UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly

Di str.
GENERAL

AI52/23 (Part V1)
12 August 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

Fifty-second session
Item 18 of the provisional agenda*

REPORT OF THE SPECI AL COW TTEE ON THE SI TUATI ON W TH REGARD
TO THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DECLARATI ON ON THE GRANTI NG OF
| NDEPENDENCE TO COLONI AL COUNTRI ES AND PECPLES* *

(covering its work during 1997)

Rapporteur: M. Farouk AL-ATTAR (Syrian Arab Republic)

CHAPTER X

AMERI CAN SAMOA, ANGUI LLA, BERMUDA, THE BRI TI SH VI RG N | SLANDS,

THE CAYNMAN | SLANDS, GUAM MONTSERRAT, PI TCAIRN, ST. HELENA,

TOKELAU, THE TURKS AND CAI COS | SLANDS AND THE UNI TED STATES
VI RG N | SLANDS

* A/52/150 and Corr.1

** The present document contains chapter X of the Special Commttee's report
to the General Assenbly. The general introductory chapter will be issued under
the synbol A/52/23 (Part |). GOher chapters of the report will be issued under
the synbol A/52/23 (Parts I1-V and VII). The conplete report will be issued
subsequently as Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-second Session
Suppl ement No. 23 (A/52/23).

97- 21549 (E) 280897



CONTENTS

Par agr aphs Page

Introduction ....... ... .. 1-5 3
Consi deration by the Special Committee ............... 6 - 18 3
Deci sion of the Special Conmittee .................... 19 5
Recommendati ons of the Special Committee ............. 20 5



A I nt roducti on

1. At its 1466th neeting, on 16 January 1997, by adopting the suggestions
relating to the organization of its work put forward by the Chairman

(A AC. 109/ L. 1856), the Special Committee decided, inter alia, to integrate its
Subcommittee on Small Territories, Petitions, Information and Assistance into
the Special Conmttee and thus to consider the questions of Anerican Sanoa,
Angui |l I a, Bernuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman I|sl ands, Guam
Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, Tokelau, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the
United States Virgin Islands directly at its plenary neetings.

2. The present chapter contains an account of the Special Committee's
consideration of the 12 Territories (see sect. B) and its reconmendati ons
thereon to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session (see sect. D).

3. In its consideration of the questions, the Special Comrittee took into
account the provisions of General Assenbly resolution 51/146 of 13 Decenber 1996
on the inplementation of the Declaration on the Granting of |ndependence to

Col oni al Countries and Peoples. |n paragraph 11 of that resolution, the
Assenbly requested the Special Committee, inter alia, to continue the

exam nation of the question of the small Territories and to recomend to the
Assenbly the nost suitable steps to be taken to enable the popul ati ons of those
Territories to exercise their right to self-deternm nation. The Specia

Conmittee al so took into account relevant resolutions and decisions on the
Territories adopted by the Assenbly.

4. The del egati on of New Zealand, in its capacity as adm nistering Power
concerned and in accordance with established procedures, continued to
participate in the work of the Special Conmttee in relation to Tokel au.

5. The del egations of the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Irel and
and the United States of Anmerica, admnistering Powers concerned, did not
participate in the Special Committee's consideration of the Territories under
their administration.® However, as a result of informal consultations with the
Special Committee held during the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly in
Novenmber 1996 and January- March 1997 which resulted in the adoption by the
Assenbly on 27 March 1997 of consolidated resolution 51/224 A and B on snal
Territories without a vote, both adm nistering Powers expressed their desire to
continue informal dialogue with the Special Comrttee on the questions.

B. Consideration by the Special Conmittee

6. The Special Conmittee considered the 12 Territories at its 1471st, 1472nd,
1473rd and 1481st neetings, between 9 and 20 June 1997.

7. During its consideration of the questions, the Special Committee had before
it the working papers prepared by the Secretariat on the Territories
(A AC. 109/ 2071, 2072, 2075-2078, 2080-2082, 2086, 2088 and 2090).

8. At the 1471st meeting, on 9 June, statenents were nade by the Secretary of
the Special Conmmttee as well as by the Chairman (see A/ AC. 109/ SR 1472).

9. At the 1472nd nmeeting, on 12 June, with the Committee's consent,

Ms. Laura M Torres-Souder, representative of the Governor of Guam nmade a
statenment. |In accordance with a decision taken at the outset of the neeting, a
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statenment was al so nade by Senator Mark Forbes, Majority Leader, twenty-fourth
Guam Legi sl ature (see A/ AC 109/ SR. 1472).

10. At the sanme neeting, the representative of Tokel au nmade a statenent on
devel opnents in Tokel au during the past 12 nonths (see A/ AC. 109/ SR 1472).

11. At the sane neeting, statements were nmade by the representatives of
Grenada, Papua New Quinea, Cuba and Fiji. The representative of New Zeal and
nmade a further statenent (see A/ AC 109/ SR 1472).

12. At the 1473rd neeting, on 12 June 1997, with the Conmittee's consent,

M. Carlyle Corbin, representative for External Affairs of the Governnent of the
United States Virgin Islands, nmade a statement (see A/ AC. 109/ SR 1473). Because
M. Lennox Hi nds, of the United Nations Association of the Virgin Islands, was
not able to nake a statenent at the neeting, copies of his statenent were nade
avail abl e to del egati ons.

13. At the 1481st neeting, on 20 June, the Chairman drew attention to two draft
resol utions prepared by himand contained i n docunent A/ AC. 109/L.1869. The
Conmi ttee decided to waive the 24-hour rule under rule 78 of the rules of
procedure of the General Assenbly and to consider the draft resol utions.

14. At the sane neeting, the Chairman orally revised the section of draft
resolution A/AC. 109/L.1869 B, relating to the United States Virgin |slands, by
whi ch:

(a) The fourth preanbul ar paragraph which read:
"Noting further the continuing interest of the territorial Governnent

i n seeking associ ate nenbership in the O ganizati on of Eastern Cari bbean
States and observer status in the Caribbean Community,"

was revised to read:

"Noting further the continuing interest of the territorial Government
i n seeki ng associ ate nenbership in the O ganizati on of Eastern Cari bbean
States, the Cari bbean Community, the Association of Caribbean States and
the Sunmt of the Anmericas,"

(b) The sixth preanbul ar paragraph, which read:
"Noting also that the question of Water Island is still under
di scussi on between the Government of the Territory and the adm nistering
Power , "
was revised to read:
"Wl coming the conclusion of the discussion between the Governnent of
the Territory and the adm ni stering Power on the question of Water
I sland,";

(c) The eighth preanbul ar paragraph, which read:



"Noting with satisfaction that the Territory joined the International
Drug Enforcenment Conference as a full nenber in 1995, which would
strengthen its capability to conbat illegal drug trafficking,"”

was revi sed to read:

"Noting with satisfaction the interest of the Territory in joining the
United Nations International Drug Control Programre as a full participant,”

15. At the sane neeting, the Chairman replied to questions put to himby the
representatives of Cuba and the Syrian Arab Republic. Follow ng an exchange of
vi ews between the representatives of India, Antigua and Barbuda and G enada, as
wel |l as by the Chairman, the fourth preanbul ar paragraph of the section of draft
resol ution A/AC. 109/L.1869 B relating to the United States Virgin Islands (see
para. 14 (a)) was further orally revised with the deletion of the words "and the
Sunmit of the Anericas"”.

16. At the sane neeting, the Special Conmittee adopted the consolidated draft
resolutions in docunment A/ AC. 109/L.1869, as a whole, as further orally revised,
wi thout a vote (A/AC. 109/2097).

17. At the sane neeting, the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic nade a
st at enent .

18. On 14 July 1997, copies of the consolidated resolutions (A AC 109/2097)
were transmtted to the Permanent Representatives of New Zeal and, the United
Ki ngdom and the United States, the adm nistering Powers concerned, for the
attention of their Governments.

C. Decision of the Special Committee

19. The text of the consolidated resolutions (A AC. 109/2097), adopted by the
Special Committee at its 1481st neeting, on 20 June 1997 appears in section D,
in the formof recomendati ons of the Special Committee to the General Assenbly.

D. Recommendations of the Special Comittee

20. In accordance with decisions taken at its 1466th and 1481st neetings, on
16 January and 20 June 1997, respectively, the Special Conmmttee recomends to
the General Assenbly the adoption of the follow ng draft resol utions:

Questions of Anmerican Sanpa, Anguilla, Bernmuda, the British

Virgin Islands, the Cayman |slands, Guam Mntserrat,

Pitcairn, St. Helena, Tokelau, the Turks and Cai cos |sl ands
and the United States Virgin |slands

A

GENERAL

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng consi dered the questions of Anerican Sanpa, Anguilla, Bernuda, the
British Virgin Islands, the Caynman |slands, Guam Montserrat, Pitcairn,
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St. Helena, Tokelau, the Turks and Caicos |Islands and the United States Virgin
I sl ands, hereinafter "the Territories"

Havi ng exani ned the rel evant chapter of the report of the Special Commttee
on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peopl es, 2

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960, containing the
Decl arati on on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
and all resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to those
Territories, including, in particular, the resolutions adopted by the Genera
Assenbly at its fifty-first session on the individual Territories covered by the
present resol ution,

Recogni zi ng that the specific characteristics and the sentinments of the
peopl es of the Territories require flexible, practical and i nnovative approaches
to the options of self-determ nation, wthout any prejudice to territorial size,
geogr aphi cal | ocation, size of population or natural resources,

Recalling its resolution 1541 (XV) of 15 Decenber 1960, containing the
principles that should gui de Menber States in determ ning whether or not an
obligation exists to transmt the information called for under Article 73 e of
the Charter of the United Nations,

Expressing its concern that thirty-seven years after the adoption of the
Decl aration there still remains a nunber of Non-Self-Governing Territories,

Acknowl edgi ng the significant achievenents by the international conmunity
towards the eradication of colonialismin accordance with the Declaration, and
consci ous of the inportance of continuing effective inplenentation of the
Decl aration, taking into account the target set by the United Nations to
eradi cate colonialismby the year 2000,

Taki ng note of the positive constitutional devel opnents in sone
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories about which the Special Committee has received
i nformati on, while also acknow edgi ng the need for recognition to be given to
expressions of self-determ nation by the peoples of the Territories consistent
with practice under the Charter,

Recogni zing that in the decol oni zation process there is no alternative to
the principle of self-determ nation as enunciated by the General Assenbly inits
resol utions 1514 (XV), 1541 (XV) and other resol utions,

Noting with appreciation the continuing exenplary cooperati on of New
Zeal and, as an adnministering Power, in the work of the Special Conmittee, and
wel com ng the recent constitutional devel opnents in Tokel au

Wl comi ng the stated position of the Government of the United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland that it continues to take seriously its
obligations under the Charter to devel op sel f-governnent in the dependent
Territories and, in cooperation with the locally elected Governments, to ensure
that their constitutional frameworks continue to neet the wi shes of the people,
and the enphasis that it is ultimately for the peoples of the Territories to
decide their future status

Wl coming also the stated position of the Governnent of the United States
of Anerica that it supports fully the principles of decol onization and takes
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seriously its obligations under the Charter to pronote to the utnost the
wel | -being of the inhabitants of the Territories under United States
admi ni stration,

Awar e of the special circunstances of the geographical |ocation and
econom ¢ conditions of each Territory, and bearing in mnd the necessity of
promoting econom ¢ stability and diversifying and strengthening further the
econom es of the respective Territories as a matter of priority,

Consci ous of the particular vulnerability of the small Territories to
natural disasters and environnental degradation

Aware of the useful ness both to the Territories and to the Specia
Conmittee of the participation of appointed and el ected representatives of the
Territories in the work of the Special Conmmittee,

Convi nced that the wi shes and aspirations of the peoples of the Territories
shoul d continue to guide the devel opment of their future political status and
that referenduns, free and fair elections and other fornms of popul ar
consultation play an inportant role in ascertaining the wi shes and aspirations
of the peopl e,

Convi nced al so that any negotiations to determne the status of a Territory
must not take place without the active involvenent and participation of the
peopl e of that Territory,

Recogni zing that all available options for self-determ nation of the
Territories are valid as long as they are in accordance with the freely
expressed wi shes of the peoples concerned and in conformity with the clearly
defined principles contained in General Assenbly resolutions 1514 (XV),

1541 (XV) and other resolutions of the General Assenbly,

M ndful that United Nations visiting m ssions provide an effective nmeans of
ascertaining the situation in the Territories, and considering that the
possibility of sending further visiting mssions to the Territories at an
appropriate time and in consultation with the adm nistering Powers shoul d be
kept under review,

Noting that the Special Conmittee held a Cari bbean Regional Semi nar at St
John's, Antigua and Barbuda, from21 to 23 May 1997,3 to hear the views of the
representatives of the Territories, as well as Governments and organi zations in
the region, in order to reviewthe political, econonm c and social conditions in
the Territories,

M ndful that in order for the Special Committee to enhance its
understanding of the political status of the peoples of the Territories and to
fulfil its mandate effectively, it is inportant for the Committee to be apprised
by the admi nistering Powers, and to receive information from ot her appropriate
sources, including the representatives of the Territories, concerning the w shes
and aspirations of the peoples of the Territories,

M ndful also in this connection that the holding of regional semnars in
t he Cari bbean and Pacific regions and at Headquarters and other venues, with the
active participation of representatives of the Non-Self-CGoverning Territories,
is a hel pful neans for the Special Committee to fulfil its mandate, while
recogni zing the need for reviewing the role of these semnars in the context of




a United Nations progranme for ascertaining the political status of the
Territories,

M ndful further that sone Territories have not had any United Nations
visiting mssion for a long period of tine, and that no such visiting mssions
have been sent to sone of the Territories,

Noting with appreciation the contribution to the devel opnent of sone
Territories by specialized agenci es and ot her organizations of the United
Nati ons system in particular the United Nations Devel opnment Programe, and
regional institutions such as the Cari bbean Devel opnent Bank

1. Reaffirns the inalienable right of the peoples of the Territories to
self-determnation, including, if they so w sh, independence, in conformty with
the Charter of the United Nations and General Assenbly resolution 1514 (XV)
contai ning the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries
and Peopl es;

2. Reaffirns also that it is ultimately for the peoples of the
Territories thenselves to determne freely their future political status in
accordance with the rel evant provisions of the Charter, the Declaration and the
rel evant resolutions of the General Assenmbly, and in that connection calls upon
the adm nistering Powers, in cooperation with the territorial Governments, to
facilitate progranmmes of political education in the Territories in order to
foster an awareness anong the people of their right to self-determnation in
conformity with legitimate political status options, including those defined in
resol uti on 1541 (XV);

3. Requests the adm nistering Powers to transnmit to the Secretary-Genera
information called for under Article 73 e of the Charter and ot her updated
i nformati on and reports, including reports on the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl es of the Territories regarding their future political status as expressed
in fair and free referenduns and other forns of popular consultation, as well as
the results of any informed and denocratic processes consistent with practice
under the Charter that indicate the clear and freely expressed w sh of the
peopl e to change the existing status of the Territories;

4. Stresses the inportance for the Special Cormittee on the Situation
with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the Ganting of
I ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peoples to be apprised of the views and
wi shes of the peoples of the Territories and to enhance its understandi ng of
their conditions;

5. Reaffirns that United Nations visiting mssions to the Territories at
an appropriate tine and in consultation with the adm ni stering Power are an
ef fective means of ascertaining the situation in the Territories, and requests
the adm nistering Powers and the el ected representatives of the peoples of the
Territories to assist the Special Committee in this regard;

6. Reaffirns also the responsibility of the adm nistering Powers under
the Charter to pronote the econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent and to preserve the
cultural identity of the Territories, and recomends that priority continue to
be given, in consultation with the territorial Governnents concerned, to the
strengt hening and diversification of their respective econom es;

7. Requests the adm nistering Powers in consultation with the peopl es of
the Territories, to take all necessary neasures to protect and conserve the
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environnent of the Territories under their adm nistration agai nst any
envi ronnent al degradation, and requests the specialized agencies concerned to
continue to monitor environnental conditions in those Territories;

8. Calls upon the adm nistering Powers, in cooperation with the
respective territorial Governnents, to continue to take all necessary measures
to counter problens related to drug trafficking, noney |aundering and ot her
of f ences;

9. Stresses that the eradication of colonialismby the year 2000 requires
the full and constructive cooperation of all parties concerned,;

10. Takes note of the particular circunmstances that prevail in the
Territories concerned, and encourages the political evolution in themtowards
sel f-determ nati on

11. Urges Menber States to contribute to the efforts of the United Nations
to usher in the twenty-first century in a world free of colonialism and calls
upon themto continue to give their full support to the Special Conmttee in its
endeavours towards that nobl e goal

12. lnvites the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nati ons systemto initiate or to continue to take all necessary measures to
accel erate progress in the social and economic life of the Territories;

13. Decides to continue the exam nation of the question of the smnal
Territories and to report thereon to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
session with reconmendati ons on appropriate ways to assist the peoples of the
Territories to exercise their right to self-determ nation

B
| NDI VI DUAL TERRI TORI ES

The General Assenbly,

Referring to resol ution A above,

I. Anerican Sanpa

Noting that the Government of the Territory continues to have significant
financial, budgetary and internal control problens and that the Territory's
deficit and financial condition are conpounded by the high demand for governnent
services fromthe rapidly growi ng population, a limted econom c and tax base
and recent natural disasters,

Noting also that the Territory, simlar to isolated comunities with
limted funds, continues to experience a |lack of adequate nedical facilities and
other infrastructural requiremnents,

Aware of the efforts of the Governnent of the Territory to control and
reduce expenditures, while continuing its programe of expandi ng and
di versifying the | ocal econony,

Noting the non-participation of representatives of the people of Anerican
Sampba in the last three regional semnars,

-0-



1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power to continue to assist the
territorial Government in the econom c and social devel opment of the Territory,
i ncludi ng neasures to rebuild financial managenent capabilities and strengthen
ot her governnental functions of the Government of the Territory;

1. Anguilla

Consci ous of the comm tnment of both the Governnent of Anguilla and the
adm ni stering Power to a new and cl oser policy of dialogue and partnership
t hrough the Country Policy Plan for 1993-1997,

Aware of the efforts of the Governnent of Anguilla to continue to devel op
the Territory as a viable offshore centre and well-regul ated financial centre
for investors, by enacting nodern conpany and trust |aws, as well as partnership
and insurance | egislation, and conputerizing the conpany registry system

Noting the need for continued cooperation between the adm ni stering Power
and the territorial Government in tackling the problens of drug trafficking and
noney | aunderi ng,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power and all States, organizations and
United Nations agencies to continue to assist the Territory in social and
econom ¢ devel opnent ;

[11. Bernuda

Noting the results of the independence referendumheld on 16 August 1995,

Consci ous of the different viewpoints of the political parties of the
Territory on the future status of the Territory,

Noti ng the measures taken by the Governnent to conmbat raci smand the plan
to set up a Conm ssion for Unity and Racial Equality,

Noting also the report of the intended closure of the foreign mlitary
bases and installations in the Territory,

Taking into consideration the statement made in Cctober 1995 by the Fi nance
M nister on the transfer of those |ands for devel opnent projects,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

-10-



2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power to continue its progranmes of
soci 0- econom ¢ devel opnent of the Territory;

3. Al so requests the administering Power to el aborate, in consultation
with the territorial Governnent, programmes of devel opment specifically intended
to alleviate the econom c, social and environmental consequences of the closure
of certain mlitary bases and installations in the Territory;

IV. British Virgin |Islands

Noting the conpletion of the constitutional reviewin the Territory and the
comng into force of the amended Constitution, and noting also the results of
the general elections held on 20 February 1995,

Noting also the results of the constitutional review of 1993-1994, which
made it clear that a prerequisite to independence nust be a constitutionally
expressed wi sh by the people as a result of a referendum

Taking note of the statenent made in 1995 by the Chief Mnister of the
British Virgin Islands that the Territory was ready for constitutional and
political advancerment towards full internal self-governnent and that the
adm ni stering Power should assist through the gradual transfer of power to
elected territorial representatives,

Noting that the Territory is emerging as one of the world' s | eading
of fshore financial centres,

Noting also the need for continued cooperation between the adm nistering
Power and the territorial Government in countering drug trafficking and noney
| aunderi ng,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-CGeneral infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

2. Al so requests the administering Power, the specialized agencies and
ot her organi zations of the United Nations systemand all financial institutions
to continue to provide assistance to the Territory for socio-economc
devel opnent and the devel oprment of human resources, bearing in mnd the
vul nerability of the Territory to external factors;

V. Cayman |sl ands

Noting the constitutional review of 1992-1993, according to which the
popul ati on of the Cayman |sl ands expressed the sentinent that the existing
relations with the United Kingdom of Geat Britain and Northern Ireland shoul d
be maintained and that the current status of the Territory should not be
al tered

Aware that the Territory has one of the highest per capita inconmes in the
region, a stable political climate and virtually no unenpl oynent,
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Noting the actions taken by the territorial Governnent to inplenent its
| ocal i zation programme to pronote increased participation of the |oca
popul ation in the decision-maki ng process in the Caynman |sl ands,

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to drug trafficking,
nmoney | aundering and rel ated activities,

Noti ng the measures taken by the authorities to deal with those probl ens,

Noting also that the Territory has energed as one of the world s | eading
of fshore financial centres,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

2. Al so requests the administering Power, the specialized agencies and
ot her organizations of the United Nations systemto continue to provide the
territorial Government with all required expertise to enable it to achieve its
soci 0- econom c ai ns;

3. Calls upon the adm nistering Power and the territorial Governnment to
continue to cooperate to counter problens related to noney | aundering, smuggling
of funds and other related crines, as well as drug trafficking;

4. Requests the adm nistering Power, in consultation with the territoria
Government, to continue to facilitate the expansion of the current progranme of
securing enmployment for the | ocal population, in particular at the
deci si on- naki ng | evel ;

V. Quam

Noting with interest the statenent nmade and the information on the
political and econom c situation in Guam provided by the representative of the
Territory to the Cari bbean Regional Semi nar, held at St. John's, Antigua and
Bar buda, from21 to 23 May 1997,°3

Recalling that, in a referendumheld in 1987, the people of Guam endorsed a
draft Guam Commonweal th Act that would establish a new framework for relations
between the Territory and the adm ni stering Power, providing for interna
sel f-governnent for Guam and recognition of the right of the people of Guamto
self-determination for the Territory,

Recalling also the requests by the elected representatives and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons of the Territory that Guam not be renoved from
the Iist of the Non-Sel f-Governing Territories with which the Special Conmittee
on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peoples is concerned, pending
the expression of the will of the Chanorro people and taking into account their
legitimate rights and interests,

Awar e of the continued negotiations between the adm ni stering Power and the
territorial CGovernnent on the draft Guam Conmonweal th Act and on the future
status of the Territory, with particular enphasis on the question of the
evolution of the relationship between the United States of Anerica and Guam
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Cogni zant that the adm nistering Power continues to inplenent its programe
of transferring surplus federal land to the Government of Guam

Noting that the people of the Territory have called for reformin the
programe of the adm nistering Power with respect to the thorough, unconditiona
and expeditious transfer of |land property to the people of Guam

Conscious that immgration into Guam has resulted in the indigenous
Chanorros becoming a minority in their honel and,

Aware of the potential for diversifying and devel opi ng the econony of Guam
t hrough commercial fishing and agriculture and other viable activities,

Taki ng note of the proposed closing and realigning of four United States
Navy installations on Guam and the request for the establishnent of a transition
period to devel op sonme of the closed facilities as comercial enterprises,

Recalling the dispatch of a United Nations visiting mssion to the
Territory in 1979, and noting the reconmendati on of the 1996 Pacific Regi ona
Sem nar for sending a visiting mission to Guam*

1. Calls upon the adm nistering Power to take into consideration the
expressed will of the Chanorro people as endorsed by the people of Guam
encour ages the adm nistering Power and the territorial Government of Guamto
continue the negotiations on this matter, and requests the adm nistering Power
to informthe Secretary-Ceneral of progress to this end;

2. Requests the adm nistering Power to continue to assist the el ected
territorial Government in achieving its political, econom ¢ and social goals;

3. Al so requests the administering Power, in cooperation with the
territorial Government, to continue the orderly transfer of land to the people
of the Territory and to take the necessary steps to safeguard their property
rights;

4. Further requests the administering Power to continue to recogni ze and
respect the political rights and the cultural and ethnic identity of the people
of Guam including the Chanorro people, and to take all necessary measures to
respond to the concerns of the territorial Governnment with regard to the
i mm gration issue;

5. Requests the adm nistering Power to cooperate in establishing
programes specifically intended to pronote the sustainable devel opment of
econom c activities and enterprises by the people of Guam including the
Chanorro peopl e;

6. Al so requests the administering Power to continue to support
appropriate neasures by the territorial CGovernnent ainmed at promoting growth in
commercial fishing and agriculture and other viable activities;

Vi, Mont ser r at

Noting with interest the statenents nade and the information on the
political and econom c situation in Mntserrat provided by the el ected
representatives of the Territory to the Cari bbean Regi onal Sem nar, held at St
John's, Antigua and Barbuda, from21 to 23 May 1997,°3

-13-



Noting that the last visiting mssion took place in 1982,

Noting also the functioning of a denocratic process in Mntserrat, and that
general elections were held in the Territory in Novenber 1996,

Taking note of the reported statement of the Chief Mnister that his
preference was for independence within a political union with the O ganization
of Eastern Caribbean States and that self-reliance was nore of a priority than
i ndependence,

Noting with concern the dire consequences of a volcanic eruption, which |ed
to the evacuation of a third of the Territory's population to safe areas of the
i sl and, and whi ch continues to have a negative inpact upon the econony of the
i sl and,

Noting the efforts of the adm nistering Power and the Governnent of the
Territory to nmeet the emergency situation caused by the vol canic eruption,
including the inplementation of a wide range of contingency neasures for both
the private and the public sectors in Mntserrat,

Noting al so the coordinated response neasures taken by the United Nations
Devel opnent Programme and the assistance of the United Nations disaster
managenment team

Noting with deep concern that a substantial number of the inhabitants of
the Territory continue to live in shelters because of volcanic activity,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power, the specialized agencies and ot her
organi zations of the United Nations systemas well as regional and other
organi zations to provide urgent energency assistance to the Territory in
al l eviating the consequences of the vol canic eruption

VIIl. Pitcairn

Taking into account the unique nature of Pitcairn in terns of population
and ar ea,

Expressing its satisfaction with the continued econom ¢ and soci al
advancenent of the Territory, as well as with the inprovenent of its
conmmuni cations with the outside world and its nmanagenent plan to address
conservation issues,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

2. Al so requests the administering Power to continue its assistance for
t he i nprovenent of the economc, social, educational and other conditions of the
popul ati on of the Territory;
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IX. St. Helena

Taking into account the unique character of St. Helena, its popul ation and
its natural resources,

Aware of the request by the Legislative Council of St. Helena that the
adm ni stering Power conduct a constitutional reviewin the Territory,

Noting the statement of 1995 by the administering Power that the Governor
of the island would be ready to enter into debate on a constitutional review of
St. Hel ena,

Aware of the establishment by the Governnent of the Territory of the
Devel opnent Agency in 1995 to encourage private sector comercial devel opnment on
the isl and,

Also aware of the efforts of the administering Power and the territoria
authorities to inprove the socio-econom c conditions of the population of St
Hel ena, in particular in the sphere of food production

Noting with concern the problemof rising unenploynent on the island,

1. Notes that the adm nistering Power has taken note of various
statenments made by nenbers of the Legislative Council of St. Hel ena about the
Constitution and is prepared to discuss themfurther with the people of St
Hel ena, and al so notes that the Conmonweal th Parlianmentary Association recently
sent a delegation to study the Constitution and its application with the
Legi sl ative Counci l

2. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-CGeneral infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

3. Requests the adm nistering Power and rel evant regi onal and
i nternational organizations to continue to support the efforts of the
territorial Government to address the socio-econon c devel opment of the
Territory;

X.  Tokel au

Noting with interest the statenent nmade and the information on the
political and econom c situation in Tokel au provided by the representative of
the Territory to the Caribbean Regional Seminar, held at St. John's, Antigua and
Bar buda, from 21 to 23 May 1997,°3

Recal ling the Sol erm Decl aration on the Future Status of Tokel au delivered
by the U u-o-Tokel au (the highest authority on Tokelau) on 30 July 1994, that an
act of self-determ nation in Tokelau is now under active consideration, together
with the Constitution of a self-governing Tokel au, and that the present
preference of Tokelau is for a status of free association with New Zeal and,

Recal ling al so the enphasis placed in the Sol etm Decl aration on the terns
of Tokelau's intended free association relationship with New Zeal and, incl uding
t he expectation that the formof hel p Tokel au could continue to expect from New
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Zeal and in pronoting the well-being of its people, besides its externa
interests, would be clearly established in the framework of that relationship,

Noting with appreciation the continuing exenplary cooperation of New
Zeal and as the administering Power with regard to the work of the Speci al
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration
on the Granting of |Independence to Col onial Countries and Peoples relating to
Tokelau and its readiness to permt access by United Nations visiting mssions
to the Territory,

Noting also with appreciation the collaborative contribution to the
devel opnent of Tokel au by New Zeal and and the speci alized agenci es and ot her
organi zations of the United Nations system in particular the United Nations
Devel opnent Programme and the International Tel econmuni cation Union

Recalling the dispatch of a United Nations visiting m ssion to Tokelau in
1994,

Noting that, as a small island Territory, Tokelau exenplifies the situation
of nost remai ni ng Non-Sel f-CGoverning Territories,

Noting also that, as a case study pointing to successful decol onization
Tokel au has wi der significance for the United Nations as it seeks to conplete
its work in decol onization,

1. Not es that Tokelau remains firmy conmtted to the devel opnent of
sel f-governnent and to an act of self-determi nation that would result in Tokel au
assum ng a status in accordance with the options on future status for
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories contained in principle VI of the annex to Cenera
Assenbly resolution 1541 (XV) of 15 Decenber 1960;

2. Al so notes Tokelau's desire to nove at its own pace towards an act of
sel f-determ nati on

3. Commends Tokel au for seeking on the basis of wide consultation with
its people a formof national governnent that reflects its unique traditions and
environnent, and for charting its own constitutional course;

4. Acknowl edges the col | aboration between New Zeal and and Tokel au
regardi ng the Tokel au Anendnment Act 1996, which provi des Tokel au's nationa
CGovernment with a | egislative power, supplenmenting the executive power del egated
in 1994;

5. Al so acknow edges Tokel au's need for reassurance, given that |oca
resources cannot adequately cover the material side of self-determnation, and
t he ongoing responsibility of Tokelau's external partners to assist Tokelau in
bal ancing its desire to be self-reliant to the greatest extent possible with its
need for external assistance;

6. Wl cones the assurances of the CGovernnent of New Zeal and that it wll
meet its obligations to the United Nations with respect to Tokel au and abi de by
the freely expressed wi shes of the people of Tokelau with regard to their future
st at us;

7. Invites the adm ni stering Power and United Nations agencies to
continue their assistance to the social and econom c devel opnent of Tokel au;
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Xl. Turks and Caicos |slands

Noting with interest the statenents nade and the information on the
political and economc situation in the Turks and Caicos |slands provided by the
Cabinet Mnister as well as a nenber of the legislature fromthe opposition of
the Territory to the Cari bbean Regional Seminar, held at St. John's, Antigua and
Bar buda, from 21 to 23 May 1997,°3

Noting the establishnent in Novenber 1995 of the Action Conmittee for
Political Independence, formed by promi nent political figures fromdifferent
parties, and its stated goal of educating the population in the di sadvant ages of
the present colonial status and the benefits of independence,

Noting also the efforts by the Government of the Territory to strengthen
financi al managenment in the public sector, including efforts to increase
revenue,

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to drug trafficking
and related activities, as well as its problens caused by illegal inmmgration

Noting the need for continued cooperation between the adm ni stering Power
and the territorial Government in countering drug trafficking and noney
| aunderi ng,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

2. Invites the adm nistering Power to take fully into account the w shes
and interests of the CGovernment and the people of the Turks and Cai cos |sl ands
in the governance of the Territory;

3. Calls upon the adm nistering Power and the rel evant regional and
i nternational organizations to continue to provide assistance for the
i nprovenent of the economc, social, educational and other conditions of the
popul ati on of the Territory;

4. Calls upon the adm nistering Power and the territorial Governnment to

continue to cooperate to counter problens related to noney | aundering, smuggling
of funds and other related crines, as well as drug trafficking;

XIl. United States Virgin |slands

Noting with interest the statenent made and the information on the
political and economc situation in the United States Virgin |Islands provided by
the representative of the Governor of the Territory to the Cari bbean Regi ona
Semi nar, held at St. John's, Antigua and Barbuda, from 2l to 23 May 1997, 3

Noting that general elections were held in Novenber 1994,

Noting also that 27.5 per cent of the electorate participated in the
referendumon the political status of the Territory held on 11 Cctober 1993,
that 80.4 per cent of those who voted supported the existing territorial status
arrangenents with the United States of America and that the referendumleft the
status issue undeci ded,
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Noting further the continuing interest of the territorial Governnent in
seeki ng associ ate nmenbership in the O ganization of Eastern Cari bbean States,
t he Cari bbean Comunity and the Association of Caribbean States,

Noting the necessity of further diversifying the Territory's econony,

Wl com ng the concl usion of the discussion between the Governnent of the
Territory and the adm ni stering Power on the question of Water |sland,

Noting the efforts of the Government of the Territory to pronote the
Territory as an offshore financial services centre,

Noting with satisfaction the interest of the Territory in joining the
United Nations International Drug Control Programre as a full participant,

Recalling the dispatch of a United Nations visiting mssion to the
Territory in 1977,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

2. Al so requests the administering Power to continue to assist the
territorial Government in achieving its political, econom c and social goals;

3. Further requests the administering Power to facilitate the
participation of the Territory, as appropriate, in various organizations, in
particul ar the Organi zati on of Eastern Caribbean States and the Cari bbean
Conmuni ty;

4. Wl cones the conclusion of the negotiations between the adm nistering
Power and the territorial Government on the question of Water |sland.

Not es

1 See Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Forty-first Session
Suppl emrent No. 23 (A/41/23), chap. |, paras. 76 and 77, and docunent A/ 47/86.

2 The present chapter
3 See A/ AC. 109/ 2089.

4 See A/ AC. 109/2058, para. 33 (20).
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