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Letter dated 11 Septenber 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representatives
of Lithuania and Poland to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

We have the honour to transmt herewith the text of the Final Statement by
M. Al girdas Mykol as Brazauskas, President of the Republic of Lithuania, and
M. Al eksander Kwasni ewski, President of the Republic of Poland, issued at the
concl usi on of the Conference on Coexistence of Nations and Good- Nei ghbourly
Rel ations - the Guarantee of Security and Stability in Europe, held at Vilnius
on 5 and 6 Septenber 1997

We kindly request your assistance in distributing the text of the present
letter and its annex as a docunent of the General Assenbly, under item 81 of the
provi si onal agenda.

(Signed) Zbigniew Maria W.OSON CZ (Signed) GOskaras JUSYS
Anbassador Anbassador
Per manent Representative Per manent Representative
of the Republic of Poland of the Republic of Lithuania
to the United Nations to the United Nations

* A/ 52/150 and Corr. 1.
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ANNEX

Final Statenment by the President of the Republic of Lithuania

and the President of the Republic of Poland at the Conference

on Coexi stence of Nations and Good- Nei ghbourly Relations -

the Guarantee of Security and Stability in Europe, issued at
Vilnius on 6 Septenber 1997

On 5 and 6 Septenber 1997, the Presidents of Lithuania, Poland, Belarus,

Bul gari a, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, Latvia, Republic of Ml dova, Ronania and
Ukrai ne and the Prime Mnister of the Russian Federation participated in an

i nternational conference at Vilnius. They were joined by politicians,
scientists and public and cultural figures from Gernmany, Iceland, Norway, the
United States of Anerica and other countries, the Chairman of the O ganization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the President of the Parlianentary
Assenbly of the Council of Europe and representatives of the European Union

The Presidents of the Republic of Lithuania and the Republic of Pol and
extended their sincere gratitude to all guests and participants of the 1997
Vi I ni us Conference.

The Presidents of Lithuania and Pol and expressed their great appreciation
for the support they received for the idea of holding the Conference fromthe
Presidents of the Czech Republic, France, Germany, and the United States as well
as other notable persons and politicians.

The Presidents noted with satisfaction that the principal aimof the 1997
Vil nius Conference had been attained: to comunicate to Europe and the
international community that good rel ati ons anong nei ghbouring States contribute
significantly to the building of a stable, secure and prosperous Europe.

The Presidents noted the need for All States to ensure conpliance with the
principles of denocracy, the rule of law, the free market, freedom of expression
and assenbly, as well as respect for human rights and the rights of nationa
mnorities, which together constitute indispensable preconditions for overcom ng
the division of Europe and the devel opnent of good-nei ghbourly relations.

The Presidents reconfirmed the right of States to be free to choose their
own security arrangenents.

Sumari zi ng the i deas and thoughts expressed at the Conference, the
Presidents of Lithuania and Pol and stated their conviction that all States
shared an interest in inplenmenting and fostering universally recognized
principles of international |aw, including those enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations and the mai n docunents of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe and the Council of Europe.

The Presidents enphasized that the end of the cold war had offered an
opportunity and a historic responsibility to the States represented at the
Conference to develop relations in Central and Eastern Europe. Those States are
united in the conviction that dial ogue, cooperation, the elimnmnation of
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superstitions and stereotypes, respect for the principles of denocracy, human
rights, the rights of national mnorities and the sovereignty of States
strengthen security in the region and in all of Europe.

The Presidents stated their conviction that the process of enlargenent of
t he European Union and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, to which both
Li t huani a and Pol and aspire, would expand the zone of security in Europe and, as
aresult, would contribute significantly to the building of a free, peaceful,
secure and prosperous Europe.

Li thuania and Poland's current bilateral relations, a true strategic
partnership, can be defined as historically their best. This is evidence that
on the basis of the above principles, countries can overconme m sunderstandi ngs
and historical disagreenents and that national minorities can be a factor in
bringi ng together and uniting neighbouring States.

The Presidents of Lithuania and Pol and proposed to the participants of the

Conference and to all other States that they continue the dial ogue which started
at Vilnius. The next neeting may take place in Poland in 1999.



