CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT
CD/ PV. 771
29 July 1997

ENGLI SH

FI NAL RECORD OF THE SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY- FI RST PLENARY MEETI NG

Hel d at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on Tuesday, 29 July 1997, at 10 a.m

Presi dent: Ms. Krasnohor ské ( Sl ovaki a)

GE. 97-63723 (E)



CD/ PV. 771

2

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | declare open the
771st plenary neeting of the Conference on Di sarmanment.

Allow ne first of all, on behalf of the Conference and on ny own behal f,
to extend a warm wel cone to our new col | eagues, Anbassadors Javier Illanes of
Chile and Clive Pearson of New Zeal and, who are taking part in our work for
the first tine. | would also like to assure them of our fullest cooperation

and support in their new duti es.

| also wish to informyou that, in conformty with the decision we took
at the last plenary neeting, on 27 June 1997, imredi ately follow ng the end of
this plenary neeting we shall hold informal open-ended consultations in order
to continue consideration of the itens outstandi ng regarding the programe of
wor k of the Conference.

On ny list of speakers today | have the representative of the
United Kingdom of Geat Britain and Northern Irel and, Anbassador
Sir Mchael Weston, and the representative of Ukraine, Anbassador Mi meskul .
As you know, Anmbassador Sir M chael Weston is leaving this Conference after
havi ng represented his Governnent here for over five years with distinction
and a consunmate sense of hunour. He joined the Conference at a crucial stage
when it was finalizing negotiations on the Convention on the Prohibition of
Chenmi cal Weapons, and nost of us recall his personal contribution in the fina
stages of the negotiations. He also played an outstanding role in the draw ng
up of the Conprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty, where he was al ways able to
reconcile the views of his Governnent and the need to secure a consensus
acceptable to all. During his stay in CGeneva, Sir M chael Wston al so worked
extensively outside the context of the activities of the Conference on
Di sarmanment, and his personal contribution to efforts to strengthen the
Convention on Biol ogi cal Weapons was to be seen in particular in the exenplary
fashion in which he chaired the last review conference of States parties to
t he Convention. Accordingly, on behalf of the Conference and on ny own
behal f, | should like to wish himand his famly much success and happi ness in
his new activities. | invite Anbassador Sir Mchael Wston to take the floor

Sir Mchael WESTON (United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland): | amsincerely touched by your kind words. As you say,
I amtaking the floor in a CD plenary for the last time today. Next Mnday,
| | eave Geneva after five and a half years as the United Kingdom s Anbassador
to the CD. In that tine, | have listened to a good nunber of valedictory
statements from departing coll eagues. In these statenents, there have been
two recurring thenmes: first, the departing Anbassadors comrent that in their
time at the CD, they have conpleted a circuit of the chairs at the conference
tabl e, starting and finishing in the sane place; secondly, Anbassadors recal
their time as CD President. The wel cone expansion of the CD s nmenbership has
changed all that - at |east for ne.

Wth regard to the first theme, however, perhaps nowis the tine to
admt that, philistine that | am | amno great fan of the austere nurals
whi ch stare gloom |y down on us, the effect accentuated by the strange custom
of always having the curtains in the Council Chanmber drawn across the w ndows
so that we conduct our business in Stygian gloom The fact that | have not
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been able to view the nurals fromevery conceivable angle in this Chanber
therefore causes ne no great heartache. On the second thenme, | used to think
that the opposite would be true and that, in never having been President of
the CD, | had m ssed out on one of life's great opportunities. However, as
the CD s inpasse has deepened, the job of CD President has this year becone
ever nore arduous and thankless. Consequently, | am beginning to believe |
have had a |ucky escape. Al the nore so when | realize that, but for the
CD s expansion, the United Kingdomwould currently hold the Presidency and
shoul d be delivering this statenent from where you, Madam are now sitting!

In her valedictory statement in 1992, ny predecessor appealed for the
use of dogs in chem cal and biol ogi cal weapons defence research programes to
cease. Although I synmpathize with Mss Sol esby's aimand certainly, sitting
in this Chanber, enpathize with the wetched beagles used in research on the
ef fect of snoking and passive snoking on human beings, | have no such clear
nmessage. Nevertheless ny remarks which follow are my personal views, not
those of the British Governnent.

In ny five years at the CD, | have cone to | ook on the Conference as
something akin to the little girl with the curl in the mddle of her forehead:
when she is good, she is very, very good; but when she is bad, she is horrid.
My first four years here, beginning with the final stages of the CAC
negoti ati ons, were good years; 1997 on the other hand has been pretty horrid -
so far at least. Last year, we added the CTIBT to the inpressive |ist of
achi evenents of the CD and its predecessors. This year, the CD has been
deadl ocked for nonths and we have been unable to start any substantive work
All we have to show for our efforts is the appointnent of the four specia
coordi nators. We shall clearly have to do better if we expect our governnents
to continue to pay for us to live in this splendid country.

It seens to ne to be inportant not to forget that the CDis, first and
forenpst, a negotiating forum There are other places to tal k about
di sarmanent. The purpose of the CD is to produce agreenents of substance and
worth. We can only do this by negotiating on subjects which are ripe for

negotiation. In ny view, there are currently two of these: anti-personne

| andm nes (APLs) and the fissile material cut-off (FMCT). | sincerely hope,
therefore, that Anbassador Canpbell's appoi ntnent as Speci al Coordi nator on
APLs will lead rapidly to the establishment of an ad hoc committee to

negotiate a treaty. Wiile the United Kingdomis fully committed to the Otawa
Process, conplenentary work in the CDis clearly necessary to bring in those
who will not be with us in Gtawa in Decenber. Meanwhile, | leave the CD with
deep regret that we have been unable to start negotiations on a fissile
material cut-off treaty either. The Shannon report, and the mandate contai ned
therein, was a fragile consensus. But at least it showed that the CD can, by
conprom se, produce agreenment on a comon basis for work despite w dely
differing viewpoints of nenbers. |If the CDis ever to get down to proper
negoti ati ons agai n, such conpronmi se will be necessary, on all sides. Nobody
will get 100 per cent of what they want. As they say, half a loaf is better
than no bread.

The need for reformof the CD s work nethods and practices is
sel f-evident. Ahrmad Karmal made a good start on this a couple of years ago,
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even if | personally remenber himeven nore fondly for getting ne a new
diplomatic identity card and, consequently, often imgine | see his face on ny
card rather than my own. In appointing Arbassador Zahran, whose experience is
equal ly vast, to continue Ambassador Kamal's work as Special Coordi nator on

i nproved and effective functioning, the Conference has made an excel | ent
choice. | wish himwell in his task. | also welcone the appointnment of
Anbassador Naray as Special Coordinator for the agenda. | fear that his task
is in some ways even nore difficult than Anbassador Zahran's. He will have to
listen to those who say the agenda needs updating as well as to those who
agree that it needs updating but only if it stays the same. Finally, | wsh
Anmbassador Kreid well as Special Coordi nator on nenbership expansion.
sincerely hope that the w shes of those countries who want to join the CD can
be satisfied, particularly those who have waited the [ongest to join the club
Here again, the Special Coordinator has no easy task. | still believe
personally that it was a nmistake not to admit all who had applied up to the
time the 23 were admitted. But | fear that our subsequent experience, and the
subsequent growth in the nunber of applicants, has led ne to believe that this
approach may no | onger be the answer.

| have referred to the CD as a club. O course there are some who woul d
view the term*“club” as pejorative. | have much synmpathy with them even
though I come froma country where clubs are still popular and continue to
provi de a venue for nmen, and now even wonmen, to get to know each other better.
It would be wong to underestimate the inportance of personal relations in our
work. Personally, | think that what we really nmean when we talk of the CD s
“expertise” is that we understand each other and have | earned to work
t oget her.

A former British Foreign Secretary, Lord Pal merston, used to say that he
al ways told anbassadors the truth because he knew they would not believe it.
In a few days' tinme, | will, they tell nme, have to retire after 36 years in
the diplomatic service. | don't believe it. But alas it is true. It has
been a great life. | amnot sure that | have achieved much. But it has
certainly been fun and it has been an honour and a privilege to end ny career
inthe CD. | would like to thank all those, some of whom have already |eft
and sonme of whom are absent today, who have made ny five years in Geneva such
a rewarding tinme for me - and for ny wife, who leaves with ne after seven
years here, having already spent two years in the CD before | arrived.

I would like sincerely to apologize to all those whom | have of fended during
this time, either by describing what they have said as rubbish or, for
exanpl e, by suggesting that their countries are wiggling on a hook. Let ne
assure you that such comments were never malicious nor neant to be taken too
seriously. In addition, | should like to thank the secretariat and the
conference services staff. | should like to say a special thank-you to the
interpreters, those facel ess voices, whose task, at tinmes, | nust admt,

| have mischievously tried to make nore difficult but also, | hope, nore
challenging. Finally, | would Iike to thank those anbng the NGOs who have so
willingly engaged in vigorous debate with ne. The Canpai gn for Nucl ear

Di sarmanent (CND) have al ready prom sed to send ne a nmenbership application
formon ny birthday. | amnot sure whether this ganmekeeper is yet ready to
turn poacher. The problemis that | actually believe in nuclear deterrence
even in the post-cold-war era and, indeed, | am convinced that, along with
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many others who were in Kuwait in 1991, | owe ny life to President Bush, who
denonstrated just how deterrence should work. But that is where | came in
five years ago.

But rather than end on too sonbre a note, may | just suggest to you, to
those of you who still do not understand the concept of nuclear deterrence,
credible only if never used, that it may help to renenber the story of the
American who went into a smart shop in St. James's in London to buy a proper
ultra-thin, tightly rolled unbrella - not one of those horrid expanding things
nmost of us carry in our briefcases. He asked the shop assistant how to rol
it up after use. He was told he must never unroll it. He asked what then he
should do if it rained. The reply was “Then, Sir, you stand on the kerb
raise the unbrella in your right hand and shout ' Cab!'”

My best wi shes go to you, Madam President, to all ny colleagues, and to
the CD itself.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank Ambassador
Sir Mchael Weston for his statenent and once again | w sh himsuccess and
happi ness. | now give the floor to the representative of Ukraine,

Anbassador Mai nmeskul

M. MAI MESKUL (Ukraine) (translated from French): Madam President, it
is with great pleasure that | wish to congratul ate you on taking up the
presi dency of the Conference on Di sarmanment, especially since you represent a
nei ghbour, a friendly country, which at the same tinme as Ukrai ne becane a
full menber of the Conference on Disarmanent, the prestigious internationa
forum Allownme also to express our gratitude to your predecessors,
Ambassador Berdenni kov of the Russian Federation and Ms. Diallo,
Anmbassador of Senegal, the Secretary-General of the Conference,
M. Vladimr Petrovsky, the Deputy Secretary-GCGeneral, M. Bensmail, for their
untiring efforts to inprove the substance and the form of work of the CD, the
aimbeing to maintain the CD' s unique position in the field of arnms contro
and disarmanent. | would also like to wi sh Arbassador Sir M chael Weston
every success and wel come the new anbassadors from New Zeal and and Chil e.

Despite the fact that for years now its agenda has remrai ned unchanged,
t he Conference on Di sarmanent has al ways been alive to the challenges of the
time, the baroneter for nmeasuring the climte of international security. The
events which drove the CD to conplete the negotiations on the Convention to
prohi bit chem cal weapons and to produce the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban
Treaty are well known. At the nonent the Conference is seeking an adequate
response to the challenge facing the international community as a result of
the proliferation of anti-personnel |andmnes in several countries in the
world. We are satisfied at the nomi nation of the CD s Special Coordinator on
the m nes problem and we assure Ambassador Canpbell of our full and
constructive cooperation. Qur delegation continues to believe that within the
Conference there is an absolute need for an ad hoc commttee on the probl em of
anti - personnel mnes, since the nenbers of the CD which are not involved in
the Otawa Process own al nost half of gl obal stocks of anti-personnel nines.
It may well be that we will need to go through sonme intermedi ate phases in
order to conplete the total ban on anti-personnel mnines
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Bet ween the second and third parts of the 1997 CD session, the summt of
NATO nenber countries was held in Madrid. |Its outcone is certainly historic
for the formation of the pan-European security system and we feel it wll
have an inportant influence in the com ng years on the process of gl oba

disarmanent. It is absolutely necessary for this influence to be exclusively
positive. As far as Ukraine is concerned, the inportance of the Madrid sunmt
lies first of all in the signing on 9 July of the Charter on a Distinctive

Part nershi p between Ukraine and NATO, a highly inportant internationa
docunent. The docunent governs the relations of partnership that now exi st
bet ween Ukrai ne and NATO, and establishes directions for the devel opnent of
future cooperation between the parties concerned.

It nmust be enphasi zed that cooperation between Ukrai ne and NATO i s not
directed against any third party. This cooperation is based on recognition of
the fact that security for all European countries is indivisible, that no
country should pursue its own security at the expense of the security of
anot her country and that no country can regard any part of the region as its
sphere of influence. The two parties intend to build these nmutual relations
on the basis of respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and
political independence of other countries, the inviolability of frontiers and
t he devel opment of good-nei ghbourly relations. Special enphasis is placed in
the Charter on confirmation of the security assurances provided by the five
nucl ear - weapon States parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nucl ear Weapons. The Charter reiterates the conmtnments undertaken by the
United States and the United Kingdom and by Russia and France, which took the
hi storic decision in Budapest in 1994 to provide Ukraine with security
assurances as a non-nucl ear-weapon State party to the NPT. Ukraine's decision
to renounce the possession of nuclear weapons and to accede to the NPT as a
non- nucl ear - weapon State greatly contributed to the strengthening of security
and stability in Europe and earned ny country special stature in the world
comunity. As the Charter enphasizes, NATO wel cones Ukraine's decision to
support the indefinite extension of the NPT and to lend its assistance to the
wi t hdrawal and di smantling of nucl ear weapons based on its territory.

In this context, | recall the debate which took place at the end of the
second phase of our session concerning the ad hoc comrttee on security
assurances for non-nucl ear-weapon States offered by the nuclear States against
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. The resunption of the work of
that ad hoc conmittee, the drawing up of the nultilateral international treaty
inthis field, is in our view acceptable to alnost all the nmenbers of the CD.
It would also be in keeping with the challenge of the tines and could offer us
a way out of the deadl ock for the CD

In conclusion, | would like to refer once again to the Charter, whereby
Ukrai ne and NATO wi Il continue to inplenent fully all agreements on
di sarmanent, non-proliferation and arnms control and confidence-building
measures to which they have subscribed. As you can see, Ukraine has taken
anot her practical step testifying to nmy country's fidelity to the cause of the
strengt heni ng of peace, security and di sarmanment.
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The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank Anbassador Mai nmesku
for his statenent and the kind words addressed to the Chair. | have no
further speakers on my list for today. Do any other del egations wi sh to take
the floor at this stage? 1 give the floor to the representative of Chile,
Ambassador |1 anes.

M. ILLANES (Chile) (translated from Spanish): Very briefly,
Madam President, | would like to thank you for your kind words of welcone for
this del egate, on joining the work of the Conference on Di sarmament. | would
like to say that ny country and nyself attach the greatest inportance to this
work, and that is why | amjoining this neeting at this tine with the best
will to cooperate with you, with the secretariat, with the del egates of the
ot her nmenber countries of the Conference, in the major task on which this
Conf erence has been engaged for nany years, and which has its ups and downs.
W sdom probably consists in a long-termview to enable us to glinpse how we
can seek consensus and secure progress. | know |l shall learn much from
daily contact and work with the di plomatic coll eagues from other countries,
whose wi sdom was exenplified by the words we have just heard from
Sir Mchael Weston, who with a great deal of hunour, but a great deal of
phi | osophy and wi sdom has shown us the path of progress. For the noment |
reiterate ny gratitude to the President and assure her that she will enjoy ny
full cooperation in her future work.

M . CHOANDHURY (Bangl adesh): | should like to pay tribute to
Sir Mchael Weston on the eve of his departure fromthe Conference. | have
been in Geneva nyself for only a few nmonths, but within this short span of
time I have been exposed to the prodigious qualities of the Ambassador
literary, as has been nmade anply evident today, sartorial, and despite his
protestations, artistic. H's hunour was like a breath of fresh air in our
sometines rather staid work. It is with nuch sadness that | |learn that after
three and a half decades of active diplomacy he is finally laying down his
bow er hat and unbrella. But we hope that he raises the unbrella to sunmon a
cab that will take himto a very well-earned retirenment. He conpared the CD
toalittle girl of varied disposition. It reminds me of a poem by
Mary Shel | ey:

“As | wal ked down

The Cranborough Lane,
Cranborough Lane was dirty,
There | net a pretty maid

Who dropp'd to nme a curts'y;

| gave her cakes,

| gave her wine,

| gave her sugar candy;

But oh! the little naughty girl,
She asked ne for sone brandy!”

To some of our coll eagues, the demands, such as the canpai gn for nucl ear
di sarmanent, placed on the CD are perhaps |like the under-age little gir
asking for strong liquor. Such perceptions notw thstanding, the CD has
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several remarkabl e achievenents to its credit and | have no doubt that this
will continue even if it be at tinmes at such an unacceptably sl ow pace.

al so wel cone the new envoys of Chile and New Zeal and and | ook forward to
wor ki ng together with them

M. ORFI (Syrian Arab Republic) (translated fromArabic): | would |ike
at the outset on behalf of ny delegation to wel cone the new anbassadors to the
CD and wi sh Hi s Excellency the Anbassador of the United Kingdom every
happi ness in his future life.

I would first like to refer to rule 11 of the rules of procedure, which
reads: “Apart fromexercising the nornmal functions of a presiding officer and
in addition to the powers conferred upon him el sewhere by these rules, the
Presi dent shall, in full consultation with the Conference and under its
authority, represent it” - and | underline that: represent it - “inits
relations with States, with the General Assenbly and ot her organs of the
United Nations and with other international organizations.”

My del egati on has deened it necessary to refer to this rule in the |ight
of the report that we have received concerning the President's neeting with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations on 3 July. \What the President
said to the Secretary-General concerning anti-personnel |andm nes in the
second paragraph of her report, whether it stens fromher belief that the CD
is the appropriate forumto deal with this subject or fromher belief that a
ban on transfers will lead to the desired objective, | would |ike to say that
the President's report on these two points does not reflect the viewpoint of
t he Conference on Di sarmanent as a whole. M del egation would therefore |ike
to place on record the fact that it disagrees with the President's
under st andi ng of these two points.

M. de | CAZA (Mexico) (translated from Spanish): For my del egation
today is a day of nixed feelings. On the one hand, we regret the departure of
our friend Sir Mchael Wston, though despite his five and a half years in the
Conf erence on Di sarmanment, he continues to confuse nucl ear weapons with
unbrellas. On the other hand, this is the first tinme it falls to me to
wel come Anbassador Javier Illanes. | have had occasion to bid himfarewel
twice: the first time in Brasilia when we were anbassadors there; the second
in the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States, alnobst a
decade ago, and | recall on that occasion | said that, in our |engthy
friendship, our parting was just the first step towards neeting again. W
have now net again, and this Conference has gained fromthe arrival of
Ambassador |11l anes, a distinguished jurist, a great gentleman, who will nake a
great contribution to our work. O course that does not console us for the
departure of Sir M chael Weston, who has a greater sense of hunour than
Anmbassador |1lanes. Welcone also to the Arbassador of New Zeal and,

Anmbassador Pearson. CQur del egations work together here and in New York on

t hese subjects and we share views, ideals and objectives. Finally, just to
pl ace on record the view of the del egati on of Mexico concerning the
President's report on her neeting with the United Nati ons Secretary-Ceneral
nanely that on that occasion the President expressed solely and exclusively
the views of her delegation, not the views of the Conference on Di sarmament.
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The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
Mexico for his statenent. Are there any other del egations wi shing to take the
floor at this stage? There are not.

As | announced at the beginning of this plenary neeting, | would like to
rem nd you that in 15 minutes' tinme we will be hol ding open-ended inform
consul tati ons.

Before |I adjourn this plenary neeting, | would like to informyou that
t he Speci al Coordinator on the inproved and effective functioning of the
Conf erence, Anmbassador Munir Zahran of Egypt, will be holding his first
meeting this afternoon at 3 p.m in this room

The next plenary neeting of the Conference will take place on

Thursday, 31 July at 11 a.m, since other consultations will be held between
9 and 11 a.m

The neeting rose at 11 a.m




