the subregional level, all of the conpetent organizations are now fully
engaged in the formul ati on of subregional action programes. These

organi zations, such as the Permanent Inter-State Commttee for Drought Contro
in the Sahel (CILSS), have rightly noted that, at the conclusion of the
subregional forums held in Africa during the inter-sessional period, veritable
terms of reference were elaborated in the formof priority areas of action
Thus, the next phase will consist of the formulation of proposed activities.

8. At the regional level, the pan-African conference on the inplenentation of
the Convention, held in March 1997, gave African experts and politica
authorities an opportunity to consider a draft outline for the formulation of
the regi onal action programre. Subsequently, they drew up specific guidelines
for that process.
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9. In Latin Arerica and the Caribbean, the negotiations held in Havana in

March 1997 in the context of a regional conference on the inplenentation of the
Convention will serve as a frame of reference, since the Latin Anerican and
Cari bbean countries identified, on that occasi on, possible |inkages between
nati onal action programes and the regional progranmme. In addition, sone
countries of the region, such as Haiti, are considered by their peers as
countries which should be given priority because of the difficulties they have
experienced as a result of drought and desertification

10. New approaches are also energing in the wake of the strengthening of ties
of cooperation under the Convention anong countries such as Argentina, Bolivia,
Chil e, Ecuador and Peru.

11. Anong the priority areas in which the countries of the region agreed to
undertake i medi ate action are capacity-building, the establishment of an

i nformation network, awareness-raising activities and the devel opnent of
bilateral and nultilateral cooperation on the issue of conbating
desertification.

12. At the regional level, priority is being given to the establishnent and
operation of the regional coordination nechanism To this end, the countries of
the regi on are seeking nore active support from devel opnent partners.

13. In Asia, a nunber of countries have undertaken diverse activities in recent
nonths, in the areas of both information and scientific and technical research
In relation to the latter area, several countries (China, Israel and the Russian
Federation) offered to open their centres of excellence, which are known for
their high | evel of expertise, to other devel oping countries affected by
desertification. These research units are already in a position to provide

hi gh-quality training in areas such as water resources managenent, the ecol ogy
of arid zones and the harnessing of renewabl e sources of energy.

14. At the regional level, the regional mnisterial conference held in Beijing
in May 1997 enabl ed the chief decision makers to devise arrangenents for

formul ating the regional action progranme. The priority areas identified

i ncluded reforestation and soil conservation, pasturel and managenent and water
resour ces nanagenent.

15. In the northern Mediterranean, the countries concerned pursued intensive
negotiations during the inter-sessional period. 1In this context, the nmeetings
held in Lisbon; Mircia, Spain; and Matera, ltaly attest not only to the

consi stency of these efforts, but also to the countries' commtnment to the
Conventi on.

16. In this region as well, the priority activities already identified wll
serve as a basis for the action programme which the countries concerned plan to
put into practice.

17. In conclusion, we note with satisfaction that the decisions taken at the
fifth session of the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Committee on urgent action
for Africa and interimaction in general have enabled activities under the
Convention to get under way even before the first Conference of the Parties.
Both the positive and the negative aspects of this experience should guide us in
the very inportant period now begi nni ng.



