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LETTER DATED 22 SEPTEMBER 1997 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF ARGENTI NA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF
THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

On instructions frommy Governnent, | have the honour to transmt to you
encl osed herewith, a letter dated 22 Septenber 1997, addressed to you from
M. Guido DO Tella, Mnister for Foreign Affairs, International Trade and
Worship of the Argentine Republic, concerning the neeting of mnisters for
foreign affairs of the States nenbers of the Security Council to be held on
Thur sday, 25 Septenber 1997, to consider the situation in Africa.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its

annex circulated as a docunment of the Security Council

(Signed) Fernando PETRELLA
Anmbassador

Per manent Representative

97-24860 (E) 220997 220997 /...
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Annex

[Original: Spanish]

Letter dated 22 Septenber 1997 fromthe Mnister for

Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Wrship of

Argentina addressed to the President of the
Security Counci

| have the honour to wite to you to convey the support of the Argentine
Government for the initiative of convening a nmeeting of mnisters for foreign
affairs of the nenbers of the Security Council with a view to pronoting peace
and security in Africa through a firmand coordinated effort by the
i nternational comrunity.

This initiative could not be nore tinmely: over 60 per cent of the Security
Council's agenda is devoted to situations in Africa. These situations have
various causes. Sone originate fromthe explosion of ethnic tensions that had
been contained for a long tine; others involve problens inherited fromthe cold
war era. Ohers, finally, are the result of the violent disruption of
denocratic processes. This climate of instability has led to a decrease in
i nvestment and a stagnation of econonmic and soci al devel opment. Over and above
their differences, all the conflict situations in various parts of the world,
and particularly in Africa, have a conmmon denom nator: suffering and despair,
whi ch in sonme extrene cases even lead to a denial of humanity.

At the sane time, nbst countries in Africa are endeavouring to strengthen
their denocratic institutions, pronote human rights, carry out fundanmenta
econom c refornms and provide a better standard of living for their people.
These efforts deserve to be encouraged.

The international community cannot | ook the other way. Everyone has a
noral responsibility to recreate faith in a new future for our African brothers.

The Security Council has taken major steps to maintain peace in the region
t hrough the depl oynent of peacekeepi ng operations, the establishment of an
international tribunal to try those responsible for crinmes of the utnmost gravity
which are an affront to the conscience of all, and the inplenmentation of
specific sanctions in cases where there is no alternative.

Mor eover, the Organization of African Unity has pronoted inportant
initiatives through the establishment of conflict prevention and resol ution
nechani sns. The concl usion of the African Nucl ear-Wapon-Free Zone Treaty in
Africa is also extrenely val uabl e.

This neans, therefore, that part of the road has been travelled. Now we
nust all persevere through a generous effort to achieve political pacification
and ethnic harnony so as to make possible the consolidation of denmbcratic
processes and sustai nabl e human devel opment in the African continent. |In this
connection, we believe that the various United Nations bodies, within their
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respecti ve areas of conpetence and in close coordination with regional and
subr egi onal organi zations, have a role and, | dare say, an obligation to fulfil.

In our view, the international community's response to Africa should have
two main dinmensions: first, conflict prevention and settlenment, properly
speaki ng, and second, |aying the groundwork for the elimnation of the causes of
such conflicts. In both cases, the cooperation of the parties involved is
essenti al

In the first area, conflict prevention nmechani sns, the establishnment of
peacekeepi ng operations, efforts to consolidate peace once a conflict has ended
and humani tarian assistance are vital elenents. CQur task, however, does not end
there. W should also make a concerted effort to pronote econom ¢, technica
and soci al devel opnent, both in the countries directly affected by a conflict
and in those which suffer its consequences in an indirect but no |l ess tangible
f ashi on.

Consi stent with our view of the issue, Argentina has sought to nake a
contribution in the two areas nentioned above. For this reason, nmy country has
contributed "blue hel mets" to various peacekeepi ng operations and has indicated
its willingness to do so in any future operations which the United Nations may
deem necessary. W have al so sought to contribute to African devel opnment
through the "white helnets" initiative and various technical cooperation,
humani t ari an assi stance and econom c assi stance progranmes.

Today we reaffirmour unswerving commtment to the peaceful settlenent of
conflicts, the protection and pronotion of human rights and econom c progress in
Africa, and we reiterate our wish to participate actively in the efforts of the
United Nations to achi eve these goal s.

(Signed) @Guido DI TELLA
M nister for Foreign Affairs,
I nternational Trade and Wrship



