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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The CGeneral Assenbly, in its resolution 51/123 of 13 Decenber 1996,
requested the Secretary-General to report to the Assenbly at its fifty-second
session on the inplenentation of the recommendati ons of the Second United
Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space

(UNI SPACE 82) .1

2. In response to that request, the present report provides information on the
progress made in the inplenentation of the reconmendati ons of the Conference.

3. The Conmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, its Scientific and
Techni cal Subcommittee and the Working Goup of the Wiole to Evaluate the

| mpl enent ati on of the Recommendati ons of the Second United Nations Conference on
t he Expl oration and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space considered the question of the
i npl enentati on of the reconmendations of the Conference during their 1997
sessions. Accordingly, the information contained in the present report
primarily reflects the result of the work of the Committee, whose report? is

al so before the General Assenbly.

1. WORKING GROUP OF THE WHOLE TO EVALUATE THE | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF THE RECOMVENDATI ONS OF THE SECOND UNI TED NATI ONS
CONFERENCE ON THE EXPLORATI ON AND PEACEFUL USES OF
QUTER SPACE

4. The Working Group of the Wiol e was reconvened by the Scientific and
Techni cal Subcommittee at its 1997 session in accordance with General Assenbly
resolution 51/123 to continue its work

5. At its 1997 session, the Conmittee endorsed the recommendati ons of the
Wirking Goup of the Wole as contained in its report (A AC 105/672, annex 11)
and recommended that the Wrking Goup be reconvened in 1998 to continue its
wor k.

[11. | NTER- AGENCY COOPERATI ON

6. I n paragraph 25 of its resolution 51/123, the General Assenbly invited all
Governnents within the organi zations of the United Nations system and ot her

i ntergovernnental organi zations working in the field of outer space or on
space-rel ated natters to take effective action for the inplenentation of the
recomrendati ons of the Conference. |In that connection, the Conmittee noted with
appreciation the participation in all stages of its work and that of its
Scientific and Techni cal Subcomm ttee by representatives of United Nations

bodi es, the specialized agencies and other international organizations.

7. Several United Nations bodi es and specialized agenci es have extensive
space-rel ated programes that are contributing to the inplenentation of the
reconmendati ons of the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, particularly the United Nations Environnent
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Programe, the Economi c Conmi ssion for Africa, the Econom c and Soci al

Conmi ssion for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations Devel opment Programme,
the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural O ganization, the International G vi

Avi ation Organi zation, the International Maritinme O ganization, the

I nternational Tel ecomunication Union and the Wrld Meteorol ogi cal O ganization
Details of these programes can be found in the yearly reports of the Secretary-
General on coordination of outer space activities within the United Nations
system The |atest report (A/ AC 105/675) contains an overview of the work
programe of United Nations bodies and agencies for 1997 and 1998.

8. The progranmmes and projects of the organizations of the United Nations
system are coordi nated at annual inter-agency neetings. At its eighteenth
session, the Inter-Agency Meeting on Quter Space Activities welcomed a proposa
submtted by the Ofice for Quter Space Affairs on enhancenent of the

coordi nati on of space activities within the United Nations systemthrough the
use of advanced information technol ogies. The Meeting agreed that the Ofice
shoul d proceed to establish, within its hone page, a page that would allow a
visitor to the hone page of the Ofice to visit the home pages of other

organi zations with space activities. The Meeting al so agreed to continue its
consideration at its next session on the procedure to utilize the Internet and
its services in preparing the annual report of the Secretary-General, nentioned
in paragraph 7 above, and in creating an electronic forumfor inform

i nter-agency dialogue to further enhance the coordinati on of space applications
activities. The nineteenth session of the Inter-Agency Meeting is scheduled to
be held in May 1998 at the United Nations Ofice at Vienna.

V. STuD ES

9. In response to the requests of the Working Group of the Wwole at its tenth
session, the Secretariat prepared and submitted to the Scientific and Technica
Subcommittee at its thirty-fourth session, in 1997, the follow ng reports and
studies: "lnplenmentation of the recomendati ons of the Second United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space: internationa
cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space: activities of Menber States"
(A AC. 105/ 661 and Add.1-2), "Basic space science in devel oping countries"

(A AC. 105/ 664) and "Use of new technologies in satellite comunications and

i nformation networks" (A AC. 105/ 665).

10. In endorsing the recommendations of the Wrking Goup of the Wiole at its
el eventh session, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space noted that
further technical studies and reports to be prepared by the Ofice for Quter
Space Affairs woul d be on subjects conm ssioned by the Scientific and Technica
Subcommittee, acting as Advisory Committee for the UNI SPACE Il Conference (see
sect. VIII below on the UNISPACE |Il Conference) and on subjects that could
serve as background papers either for the preparatory activities for the

UNI SPACE 111 Conference or for the Conference itself.

11. In addition, and in accordance with the recommendati ons of the Wrking
G oup, the Secretariat will prepare for submission to the Subcommttee at its
1998 session the following reports and studies: reports from Menber States and

l...
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i nternational organizations involved in space activities on their space
activities subject to greater international cooperation, on their research on
space debris, particularly on practices that have been adopted and that have
proved effective in mnimzing the creation of space debris, and on the use of
nucl ear power sources in outer space, as well as reports from Menber States on
their national and cooperative international space activities, on their
resources and technol ogical capabilities in the fields of space activities for
the pronotion of cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space, on safety of
space objects with nuclear power sources (NPS), and on the collision of orbiting
space objects with NPS on board with space debris.

V.  UNI TED NATI ONS PROGRAMVE ON SPACE APPLI CATI ONS

12. In paragraph 7 of its resolution 37/90 of 10 Decenber 1982, the Genera
Assenbly endorsed the recommendati ons of the Conference that the United Nations
Progranmme on Space Applications should be directed towards seven specific

obj ectives. The activities conducted in 1996 by the Programme and the plans for
the period 1997-1998 to neet those objectives are contained in the report of the
United Nations Expert on Space Applications (A/ AC 105/660 and Add.1).

A.  Training courses/workshops/conf erences/ synposi a

13. Part of the activities carried out or planned under the Programe in 1997
in cooperation with other United Nations bodies, intergovernnental and

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and Governnents of Menber States, include the
follow ng training courses, workshops, conference, synposium and sem nar

United Nations/ European Space Agency (ESA) Workshop on Satellite Comunications,
organi zed in cooperation with the Governnent of India and ESA; United Nations
Sem nar on Space Futures and Human Security, organized in cooperation with the
CGovernment of Austria; Seventh United Nations/Sweden International Training
Course on Renote Sensing Education for Educators, organized in cooperation with
the Governnent of Sweden; Seventh United Nati ons/ ESA Wrkshop on Basi c Space

Sci ence, organized in cooperation with the Governnment of Honduras and ESA

Uni ted Nations/ ESA Synposi um on Space | ndustry Cooperation with the Devel opi ng
Wirld, organized in cooperation with the Governnment of Austria, the State of
Styria, the City of Graz and ESA; United Nations/lsrael International Wrkshop
on Satellite Communications Technol ogy for Capacity-building, organized in
cooperation with the Governnent of Israel; United Nations/Internationa
Astronautical Federation (IAF)/ESA Wrkshop on Space Technol ogy as a Cost -
effective Tool to Inprove Infrastructure in Devel oping Countries, organized in
cooperation with the Governnent of Italy, the European Conm ssion, ESA and | AF;
United Nations/Committee on Space Research (COSPAR)/Brazil Wrkshop on Data

Anal ysi s Techni ques, organi zed in cooperation with the Governnent of Brazil,
CCSPAR and ESA; Fourth United Nations/ESA Training Course on Applications of the
Eur opean Renpte Sensing Satellite Data for Natural Resources, Renewabl e Energy
and the Environnent, organized in cooperation with the Departnment for

Devel opnent Support and Managenent of the Secretariat and ESA; and Second United
Nations International Conference on Spin-off Benefits of Space Technol ogy:
Chal | enges and Opportunities, organized in cooperation with the Governnment of
the United States of Anmerica.
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14. In 1998, the follow ng training course, workshops, conferences, synposium

sem nar and neetings are pl anned:

(a) The Eighth United Nations/Sweden International Training Course on
Renot e Sensi ng Education for Educators;

(b) The United Nations/ESA Regi onal Meeting on Space Technol ogy and
Applications for Devel opnment (with enphasis on microwave renpte sensing
applications and including preparations for the UNISPACE II| Conference), to be
hel d i n Ml aysi a;

(c) The United Nations Regional Conference for Decision Makers on Space
Technol ogy Devel opnent (including preparations for the UNI SPACE Il Conference),
to be held in Africa;

(d) The United Nations Regi onal Meeting on Space Technol ogy and
Applications for Devel opment (with enphasis on information technol ogy and
i ncluding preparations for the UNISPACE Il Conference), to be held in Latin
Anerica and the Cari bbean

(e) The Third United Nations Regional Conference on Spin-off Benefits of
Space Technol ogy, to be held in Asia;

(f) The United Nations/Austria Synposium on Space Technol ogy and
Applications for Devel opnent (including preparations for the UN SPACE |1
Conference), to be held at G az, Austria

(g) The United Nations/|AF Wrkshop on Space Technol ogy Applications for
Devel opi ng Countries, to be held at Ml bourne, Australi a;

(h) The United Nations/Austria Second Sem nar on Space Futures and Human
Security, to be held in the State of Tyrol, Austria.

B. Devel opnent of indi genous capability

15. In accordance with the reconmendati on of the Second United Nations

Conf erence on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space concerning the
devel opnent of indigenous capabilities, General Assenbly resolution 45/ 72 of

11 Decenber 1990, in which the Assenbly endorsed the recomendati on of the
Committee that the United Nations should |lead an international effort to
establish regional centres for space science and technol ogy in existing

nati onal / regi onal educational institutions in the devel oping countries, and
resol ution 51/123, in which the Assenbly once again considered it particularly
urgent that the United Nations should support the creation of adequate training
centres at the regional level, the Secretariat has made significant progress in
establishing regional centres for space science and technol ogy educati on,
affiliated to the United Nations. The Secretariat has provi ded updated
information on its activities concerning the regional centres in the report of
the United Nations Expert on Space Applications (A AC 105/660 and Add. 1) and has
also reported to the Committee on the latest status of this initiative.
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16. The Centre for Space Sci ence and Technol ogy Education in Asia and the
Pacific was inaugurated in India in Novenber 1995, and its second education
programe, focusing on satellite comunications, started in January 1997.
Participation in the Governing Board of the Centre and in its activities is open
to Menber States of the region, and in due course and upon approval by the
Governing Board, the Centre would grow into a network of nodes enabling it to
fully utilize the resources and potential of the region

17. As for the Centre for Space Science and Technol ogy Education in Latin
Anerica and the Caribbean, its host countries, Brazil and Mexico, signed in
March 1997 an agreenent establishing the Centre. Regarding the region of
Africa, Mrocco, for French-speaking African countries, and N geria, for

Engl i sh-speaking African countries, had prepared the draft agreenments to
establish the centres, which were circul ated anong countries in the region for
their comments. The agreenents are expected to be entered into by the countries
concerned by the end of 1997.

18. In Wstern Asia, discussions are in progress with Jordan, Saudi Arabia and
the Syrian Arab Republic on the establishnent of a regional centre for space
science and technol ogy education. 1In the case of eastern, central-eastern and

sout h- east ern Europe, discussions anong Bul garia, G eece, Poland, Romani a,

Sl ovaki a and Turkey are in progress on the establishnent of a network of space

sci ence and technol ogy education and research institutions. Experts fromthose
countries agreed to work with the Ofice for Quter Space Affairs to undertake a
study on the technical requirenents, design, operation nechani smand fundi ng of
t he network.

19. For all the regional centres for space science and technol ogy education, a
nodel curricul um has been devel oped to provide each centre with a benchmark of
the acadenic | evel necessary for international recognition. The docunent
entitled "Centres for space science and technol ogy education: education
curricula" (A AC 105/649) was subnmitted to the Scientific and Technica
Subcommittee at its 1997 session

C. Technical advisory services

20. In paragraph 7 (g) of its resolution 37/90, the General Assenbly decided
that the United Nations Progranme on Space Applications shoul d, upon request by
Menber States or any of the specialized agencies, be directed towards the

provi sion or arrangenents for provision of technical advisory services on space
applications projects. Wth regard to that nmandate, the Programre has provided
or is providing assistance in the foll owi ng areas:

(a) In collaboration with ESA and the Departnent for Devel opnent Support
and Managenent Services, in identifying and inplenenting support nechanisns to
enabl e scientists fromAfrica, Asia and the Pacific and Latin Arerica and the
Cari bbean to receive and utilize data fromthe European Renpte Sensing Satellite
of ESA;
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(b) To the Governnment of Uruguay, in its followup, as pro tenpore
secretariat, of the recomendati ons of the Third Space Conference of the
Aneri cas;

(c) To the Governnment of the Republic of Korea, in the growth and
operation of the Asia-Pacific Satellite Communi cations Council (see para. 23
bel ow) ;

(d) In collaboration with ESA, in followup activities relating to the
series of workshops on basic space science (details are provided in docunent
A/ AC. 105/ 664, mentioned in para. 9 above);

(e) To the region of Africa, in inplenmenting the project entitled
"Cooperative Informati on Network Linking Scientists and Professionals in Africa
(COPINE)", which would establish an efficient communication network anong
African and European professionals and scientists at national, continental and
intercontinental |evels, and would allow for the exchange of val uable
information on health care, agriculture, education, science and technol ogy, and
t he managenent and nonitoring of natural resources and environnment;

(f) In collaboration with interested organi zations within the United
Nations systemin el aborating an inter-agency project proposal on a
satel lite-based disaster-warning broadcasting systemfor rural and renote
comunities of small island developing States, particularly in Asia and the
Pacific and in the Caribbean

(g) To the region of Africa, in inplementing followup actions within the
framework of the Pretoria Menorandum on Space Technol ogy for Africa, which was
adopted by the Second United Nations Regional Conference on Space Technol ogy for
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent in Africa (see para. 26 bel ow).

D. Long-termfellowships

21. In pronoting the devel opment of indigenous capability, five long-term
fell owships will be awarded for the in-depth training of individuals from
devel opi ng countries in the areas of space antennas and propagation;
conmuni cati ons systens; renmpte sensing information systens; and renote sensing
instrumentation. ESA has renewed its offer of five fellowships for the

1997- 1998 peri od.

E. Regional nechanisns of cooperation

22. In accordance with General Assenbly resolution 51/123, the Secretari at
continued its efforts to strengthen the regional nechanisns of cooperation in
carrying out various activities in the inplenentation of the reconmendations of
the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of
Quter Space.

23. The efforts of the Programme made through its advisory service to the
Government of the Republic of Korea resulted in the rapid growh and operation

l.o..
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of the Asia-Pacific Satellite Comunications Council, which ainms at pronoting
cooperation and harnoni zation in the devel opnent and utilization of satellite
conmmuni cations in the region. At its conference in Novermber 1996, the Counci

pl aced speci al enphasis on the contribution of satellite technology to gl oba
information infrastructure. As of June 1997, nenbership of the Council had
grown to 60 and had spread fromthe Asia-Pacific geographical area to Europe and
North Ameri ca.

24. The establishnment of regional centres for space science and technol ogy
education, the primary goal of which is to enhance the acadeni ¢ and prof essi ona
capabilities as well as the technical infrastructure in space science and
technology in the institutions in devel oping countries in each region, is also
viewed as being very nuch a part of the Secretariat's effort to strengthen
nechani sns of regi onal cooperation. Once established, each centre woul d be able
to expand and becone part of a network that could cover specific programme
elenents in established institutions related to space technology in each region

25. The followup activities to the workshops on basic space science (see
para. 20 (d) above) also resulted in the enhancenent of regi onal cooperation
The assi stance provided to the Governnents of Col onbia, Egypt, Honduras and Sri
Lanka in developing facilities required for activities in astronony and

pl anetary exploration contributed to the devel opnent of internationa
astronom cal observatory networks in Western Asia, Central Anerica, South
Anerica and Asia.

26. The Second United Nations Regional Conference on Space Technol ogy for
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent in Africa, organized by the Programme in South Africa in
Novenber 1996, adopted the Pretoria Menmorandum on Space Technol ogy in Africa.
The Pretoria Menmorandumidentified priority needs of the region that could be
addressed by using space technol ogy, and specified actions to be taken at the
national and regional levels in order to take advantage of the useful ness of
space science and technology in the econom c and soci al devel opnent of the

regi on.

27. The Progranme al so contributes to the inplenentation of the recomendations
of the Third Space Conference of the Americas, which adopted the Punta del Este
Decl aration (A/51/682, annex). The Declaration reaffirns the commtnment of
States in the Anericas to the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space. The
Conference adopted a plan of action, ained at pronoting and strengthening

nmul tilateral cooperation programes in the region

VI. I NTERNATI ONAL SPACE | NFORVATI ON SERVI CE

28. In paragraph 8 of its resolution 37/90, the General Assenbly decided to
establish an International Space Information Service, consisting initially of a
directory of sources of information and data services to provide direction, upon
request, to accessible data banks and information sources.

29. Wth regard to that mandate, the International Space Information Service
published Highlights in Space (A/ AC 105/654), based on annual reports prepared
by COSPAR and | AF, including a subnmission by the International Institute of
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Space Law (11SL); the eighth volune of Seminars of the United Nations Progranme
on Space Applications (A/ AC. 105/650), containing selected papers fromthe

sem nars, wor kshops and training courses of the Progranme in 1996; and
Education, Training, Research and Fell owship Opportunities in Space Science and
Technology and its Applications: A Directory (A AC 105/671).

30. Further progress has been made to augment the International Space
Information Service through the devel opnent of a |linited database capability and
t he hone page on the Internet. The hone page of the Ofice for Quter Space
Affairs currently contains information on all the space-rel ated | ega

i nstruments adopted by the General Assenbly, information on the Commttee and
its subsidiary bodies, an overview of the Programre on Space Applications,
space-rel ated informati on submtted by Menber States, and a "frequently-asked
guestions" page where common questions relating to the United Nations and outer
space are answered. In the light of the above, the Secretariat is continuing to
cooperate with the Committee on Earth Cbservation Satellites (CECS) and the
German space agency in establishing a CECS Information Locator Service, the
prinme function of which is to assist users in devel oping countries to | ocate and
access the sources of information on Earth observation data, projects and

servi ces.

VII. VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTI ONS

31. In paragraph 10 of its resolution 37/90, the General Assenbly appealed to
all Governnents to nake voluntary contributions, either in noney or in kind,
towards carrying out the recommendati ons of the Second United Nations Conference
on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space. |In his note verbale dated
11 March 1983, the Secretary-General brought that paragraph to the attention of
Menber States, particularly with respect to the newy nmandated and expanded
activities of the United Nations Programe on Space Applications. Menber States
and i ntergovernnental organizations that have responded to this appeal since the
fifty-first session of the Assenbly have been nentioned under appropriate
headings in the report of the Conmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space.?

32. Follow ng the recommendati on of the Comrittee in 1993 to the CGenera
Assenbly that it should increase the budget allocation for the United Nations
Programe on Space Applications so that the Progranme woul d be able to inpl enent
nmore fully the recommendati ons of the Conference, the Assenbly, at its

forty-ei ghth session, had approved an additional budget allocation for the
Programme for the biennium 1994-1995. However, the budget reductions during the
current bienniumled to the reduced budget allocation for the Programre and the
curtail ment and postponenent of some of its mandatory activities. The Conmittee
at its 1997 session took note of the di sappointnment expressed by representatives
of devel oping countries at the lack of financial resources available to fully

i mpl ement the reconmendati ons of the Conference.
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VIIl. TH RD UNI TED NATI ONS CONFERENCE ON THE EXPLORATI ON
AND PEACEFUL USES OF QUTER SPACE

33. In paragraph 28 of its resolution 51/123, the General Assenbly endorsed the
reconmendati on of the Commttee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space that a
speci al session of the Commttee (UNISPACE IIl), open to all States Menbers of
the United Nations, should be convened at the United Nations O fice at Vienna.
In the sane resolution, the Assenbly requested the Committee and the Scientific
and Techni cal Subcommttee to act as the Preparatory Commttee and the Advisory
Committee for UNISPACE Il and the Ofice for Quter Space Affairs to act as the
executive secretariat. The Assenbly al so requested the Preparatory Comittee
and the Advisory Commttee to carry out the tasks entrusted to themin the
report of the Conmittee on its thirty-ninth session® and to report to the
Assenbly at its fifty-second session on the progress nade in the preparatory
work for UN SPACE 111

34. The Advisory Conmittee, through the Wbrking G oup of the Wole of the
Scientific and Technical Subconmittee, carried out the tasks entrusted to it by
the General Assenbly. The Wbrking G oup recomended that the UN SPACE II
Conference, a special session of the Commttee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter
Space, be held at the United Nations Ofice at Vienna in July 1999. The Wrking
G oup al so nade recomendati ons concerning the objectives, participants,

provi sional annotated agenda, financial aspects and additional conponents of the
UNI SPACE |1 I Conference. The Subcommittee noted that the report of the Wirking
G oup (A/AC 105/672, annex I1) provided the basis for the Conmttee, inits role
as the Preparatory Conmmittee, to carry out the tasks entrusted to it by the
Assenbly. The Subcommttee, inits role as the Advisory Committee, also nmade a
reconmendati on concerning the duration and pattern of neetings that would apply
to the sessions of the Commttee and its subsidiary bodies during 1999. The

del i berations in the Advisory Conmttee are reflected in the report of the
Subcommittee on its thirty-fourth session (A/ AC 105/672, paras. 156-165).

35. The Preparatory Conm ttee considered the matter and endorsed the
reconmendati ons of the Working Group of the Subconm ttee and the Advisory
Committee. The Preparatory Committee made a nunber of recomendati ons,
including those relating to the preparation of a draft report of the Conference
and background papers, the thene of the Conference, organization of regiona
preparatory neetings, participation of intergovernnmental and non-governmenta
organi zations and private industry and financial aspects of the Conference. The
Ofice for Quter Space Affairs, as the executive secretariat for the Conference,
was requested to prepare, in tinme for the 1998 session of the Advisory
Committee, an initial draft of the report of the Conference and an indicative
schedul e of events to be held prior to and during the Conference. The Ofice
was al so requested to prepare, in tinme for the consideration by Governnents for
their preparation of national papers, background papers for the Conference, as
listed in the proposal made by the Ofice (A AC 105/1997/CRP. 4/ Rev.2). The
reconmendati ons of the Preparatory Conmittee are contained in paragraphs 150 to
161 of the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space on its
fortieth session.?
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Not es

1 See Report of the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and

Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, Vienna, 9-21 August 1982 (A/ CONF.101/10 and Corr.1
and 2).

2 O0ficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-second Session,
Suppl ement _No. 20 (A/52/20).

5 lbid., Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/51/20).




