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1. Openi ng of the session

The Chairman of the Executive Conmittee will open the session on Mnday,
13 Cctober at 10 a.m in Conference Room Xl X of the Palais des Nations,
Geneva.

2. El ection of officers

Rule 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Committee
(A AC. 96/ 187/ Rev.5) states that “The Committee shall, at the first neeting
of the first regular session of any one year, elect the officers of the
Conmittee: Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur, who will serve in these
functions until the Conmittee’s next regular session”.

3. Adoption of the agenda and other organi zational nmtters

According to rule 4 of the Rules of Procedure, “The provisional agenda
for each session shall be drawn up by the H gh Conmi ssioner and shall be
comuni cated to the Governments nenbers of the Committee, Covernnents of
ot her Member States of the United Nations, the specialized agencies, the
appropriate intergovernnental organizations and non-government al
organi zations in consultative status and those referred to in rule 38, with
the notice of the convening neeting”.
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According to rule 5, “The provisional agenda shall include: (a) al
itenms proposed by the Comrittee at a previous session; (b) all itens proposed
by any nenber of the Committee provided that such itens are proposed within
ei ght days after receipt of the provisional agenda; (c) all itens proposed by
any sub-conmittee which may have been appointed by the Conmittee to serve in
between its sessions; (d) all itenms proposed by the H gh Comm ssioner”.

The Executive Commttee will have before it docunent A/ AC. 96/ 892
(Agenda) .

4. Annual thene: Repatriation challenges

As deci ded by the Executive Conmmittee at its forty-sixth session in
Oct ober 1995, the Ceneral Debate has been discontinued and replaced by a
debate on a focused annual therme (A AC 96/860, para. 32(h)). The Standing
Conmittee decided at its eighth neeting in June 1997 that the thene to be
di scussed at the forty-eighth session of the Executive Conmittee would be
Repatriation Challenges. It was further decided that the debate should be
conducted, inter alia, on the basis of relevant work by the Standi ng
Conmittee, “notably in respect of the Note on International Protection
(A AC.96/882) as well as other documents related to protection aspects of
repatriation and return

The Hi gh Conmi ssioner will nake an opening statenent. Delegations are
requested to confine thenselves to one intervention in the ensuing debate and
tolimt their statements to a maxi nrumof ten minutes. The Secretariat wll
circulate nore extensive witten versions of statenments, provided that
del egati ons make avail able a sufficient nunmber of copies for all Menber
States and Cbservers. (A minimumof 200 copies is required for this
pur pose) .

The Conmittee will have before it docunent A/ AC. 96/ 887 (Annual Thene:
Repatriation Chall enges), which provides in annex a list of other
docunent ation rel evant to the debate.

5. Reports on the work of the Standing Committee

Under this item the Committee will review separately (a) the work of
the Standing Committee on international protection, and (b) its work on
programme, adnministrative and financial matters.

(a) International protection

O particular relevance to the deliberations of the Conmrittee is the
Report of the Eighth Meeting of the Standing Conmittee (A/ AC. 96/888). In
[ight of the work of the Standing Conmittee and the Executive Committee’s
di scussi on under agenda item4, the Conmmittee will consider its annua
concl usi ons on international protection

(b) Programme, adnministrative and financial matters

The Conmittee will have before it docunents A/ AC. 96/893 (Report on the
Wrk of the Standing Committee); A/ AC 96/880 (Report of the Sixth Meeting of
the Standing Committee); A/ AC 96/881 (Report of the Seventh Meeting of the
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Standing Commttee); A/ AC 96/888 (Report of the Eighth Meeting of the
Standi ng Comm ttee) and A/ AC. 96/894 (Report of the Ninth Meeting of the
Standi ng Comittee).

The Committee will al so have before it Action Taken on Decisions of the
Forty-Seventh Session of the Executive Committee (A/ AC. 96/889).

6. Consi derati on and adoption of programme budgets

Under this item the Conmittee will review the country/area programres,
ot her programres and Headquarters budgets for 1998 and revi sed progranmmes and
budgets for 1997. Relevant to this reviewis docunment A/ AC. 96/884 (Overview
of UNHCR Activities) with its Addendum 1 (Expenditure, Budgets and Post
Requi renent s); Addendum 2 (Update on Programme and Fundi ng Projections for
1997 and 1998); and Addendum 3 (Report of the Advisory Conmittee on
Admi ni strative and Budgetary Questions).

7. Reports relating to programe oversi ght

The Executive Committee will consider document A/ AC. 96/883( Vol untary
Funds Adni ni stered by the H gh Commi ssioner: Accounts for the Year 1996),
docunent A/ AC. 96/885 (Report of the Board of Auditors to the CGeneral Assenbly
on the Accounts of the Voluntary Funds Adm nistered by the United Nations
H gh Conmmi ssioner for Refugees for the Period Ended Decenber 1996) and its
Addendum 1 (Measures Taken or Proposed in Response to the Recommendati ons of
the Report of the Board of Auditors).

In addition, UNHCR I nspection and Evaluation Activities (A AC 96/ 886)
wi || be considered under this agenda item

In light of its discussions under agenda itens 6 and 7, the Executive
Conmmittee will consider a draft decision on administrative and financi al
matters on the basis, inter alia, of paragraphs 9 and 10 of the Overvi ew of
UNHCR Activities 1996-1998 (A AC/ 96/884).

8. Meetings of the Standing Conmttee in 1998

Havi ng reviewed the work of the Standing Committee in 1997 (Report on
the Wrk of the Standing Conmmittee: A/ AC/96/893) and the issues before it at
its forty-eighth session, the Executive Conmittee deci des which issues to
i nclude in the programe of work for the Standing Commttee in 1998.

Al so under this agenda item the Executive Conmittee will be called upon
to consider applications by Government Qbserver delegations to participate in
the neetings of the Standing Committee in 1998. It will also be invited to
del egate to the Standing Cormittee the authority to admt additional
Governnent Cbservers to its periodic nmeetings.

9. Consi deration of the provisional agenda of the forty-ninth session of
the Executive Committee

The Conmittee will consider a draft provisional agenda for the
forty-ninth session of the Executive Conmittee.
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10. Any ot her busi ness

11. Adoption of the report of the forty-eighth session of the Executive
Conmittee

The draft report of the forty-eighth session will be before the
Committee for adoption.

12. Cl osure of the session

The Hi gh Commi ssioner and the Chairman will make brief closing remarks.



