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. | NTRODUCTI ON

1. By its Resolution 47/188 of 22 Decenber 1992, the Ceneral Assenbly (GA)
established a Trust Fund for the Convention to Conbat Desertification (CCD)
process and a Speci al Voluntary Fund, both adm nistered by the head of the Ad Hoc
Secretariat under the authority of the Secretary-General of the United Nations
(UN). These funds were established with a view

(a) to supplerment limted regular budget resources in financing the
negoti ati ng process; and

(b) to assist developing countries affected by desertification and
drought, in particular the | east devel oped countries, to participate
fully and effectively in the negotiation process.

2. Subsequently, Resolution 49/234 of 23 Decenber 1994, adopted by the 49th
session of the CGeneral Assenbly, extended the nandate of the two funds for the
interimperiod. It also anended the terns of reference of the Trust Fund to take

into consideration the recomendations of the Inter-governmental Negotiating
Conmittee regardi ng the participati on of non-governnental organi sations (NGOs) in
its sessions.

3. Sections Il to V review activities during the current 1996-1997 biennium
through 30 June 1997 (latest official report available at tine of docunent
subm ssion) financed fromvoluntary contributions to the Trust Fund and Specia

Voluntary Fund. In addition they sumrarize the Secretariat's utilization of UN
regul ar budget resources for the sanme period and the Secretariat's planned
activities for the second half of the year 1997. Projections are also provided
in Section VI of the | evel of funding that may be nmade avail abl e under the Regul ar
Budget in 1998. Possible activities utilizing Trust Fund and Special Voluntary
Fund resources in that year are provided in Annex VII. Finally, this docunent
i kewi se provides information on outstanding pl edges and contributions received
for both funds from 1993 to 1997

4. I n considering proposed activities for 1998, this docunent should be read
in conjunction with docunent | CCD/ COP(1)/3. Paragraphs 3 and 4 of that docunent
outline the provisions of General Assenbly resolution 51/180 which authorized
continued GA funding in 1998, as well as continuation of the Trust Fund and the
Speci al Vol untary Fund.

[1. UNITED NATI ONS REGULAR BUDGET RESOURCES

5. Regul ar budget resources are used essentially to cover expenses related to
staff, travel, consultancies and conmunications, as well as standard operating
expenses such as mai ntenance and supplies. Annex | shows the Secretariat's tota
regul ar budget allotnments and expenditures for the current biennium

6. For the biennium 1996-1997 a total allotnent of US$ 2,026,600 has been
issued to cover the salaries and related costs of 5 professional and 4 genera
service (GS) posts (1 D2, 1 D1, 1 P-5 1P-4, 1P-3and 4 GS), the same nunber
of posts as in the previous biennium

7. For official travel of staff, a total allotment of US$ 282,900 has been
provided for 1996-97. These resources have been used for the Secretariat staff
to participate inthe 9th session of the INCD, to participate in intergovernmental
and inter-agency neetings, to attend workshops and senminars relating to
desertification, toconsult with Headquarters and to service the General Assenbly.

8. Consul tancy resources nmade available during this period amobunt to US$
505, 800. These have been mainly used to di scharge the Secretariat's facilitation
role in the regions covered by the annexes to the Convention. Consultants were
al so enpl oyed for the organi zati on and pronoti on of awareness and for information
canpai gns, as well as for ad hoc activities for which the rel evant expertise was
not available within the Secretariat.
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[11. TRUST FUND: 1996-1997

9. The CGeneral Assenbly, by its Resolution 47/188, paragraph 13, decided that
the "negotiating process shall be funded t hrough exi sting UN budgetary resources,
wi t hout negatively affecting its programmed activities, and through voluntary
contributions to a Trust Fund established specifically for that purpose for the
duration of the negotiations." It also urged "governnents, and regi onal economic
i ntegration organi zations to contribute generously to the Trust Fund."

10. The situation concerning contributions and out standi ng pl edges to the Trust
Fund are shown in Annexes |Il and V respectively.

11. Trust Fund expenditures incurred to-date in 1996-1997 totalling sone US$
4,730,900 (inclusive of 13% programe support costs), are summari zed by objects
of expenditures in Table 1 of Annex I

12. The Secretariat has established contacts and concluded agreements with
several countries, as well as with agencies of the United Nations system and
i nt ergover nment al or gani zati ons, to enlist their support for specific
extrabudgetary activities in the following four fields, which are summarized in
t he sections bel ow

(a) organi zation of national awareness seninars and other activities,
preparatory to the fornul ation of national action programmes;

(b) subregi onal and regional consultation processes preparatory to the
formul ati on of subregional and regional action progranmmes;

(c) public information; and

(d) i nvol venent of grass-roots organi zations in the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on.

13. Costs officially recorded in the accounts as at 30 June 1997 which are
attributable to each of the above activities are provided bel ow. However, it
shoul d be borne in mnd that these attributed costs constitute only part of the
total costs of the activities, since the system of global reporting of other
rel evant costs (e.g. staff costs and conmuni cation costs) does not allow for the
cl ear apportionnent of all costs to each of the activities.

A Organi zation of National Awareness Seminars and Activities at the Nationa

Level
Recorded costs January 1996 - June 1997 $ 800, 400
Pl us 13% Progranmme support costs (PSC) $ 104,100
Total recorded 1996- 1997 expenditures $ 905,500
14. The Secretariat has continued to facilitate the organi zation of nationa

awar eness semnars concerning the future inplenmentation of the Convention and
actions during the interim period. By pronoting contacts between the various
partners working at the national level, these seminars facilitate the integration
intothe inplenentation process of all interested national stakehol ders, including
institutions or organi zations that nay not have yet been involved in the process.
Each sem nar has been organi zed at a cost of roughly US$ 8, 000.

15. As presentation and exchange fora, these seminars also provide the
opportunity to bring together inportant actors in civil society, as well as field
representatives of donor agencies. Using contributions to the Trust Fund and in
col aboration wth conpetent international or regional organizations, the
Secretariat has been able to facilitate the holding of these seminars in the
followi ng countries during the first 18 nonths of 1996-1997:
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Africa: January 1996 Angol a, Madagascar
May 1996 O i bouti, Mzanbi que, Swazil and,
Ganbi a (financed by t he Permanent Interstate
Conmittee for Drought Control in the Sahel,
Cl LSS)
June 1996 Ghana
July 1996 Central African Republic
Novenber 1996 Li bya (financed by the Libyan Governnent)
Decenber 1996 Al geri a
Asi a: March 1996 I ran, Turkmenistan
May 1996 Jor dan
June 1996 Chi na
Oct ober 1996 Syria, Kazakstan, Arnmenia, Myannar
Novenber 1996 Yenen
March 1997 Uzbeki st an, Lebanon
April 1997 Ukr ai ne, Georgia, Pakistan

Latin Anerica
and the Caribbean: January 1996 Peru (financed by UNDP)
March 1996 Bolivia (financed by UNDP)
April 1996 Argentina (financed by UNDP), Cuba
Septenber 1996 Haiti, Santo Doni ngo
February 1997 Ecuador (financed by the Ecuadoran Govt.)

16. Moreover, to support other preparatory activities at the national |evel, the
Secretariat has commtted grant funds for the follow ng:

(a) Africa: to CILSSto facilitate the el aboration of national action
progranmmes in Cl LSS Menber States countries; to the Eritrean Agency
for the Environnent (second instal nent) as support for preparatory
activities related to the fornmulation of the national action
programme in Eritrea; to Senegal and to Burkina Faso to facilitate
i nformati on canpai gns and wor kshops ai med at preparing the national
forum and to Namibia for the celebration of Wrld Day to Conbat
Desertification and Drought;

(b) Asia: to UNDP for the Expert Meeting on the Synergies anong the
Conventions on Cimate Change, Biodiversity and Desertification
(I'srael, 17-20 March 1997);

(c) Latin Anerica and the Caribbean: to the Mexican Society for Soil
Sci ence for the publication of the Report on Land Preservation in
Mexi co; and to Bolivia to facilitate the holding of the Donors'
Round-Table (Tarija, initially planned for 28-30 April 1997 and
post poned to Cctober).

17. In addition, the Secretariat supported a workshop for fifteen African Focal
Points held in Nouakchott, Mauritania, 18-22 Novenber 1996 to clarify sone
i mportant issues regarding Convention inplenentation. Partici pants reviewd

processes initiated in the concerned countries and experiences gained since the
adoption of the Convention and the Resolution on Ugent Action for Africa. The
objective was to seek concerted solutions to the problens encountered at the
national |evel during the interim period.

18. Costs incurred in the current bi enniumthrough June 1997 in connection with
t he organi zati on of national awareness sem nars and other preparatory activities
at the national level indicated in the foregoi ng paragraph i ncl ude US$ 363, 100 i n
grant paynents, US$ 37,400 i n neeting expenses, US$ 152,800 i n consul tanci es, sone
US$ 58,000 for the travel of participants and an estimated US$ 189, 100 for the
travel of Secretariat staff to service the seminars.
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19. During the period July to Decenber 1997, the Secretariat will facilitate
additional seninars as follows:

Africa: Date to be set Caner oon
Asi a: July 1997 Mongol i a
Sept ember 1997 Khyr gyzt an, Nepa
Cct ober 1997 Bel arus, Mol dova
Nov- Dec 1997 Russi an Federati on, Bangl adesh
Dates to be set Bhut an, Canbodi a
Latin Anerica
and the Caribbean: Cctober 1997 Col onbi a, Guatenal a
Novenber 1997 Ni caragua, Saint Kitts and Nevis
Nov- Dec 1997 Panama
Decenber 1997 Venezuel a
20. If sufficient resources are nmade available, the objective would be to

eventually hold such seminars in all affected countries that request them in
Africa, Asia, and Latin Anerica and the Caribbean

21. During the renmainder of 1997, the Secretariat will also pronote nationa
preparatory activities beyond awareness senminars. The following activities are
pl anned:

(a) Nati onal consultative processes in sone African countries (e.qg.
Benin, Ethiopia, FEritrea, Kenya, Modzanbique Sudan, Uganda,),
preparatory activities for the developnment of national action
programes, and national fora to discuss draft national action
programes (tentatively in Tunisia and Togo);

(b) Institutional support to national coordination points of |east
devel oped countries (e.g. Chad, Mauritania, N ger);

(c) Techni cal Wbr kshops/ Meeti ngs of CCD Focal Points in Africa (Maseru,
16-19 Septenber) and in Asia (Novenber);

(d) Institutional support to Asian countries (e.g. Mongol i a,
Uzbeki st an);

(e) Mssions to Latin Anmerica and the Caribbean to assist their
processes to inplement the Convention: Haiti (August) and the

Dom ni can Republic (Septenber); to evaluate respective national
action programmes and assess Secretariat support requirenents:
Argentina and Honduras (Cctober); and Round Table wth donors:
Bol i via (Cctober).

22. Activities for the last six nonths of 1997 at the national |evel as detail ed
in paragraphs 19 to 21 above would require estimated resource requirenments as
follows: sonme US$ 912, 200 conpri sing US$ 594,000 i n grant paynents, US$ 60,600 in
consul tancies, US$ 130,600 for the travel of participants, US$ 125,000 in staff
travel, US$ 2,000 in interpretation and translation of docunents, and sonme US$
118,600 for the related 13% progranme support costs.

B. Subregional and regional consultation processes

Recorded costs January 1996 - June 1997: $ 1,210, 300
Pl us 13% Programre support costs $ 157, 300
Total recorded 1996- 1997 expenditures $ 1, 367,600
23. Regi onal and subregional activities aim to stimulate awareness of the
Convention and to facilitate the consultative processes it nmandates. Such
activities can work both at the horizontal level, in pronoting regiona
cooperation, and at the vertical |evel, in encouraging national |evel activities.

The Secretariat involvenent in this process ainms at ensuring worl dwi de coherence
and conpatibility with the Convention objectives in such activities.
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Subr egi onal consultati on processes

24, Subr egi onal consultation processes take the form of neetings organi zed by
a relevant subregional organization, acting as coordinating agency, with the
support of the Secretariat. They bring together representatives of the

governnments of a given subregion, donor countries and rel evant intergovernment al
and non-governnmental organi zations to di scuss neasures to be taken to pronote the
i mpl ementati on of the Convention in the subregion. They are often organized in
conjunction with a workshop that gathers nedia professionals of the sane
subr egi on.

25. These neetings and workshops provide all parties involved wth an
opportunity to increase their level of know edge about the Convention and to
formul ate a cl ear and conmon vi ew of their obligations and respective roles. They
al so allow participants to be inforned of the |atest devel opnents regarding the
Convention and their inmpact on activities in the subregion.

26. The subregional consultative process are well underway in four sub-regions
of Africa. During the reporting period the Secretariat facilitated consultation
on the elaboration of the Southern and Eastern Africa Sub-Regional Action
Programes (SRAPs) and the hol di ng/ preparati on of subregional fora on the CCDin
Nai robi (19-21 February 1997), in Maseru (3-5 March 1997), in Rabat (14-16 April
1997) and in Naney (21-23 July 1997), through grant paynents to the
Intergovernnental Authority on Developnment (1GAD), the Southern African
Devel opnent Conmunity (SADC), the Arab Maghreb Union (UMR), and the Pernmanent
Inter-State Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS). At the request
of UMA and CILSS, it also supported the organization of consultations on the
formulation of a pilot project in the border areas of Mauritania and Senegal
t hrough a grant paynent to ClLSS.

27. In Asia, the Secretariat likewise facilitated the organization of a
subregional conference for West Asia (Abu Dhabi, 23-25 June 1996) to devel op
i nterstate cooperation anong countries of the sub-region and encourage foll ow up
at the national level. It was organized in collaboration with the Secretariat of
the Qulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the International Center for Agricultural
Research in the Dry Areas (I CARDA), the United Nations Environnent Programe's
(UNEFP' s) Regional Ofice for West Asia, UNDP and the I|slanic Devel opnent Bank.
Support was al so given for a subregional consultative neeting organised by the
Arab Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dryl ands (ACSAD) in Damascus (9-11
April 1997) and the Centre for Environment and Devel opnent for the Arab Regi on and
Europe (CEDARE) in Cairo to explore options for subregi onal cooperation through
cooperative arrangenents such as the establishnent of a Western Asian Network to
Conbat Desertification.

28. Inthe Latin Aneri ca and Cari bbean regi on, the Secretariat facilitated, with
t he support of UNEP and UNDP, the organization of the first subregional neeting
for the Central American and Cari bbean region, held in Santo Domi ngo, 18-20 April
1996. The objective of the neeting was to sensitize the countries of the
subregion to the benefits to be derived fromthe Convention and to initiate a
process of cooperation anmong themwith a viewto its inplenentation.

Regi onal consultation processes

29. In Asia, a regional conference was held in New Del hi from21-23 August 1996.
It aimed at identifying the framework and priority areas of the inplenentation
strategy for the Regional Inplenentation Annex for Asia. An Africa-Asia Forumon
Desertification also took place in Beijing from5-11 August 1996 to assi st African
countries in designing national programmes to conbat desertification and/or to
nmtigate the effects of drought, and Asian countries to clarify and refine their
policies in these respects. The Secretariat further facilitated the hol di ng of
an Asian Mnisterial Conference on the CCD (Beijing, 13-15 May 1997) which
provi ded inportant guidelines to strengthen regi onal cooperation across Asia in
the years to conme, which endorsed the preparati on of a Regi onal Action Progranmre.
Also facilitated was an inter-regi onal conference in Tashkent (10-13 June 1997),
which provided a fresh inpetus for international cooperation to conbat
desertification and | and degradation in the Eurasian | and nass.
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30. In Latin Anerica and the Caribbean, the first regional conference was held
in Buenos Aires, 24-26 January 1996. It was organised with the support of UNDP
and UNEP. This conference laid the groundwork for the inplenmentation of the
Convention at the national and regional Ilevels and agreed on neasures of
cooperation in the region. A follow up nmeeting was convened in Mexico Gty from
17-19 June 1996, with the support of UNDP, UNEP and the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations (FAO. W rk is also advanci ng on devel opnent
of a regional coordinating nechanismfor the Latin American and Cari bbean regi on.
From 10-12 March 1997, the third regional conference was held in Havana. Anong
the major decisions reached during the conference were the approval of the
Regi onal Action Progranme and the establishment of a regional coordinating
nmechani sm anong focal points. The conference was followed by a neeting of the
Regi onal Steering Conmittee (Mexico, 17-18 June 1997), which ratified the
deci sions taken in Havana during the conference.

31. Costs incurred in the current bienniumthrough June 1997 in connection with
the above subregional and regional activities include US$ 393,000 in grant
paynents, US$ 58,000 in neeting expenses, US$ 255,000 in consultancies, sonme US$
301,400 for the travel of participants and an estinmated US$ 202, 900 for the travel
of Secretariat staff to support the different activities.

32. For the last six nmonths of 1997, at the request of the conpetent subregional
or regional organization, the Secretariat hopes to facilitate or provide support
for the following activities at the subregional, regional and inter-regional
| evel s:

Africa:

- Devel opnent of a Desertification Information System (CI LSS, |GAD, SADC);

- Devel) opnent of Early Warning Systenms in Eastern and Sout hern Africa (I GAD,
SADC) ;

- Subregional neeting to establish a Miltidisciplinary Scientific and
Techni cal Consultative Conmittee (MSTCC) of SADC;

- Est abl i shment of a technical unit whi ch woul d be responsi ble for the foll ow
up of the Subregional Action Programme for the Arab Maghreb Union;

- Revi si on, up-dating and harnoni zing of the Kalahari/Namib Action Plan in
light of the CCD objectives and approaches;

- Support for the formulation of pilot projects in the Maghreb and Sahel

border areas (i.e. Muritania/ Senegal and Al geria/ Tuni si a);

Fol l ow-up on the formul ation of priority programe areas at the subregi onal

level in Africa;

Foll owup activities resulting fromthe Pan-African Conference;

Organi zation of the Second Asia/Africa Forum on the CCD (N anmey, 2-5

Sept enber 1997); and

Preparation of two thematic i nformati on workshops for the fornul ation of the

Regi onal Action Programme for Africa (Cctober-Decenber 1997).

3

Tripartite Study Meeting in Jerusal em (Septenber 1997);

- Preparation of the Expert Goup for Inter-Regional Eurasian Cooperation to
be held in 1998;

Fol | ow-up on the Asian Regional Action Progranme;

Study on the global inpact of desertification on Asian societies.

Lat| n Anerica and the Caribbean:
Preparation of docunentation for the Fourth Regional Conference, to be held
in Antigua and Barbuda in early 1998.

33. To enable the Secretariat to facilitate the activities envisioned for the
second half of 1997, estinmated resources would be required as follows: sonme US$
735,500 conprising US$ 320,000 in grant paynents, US$ 168,800 in consultancies,
US$ 140, 200 for the travel of participants, US$ 46,800 for travel of Secretariat
staff and US$ 59, 700 for translation, interpretation and printing of docunents,
and sone US$ 95,600 to provide for the related 13% progranme support costs.
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C Public informtion

Recorded costs January 1996 - June 1997: $ 186, 800

Pl us 13% Progranmme support costs $ 24,300

Total recorded 1996- 1997 expenditures $ 211, 100

34. An i nportant activity of the Secretariat is to raise public awareness of the

probl em of desertification and to pronote the Convention and its inplenmentation
During recent sessions of the Committee, the | NCD enphasi zed the need to pursue
and strengthen awareness raising activities.

35. The GCeneral Assenbly proclainmed 17 June as "Wrld Day to Conbat
Desertification and Drought" (resolution A/ 49/115). oservance of this day
provides a focus for Secretariat public information activities, which is
particularly inmportant in the period leading up to the first Conference of the
Parties (COP).

36. In order to maxim ze and strengthen inplenmentation activities fully, the
Secretariat continues to seek ways for the Convention to be nore w dely known, in
bot h devel oped and devel opi ng countries, anong policy and decisions nmakers in
CGovernnments, NGO s, journalists and nedi a professionals, and specialized interest
groups, such as the business comunity. In this regard the Secretariat has done
the foll ow ng:

Publ i cati ons The Secretariat produced a Convention Kit and the sinplified

and information: version of the Convention in a booklet entitled "Down to
Earth", both of which continue to be widely distributed in a
nunber of | anguages.

The CCD newsletter, launched in May 1996 to keep interested
audi ences and CCD participants well informed of the various
activities taking place in connection with the Convention,
contiﬂues to be published every three nonths in English and
Frenc

In order to gain broader attention and nedia coverage in
periodicals, editorials, nagazines, nmajor newspapers, and
flight nmagazi nes, efforts were made, especially on the occasion
of the deposit of the fiftieth instrument of ratification, to
target the above-nentioned nedi a.

The Secretariat also has a direct link to the Internet and
maintains a Wrld-Wde Wb site. Currently only in English
this site will be duplicated in French and ot her | anguages in
the coming nmonths. Qher inprovenents in design and content
are also foreseen.

The Secretariat I|likewise facilitated the publication of
materials related to the issue of desertification including a
special edition of "The International Journal - Problenms of
Desert Devel opnent " (Desert Resear ch Institute of

Tur krreni st an) .

The Secretariat also contracted a consultant to wite articles
hi ghlighting the first Conference of the Parties (COP) and to
rai se awar eness of the Convention

Layout and graphics of a comic book on desertification are
bei ng worked out. It is aimed primarily at young readers,
usi ng hurmour and sinple |anguage to explain the problens of
desertification and the efforts made to find solutions.
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Event s: I n support of the 1996 Worl d Day to Conbat Desertification, the
Secretariat screened the novie "Po di Sangui", which was fil ned
in Cuinea Bissau. This film has links to the issue of
desertification and was a nmaj or success at the 1996 Cannes Film
Festival. In addition, a special UN in Action docunentary on
desertification was broadcasted by CNN prior to 17 June 1996.

In 1997, the Secretariat collaborated with the UNOG Visitors'
Service by briefing visitors and distributing |eaflets and pins
on the Conventi on.

The CCD Secretariat participated for the first tinme at the 15th
Quagadougou FESPACO Fi | m Festival (22 February - 1 March 1997)
as a donor of a "special award" ($10,000) that was attributed
tothe filmthat, through its high artistic and ci nemat ographic
quality, best depicts the problenms and solutions of
desertification on the African Continent.

Pronot i on: As part of its pronotional canpaign, the Secretariat printed
special CCD T-shirts, CCD posters and produced CCD pi ns. These
were distributed on the occasion of Wrld Day to Conbat
Desertification in 1996 and 1997 and on the occasion of the
entry into force of the Convention on 26 Decenber 1996 and at
neetings related to the Convention.

In collaboration with UNDP's Azi nuth Programe, a video report
filmed in Indiawas produced illustrating causes of poverty due
to desertification and their mitigation, and i nversely, causes
of desertification due to poverty. This filmwas |aunched on
the occasion of the 1997 Wrld Day to Conbat Desertification
and conpl enents earlier videos resulting from Secretariat/ UNDP
part ner shi p.

37. Costs incurred in the current bienniumthrough June 1997 in connection with
t he above public information activities include US$ 17,300 i n consul tanci es, USS$
13,800 in travel of staff, US$ 4,100 for the travel of participants, US$ 9, 000 for
translation/editing, US$ 92,000 for printing and binding, US$ 25,300 for public
i nformation and production costs, US$ 12,300 for advertising and pronotion, and
US$ 13,000 in grant paynents.

38. During the second half of 1997, it is planned:

(a) to produce, in collaboration with UNDP' s Azinmuth Programe,
another video report but this time to be filnmed in Latin
Anmerica and the Cari bbean;

(b) to distribute to TV and radi o stations sone 50 vi deo cassettes
conbi ning 5 video reports produced by UNDP/ Azi nuth, as well as
radi o cassettes on desertification;

(c) to develop an interactive CD Rom conprising, inter-alia, the
history of the Convention and relevant docunents on
desertification issues;

(d) to update the "Down to Earth", sinplified guide of the
Conventi on;

(e) to hold a press sem nar and nedia outreach workshop and a
comcs exhibit at the first session of the Conference of the
Parties (COP);

(f) to publish a comc book on desertification, initially in
English, French and Spanish, and a catal ogue of the comics
exhi bit;
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(9) to conmpile a "Who's Wio Directory” of COP participants, other
active experts and rel evant organi zations to be available in
print and el ectronically;

(h) to contract with Inter Press Service (IPS) to produce 12
feature articles prior to the COP and to provi de daily coverage
of CCD neetings;

(1) to continue to publish the CCD newsletter;

(j) to initiate preparatory work on setting up a multinmedia
library; and

(k) to produce souvenirs of the COP 1 (e.g. note pads, pens,
diaries).

39. To enable the facilitation of activities described in the foregoing

par agraph, estimated resources would be required as follows: sone US$ 280, 800
conprising US$ 62,200 in tenporary assistance and consul tancies, US$ 49,000 for
the travel of participants, US$ 10,000 for travel of Secretariat staff, US$ 14, 600
for translation/editing, US$ 97,000 for printing and binding, US$ 32,000 for
public infornation and producti on costs, US$ 10,000 for adverti sing and pronoti on,
US$ 6,000 for mscellaneous operating expenses, and sone US$ 36,500 for the
rel ated 13% programre support costs.

D. I nvol verrent of grass-roots organizations in the inplenentation of the
Convent i on

Recorded costs January 1996 - June 1997: $ 795, 200

Pl us 13% Progranmme support costs $ 103, 400

Total recorded 1996- 1997 expenditures $ 898, 600

40. The Secretariat al so pronotes grass-roots involvenent in the inplenmentation

of the Convention by facilitating and coordinating activities related to the
i nvol venent of affected communities in the inplenentation of the Convention, as
well as by pronoting initiatives for dissenmnation of infornmation on the
Convention inplenentation. Such involvenent is pronoted nainly in collaboration
with inter-governnental organizations (I G3) and non-governnental organizations
(NGs). Gants are paid to hel p defray the costs of Convention-related activities
and to hel p enhance NGO capacity in the inplenmentation of the Convention.

41. Activities and projects undertaken which received funding fromthe Trust
Fund i ncl ude:

(a) subregi onal NGO neetings on best practices to enhance NGO
participation and to involve affected comunities in the
i mpl enent ati on of action programes in East, Central, Southern,
and West Africa;

(b) an Asi an regional NGO conference on the inplenentation of the
Convention and on enhanci ng cooperation and the invol verrent of
Asi an NGOs, pastoral communities, governnents and science and
technology institutions, held in Islamabad, Pakistan, 27-30
January 1996;

(c) an NGO I nternational Wrkshop on Partners in the | npl enmentation
of the Convention in the Mediterranean Basin, held in Tunisia,
28-30 March 1996;

(d) regi onal NGO neetings to rai se awareness of the Convention in
the European Community and to discuss partnerships anong
European and Southern NGOs (European region - Belgium 21
Cctober 1996; Euro-Mediterranean region - France, 19-21
Decenmber 1996);
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(e) a two-day series of seminars with representatives of the
Eur opean Commi ssion and Menbers of the European Parlianent,
representatives fromthe African, Caribbean and Pacific States
Secretari at and pernanent representatives of the European Uni on
Menber States based in Brussels, to further elaborate and
di scuss the rol e of European countries in the inplenentation of
t he Convention (Brussels, Bel gium 5-6 Decenber 1996);

(f) i nternational NGO fora to pronpte co-operation among NGOs, to
review experiences and to discuss inplenentation of the
Convention (San Francisco, 10-12 Novenber 1996 and Hyderabad,
9-12 Decenber 1996);

(9) subregi onal NGO conferences to inform communities of the
Convention and to explore possibilities of cooperation anong
NGCs and Governnments in the region (West African region -
Mauritania, 26-28 March 1997 and Central Asian region -
Kyrgyzstan, 1-4 May 1997);

(h) a regional Latin Anerican and the Caribbean NGO neeting on the
i mpl enentati on of the Convention (Havana, Cuba, 7-8 March
1997);

(i) institutional support to various NG> at the national |evel;

(j) initiation of pilot projects to establish |ong-term awareness

in Mngolia on the inportance and urgency of conbatting
desertification;

(k) production of a special edition of "I MPACT", the newsletter of
the Cimate Africa Network, which el aborated on the |inkages
bet ween climate change and desertification;

(1) three activities initiated in Mali, Burkina Faso, and India
concerned with enhancing the role of wonen in the
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention and with translating rel evant
parts of the Convention into |ocal |anguages;

(m a project for the introduction of the Convention's
participatory approach in the work programme of African
i nt ergovernmental organi zati ons;

(n) a project for enhancing the ratification and inpl enmentation of
the Convention by Italian NGOs;

(o) preparation of i nformati on material on the Convention addressed
to Northern countries;

(p) financial assistance to the Association for the Protection of
Nature (APN Sahel) for the printing and distribution of a
sinmplified Convention kit translated into | ocal |anguages; and

(q) assistance to NGB to pronote Wrld Day to Conbat
Desertification and Drought through nedia events in their
regi ons.

42. In addition, NGO participation in | NCD sessions has al so been facilitated

t hrough contributions to the Trust Fund.

43. Costs incurred in the current bienniumthrough June 1997 in connection with
the above grass-roots organizations' activities include US$ 23,500 in
consul tancies, US$ 290,000 for the travel of resource persons from NGO, US$
39,700 in staff travel to NGO I1GO activities, and US$ 442,000 in grant paynments
for the above activities.
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44, In the second half of 1997, it is planned to:

(a) facilitate the preparation of papers on enhancing wonen's
i nfluence in the inplenmentation of the Convention;

(b) facilitate the participation of NGOs at the resunmed Tenth | NCD
Session (Geneva, 18-22 August 1997) and at the COP 1 (Rone, 29
Sept enber - 10 Cct ober 1997);

(c) provi de support to the international NGO neeting on North-South
cooperation in the inplenmentation of the Convention;

(d) facilitate subregional and regional NGO neetings in Africa
(Senegal , 8-12 Septenber 1997), Latin Arerica and the Cari bbean
and in Asia;

(e) participate in the International Wnen's Expert G oup neeting
(Norway, 10-16 August 1997) and facilitate a Wnen's Forum on
enhancing the role of wonmen in the inplenentation of the
Convention and regi onal preparatory neetings;

(f) facilitate the preparati on and hol di ng of an NGO forum during
coP 1;

(9) continue to provide support to strengthen the institutional
capacity of NGO to facilitate the inplenentation of the
Convention; and

(h) continue to facilitate pilot projects on desertification
control and consultative processes in the franmework of the
Conventi on.

45, To enable the facilitation of activities described in the foregoing

par agraph, estimated resources would be required as follows: sone US$ 596, 500
conprising US$ 15,000 in consultancies, US$ 240,000 for the travel of resource
persons from NGOs, US$ 53,500 for travel of Secretariat staff, US$ 288,000 for
grant paynents, and some US$ 77,500 for the related 13% progranme support costs.

46. Taking into account the costs of the various projects and activities
envi si oned during this bienniumas di scussed above, and given the current status
of the Trust Fund, the INCD may wi sh to call upon potential donors to contribute
to the Fund and give further guidance to the Executive Secretary concerning its
future use.

I V. SPECI AL VOLUNTARY FUND: 1996- 1997
Recorded costs January 1996 - June 1997: $ 1,444,000
Pl us 13% Programme support costs $ 187, 700
Total recorded 1996- 1997 expenditures $ 1,631,700
47. The status of contributions received and out st andi ng pl edges for the Speci al

Vol untary Fund are shown in Annexes |V and V respectively. A short table on the
current bi enni umexpenditures reported under this Fund is reflected in Table 2 of
Annex 11 .

48. During the first 18 nmonths of the current biennium sone US$ 465,100 in
costs were incurred to finance the travel of 90 participants from 66 eligible
countries to the Eighth INCD Session (Geneva, 5-16 February), US$ 449,900 to
finance the travel of 100 participants from67 eligible countries tothe Ninth |NCD
Session (New York, 3-13 Septenber), US$ 449,100 to finance travel of 98
participants from 65 eligible countries to the Tenth I NCD Session (6-17 January
1997); and US$ 79,900 to facilitate the attendance of sone participants froml east
devel oped countries to I NCD-rel at ed neeti ngs (e.g. Benchmark and | ndi cat ors neeti ng
in Geneva, Asian Mnisterial Conference in Beijing, 13-15 May 1997, Pan-African
Conference i n Quagadougou, 18-21 March 1997).
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49, For the remaining 6 nonths of 1997, it is estinmated that sone US$ 353, 000
woul d be required to finance the travel of 110 participants to the Resuned Tenth
I NCD Session (Ceneva, 18-22 August 1997), and sonme US$ 539,000 to finance trave

of 110 participants to the first Conference of the Parties (Rone, 29 Septenber-10
Cct ober 1997).

50. After deducting total estimated 1996-1997 expenditures of US$ 2,639, 700
(i nclusive of the 13%progranme support costs) and after providing for the required
1997 operating cash reserve (estimated at US$ 204, 700), a bal ance of approxi mately
US$ 516,500 will remain available for 1998 assum ng receipt of all outstanding
pl edged contributions in 1997. 1In allocating the remaining funds, priority wll
continue to be given to |east developed countries affected by drought and
desertification. As in the past, the Secretariat will circulate during the COP
as Addendum 1 to this docunment, a list of countries whose participation has been
financed through the Fund, together with an up-dated status of contributions and
out st andi ng pl edges received for the Trust Fund and the Special Vol untary Fund.

V. SECRETARI AT STAFFI NG SI TUATI O\ 1997
51. The staffing situation of the Secretariat as of 30 June 1997 is shown in
Annex VI. It does not include consultants or tenmporary staff hired to assist the

Secretariat during sessions of the Commttee but includes staff the recruitment of
whom are i n progress.

52. The table provides the staffing distribution of the Secretariat by main
fields of activities and al so provides the category/level and sources of funding
for each correspondi ng post. Due tothe nminimal |evel of staffing, it is inportant
to recognize that staff nenbers are often called upon to perform other duties,
dependi ng on the Secretariat's workload at any given tine.

53. The following information is of relevance to the Secretariat's current
staffing situation as reflected in Annex VI:
(a) Canada, Sweden and Switzerl and each continue to fund the services of
one professional staff nenber.
(b) WMD conti nues to second one professional to the Secretariat and has
contributed to the funding of one general service staff menber
(c) Italy has seconded a Junior Professional Oficer (JPO to the
Secretari at.
(d) China has partially funded the services of one professional staff
nmenber .
(e) Nine staff nenbers are currently funded from unearnarked

contributions to the trust fund.

(f) Three staff menbers are funded from the United Nations' Support
Account (one of whom as from April 1997 when his post under the
Regul ar Budget had to be frozen due to the financial crisis).

(9) Procedures are now in progress for the recruitnment of:

(i) one staff nmenber (P-4) to fill a vacant post under the Regul ar
Budget (post is again available for use after having been frozen due
to the financial crisis);

(ii) one staff nenber (P-4) to be financed from unearnarked
contributions to the trust fund;

(iii) one staff menber (P-3) to be financed by Japan; and
(iv) two JPCs: one to be funded by Gernmany and t he ot her by Spain.
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54, Admi ni strative support to the Secretariat continues to be provided by a
Geneva based Administrative Unit of the Departnent for Policy Coordination and
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent (DPCSD) consisting of one professional officer and three
general service staff.

55. Finally, it should be noted that contractual arrangenents relating to staff
nmenbers financed fromthe Trust Fund continue to be of a short-termnature ow ng
to the uncertainty of funding, and that the quality and | evel of service that can
be provided by the Secretariat to the COPis influenced and limted by the |evel
and tinely receipt of contributions to the Trust Fund for Secretariat support.

VI.  PRQJECTI ONS FOR 1998

56. The estimated 1998 regul ar budget resources to be authorized by the General
Assenbly for the Secretariat is still not known at the time of printing of this
document. However, it would be reasonable to expect that it would provide for
resources for staff, travel, consultancies, communications, and other standard
operati ng expenses at the sanme proportionate |l evel, i.e., an equival ent of one year
of the current 1996-1997 bi enni um appropri ation.

57. Activities which the Secretariat mght support in 1998 utilizing
contributions to the Trust Fund and the Special Voluntary Fund are provided in
Annex VI I . Qoviously the activities finally carried out would depend on the
preci se anount of contributions received and the w shes of the contributing
countries and organi zati ons.
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ANNEX |
REGULAR BUDGET
TOTAL ALLOTMENT AND EXPENDI TURES | NCURRED
BY OBJECT OF EXPENDI TURE
(US DOLLARS) 1/
Bl ENNI UM 1996- 1997
OBJECT OF EXPENDI TURE TOTAL TOTAL BALANCE OF
ALLOTNENT EXPENDI TURES ALLOTNENT
1996- 1997 1996- 1997 1/ 1996- 1997
010 Established posts 1, 535, 900. 00 1, 084, 146. 03 451, 753. 97
030 General tenp. assistance 2/ - 49, 689. 89 (49, 689. 89)
040 Consultants _ . 505, 800. 00 502, 252. 33 3, 547. 67
050 Overtine & night differential 10, 200. 00 360. 55 9, 839. 45
100 Common staff costs 489, 500. 00 379, 405. 50 110, 094. 50
113 Reﬁresentatlon al | owance 1, 200. 00 900. 00 300. 00
242 Ot her official travel of
staf f 282, 900. 00 280, 011. 97 2,888.03
434 Rental and maintenance of
dat a processing equi pment 10, 400. 00 8, 731. 86 1, 668. 14
440 Conmmuni cations 77, 800.00 75, 562. 26 2,237.74
451 Oficial functions 6, 600. 00 182. 22 6,417.78
490 M scel | aneous services 18, 400. 00 3,097.75 15, 302. 25
500 Supplies and materials 16, 600. 00 4, 890. 20 11, 709. 80
610 O fice furniture and
equi pnent 9, 300. 00 9, 205. 92 94. 08
TOTAL 2,964, 600. 00 2,398, 436. 48 566, 163. 52

1/ Based on the United Nation's Allotnment Report as at 30 June 1997

2/ I ncludes sonme salary charges related to previous biennium
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ANNEX |1
TOTAL EXPENDI TURES | NCURRED BY OBJECT OF EXPENDI TURE
(US DOLLARS) *
Bl ENNI UM 1996- 1997
(as at 30 June 1997)
Tabl e 1. TRUST FUND FOR SUPPORTI NG THE NEGOTI ATI NG PROCESS

Obj ect code Description Expendi ture
030 General tenporary assistance 922,104. 71
040 Consul tants' fees and travel 474, 063. 51
060 Ad hoc expert groups 1,917.84
080 Personal service contracts . 71,601. 00
210 Travel of participants and representatives 662, 189. 48
242 QO her official travel of staf . 565, 364. 00
330 External translation/interpretation contract 54,763. 81
350 Ext er nal Prlntlng and bi ndi ng 91, 150. 60
360 Public information production costs 25, 305. 00
391 Advertising and pronotion 15, 546. 69
400 CGeneral operating exPenses 81, 061. 54
500 Supplies and materials 10, 526. 63
830 G ants and contributions 1,211, 005 63

Sub-total expenditures 4,186,600 44

13% UN programme support costs 544, 258. 05

Total expenditures 4,730, 858. 49

bj ect code

Tabl e 2. SPECI AL VOLUNTARY FUND

_—_—_—_ ]

Descri ption

Expendi ture

210

Travel of participants and representatives
13% UN progranmme support costs

Total expenditures

1, 443, 995.70
187, 719 44
1,631, 715.14

* Based on the United Nations' Allotnment Report as at 30 June 1997
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ANNEX |11
CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE TRUST FUND FOR SUPPORTI NG THE NEGOTI ATI NG PROCESS
AS AT 30 JUNE 1997
(US DOLLARS)
Donor country/ 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Tot al
Or gani sati on
Ant i gua/ Bar buda - - - 1, 250 - 1, 250
Austri a - - - 15, 000 - 15, 000
Australia 34, 915 86, 160 - 50, 000 - 171, 075
Bel gi um - - - 63, 619 - 63, 619
Canada 134, 982 134, 380 147, 620 152, 206 179, 315 748, 503
China P. R - - - 50, 000 50, 000 100, 000
Cyprus 1, 000 - - - - 1, 000
Dennar k - 200, 000 244, 410 453, 000 99, 982 997, 392
Fi nl and - 89, 522 - - - 89, 522
France 105, 542 15, 842 - - - 121, 384
Cer many - - - 192, 221 - 192, 221
G eece - 5, 000 - - - 5, 000
| srael - - 3,158 - - 3,158
Italy - - - 46, 919 161, 812 208, 731
Japan - 123, 300 505, 330 587, 185 - 1, 215, 815
Kenya - 5, 000 - - - 5, 000
Net her | ands 555, 139 - - 935, 211 126,279 1,616,629
Nor way 187,971 62,978 255, 200 254,562 - 760, 711
Spai n - - - 235, 393 382,671 618, 064
Sweden - 128, 287 134, 000 - 139, 982 402, 269
Swi t zerl and 125, 310 468, 884 535, 380 390, 132 125,000| 1,644,706
Tuni si a - 2,000 - - - 2,000
UsS A 200, 000 150, 000 - 15, 000 - 365, 000
| FAD - - 200, 000 200, 000 - 400, 000
| sl ami c Devl p. - - - 3, 000 - 3, 000
Bank
EC - - 64, 875 - - 64, 875
WVO - - 32,468 89, 655 - 122,123
UNEP 300, 000 50, 000 80, 000 - - 430, 000
TOTAL 1,644,859 | 1,521,353 | 2,202,441 | 3,734,353 | 1, 265, 041 | 10, 368, 047
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ANNEX |V

CONTRI BUTI ONS
TO THE SPECI AL VOLUNTARY FUND
RECEI VED AS AT 30 JUNE 1997

(US DOLLARS)

—_ e~
Donor country/ 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Tot al
Or gani sation

(I E— | —
Ant i gua/ Bar buda - - - 1, 250 - 1, 250
Australia - 65, 735 - 100, 000 - 165, 735
Austria - 10, 000 - 25, 000 - 35, 000
Beni n - 1, 000 - - - 1, 000
Canada 77,662 - 86, 095 - 70, 343 234,100
Denmar k 199, 985 - - 200, 000 100, 000 499, 985
France 103, 999 64, 540 - - - 168, 539
Cer many 185, 827 - 41,634 - - 227,461
G eece - 5, 000 - - - 5, 000
Irel and - 71, 500 16, 391 15, 962 15, 634 119, 487
ltaly 90, 744 - - 46, 919 - 137, 663
Japan - 300, 000 200, 000 300, 000 - 800, 000
Kor ea - 50, 000 - - - 50, 000
Mal aysi a - - 10, 000 - - 10, 000
Net her | ands - - - 100, 000 - 100, 000
Nor way 199, 985 226, 359 200, 000 254,562 - 880, 906
Pananma - - 500 - - 500
Por t ugal - 15, 000 - - - 15, 000
Spai n 42,024 19, 985 26, 479 - - 88, 488
Sweden 262, 280 - 150, 128 - - 412, 408
Swit zerl and 66, 013 - 70, 000 - - 136, 013
United Ki ngdom 111, 727 - - - - 111, 727
U S A 50, 000 - - - - 50, 000
E. C - - 64, 875 - 57, 250 122,125
TOTAL 1, 390, 246 829, 119 866, 102 | 1, 043, 693 243,227 | 4,372, 387
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Donor country/ Organi zation

Trust Fund for Supporting
the Negotiating Process

Speci al Vol untary Fund

Canada CDN$ 285, 500 CDN$ 5, 000
Dennar k US$ 360, 000 US$ 150, 000
Denmark (for 1998) US$ 125, 000

France FF 40, 000 -

Ger many - DM 300, 000
Italy Liras 500 mllion -

Japan US$ 676, 100 US$ 200, 000
Nor way NOK 385, 000 NOK 1, 400, 000
Switzerl and Us$ 210, 058 + CHF 50, 00(

U S A US$ 80, 000

E. C ECU 50, 000
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ANNEX VI

UNCCD SECRETARI AT STAFFI NG SI TUATI ON AS OF 30 JUNE 1997

Sour ce of funding
Ext rabudget ary fundi ng Tot al
O ficel/functional title Cat egory/ nunber
| evel Regul ar budget Trust Fund JPO Secondnent Suppor t of staff
account
Executive Direction & Managenent
A Pr of essi onal & above:
Executive Secretary D-2 1 - - - - 1
Deputy Executive Secretary D1 1 - - - - 1
Sub-total A 2 - - - - 2
B. Ceneral Service:
Secretary GS 1 - - - - 1
d er k/ Messenger GS 1* - - - 1* 1
Regi stry/ Filing Assistant GS - - - - 1 1
Sub-total B: 2 - - - 1 3
Unit total A + B: 4 - - - 1 5
Substantive Support to INCD & Legal
Advi ce Unit
A Pr of essi onal & above:
Legal Adviser & Coordi nator P-5 - (Canada) 1 - - - 1
Seni or Scientific Adviser P-5 - - - (Wwo 1 - 1
Legal O ficer _ P-3 - (Sweden) 1 - - - 1
Asst. Liaison Oficer/Rone L-2 - - (ltaly) 1 - - 1
Sub-total A - 2 1 1 - 4
B. Ceneral Service:
Secretary GS - 1 - - - 1
Unit total A + B: - 3 1 1 - 5
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Sour ce of funding

Ext rabudget ary fundi ng Tot al
Oficel/functional title Cat egory/ nunber
| evel Regul ar budget Trust Fund JPO Secondnent Suppor t of staff
account
Action Facilitation Unit
Africa
A Pr of essi onal & above:
Coor di nat or P-5 - (Switzerland) 1 - - - 1
Programme O ficer P-4 1 *x - - - 2
Associ ate Programme O ficer p-2 - 1 - - - 1
Sub-total A: 1 3 - - - 4
B. Ceneral Service:
Secretary GS - (WO 1 - - - 1
Asi a
A Pr of essi onal & above:
Coor di nat or P-5 1 - - - - 1
Programme Officer P-3 - (Japan) ** 1 - - - 1
Programme O ficer P-3 - (China)*** 1 - - - 1
Sub-total A: 1 2 - - - 3
B. CGeneral Service
Secretary GS - - - - 1 1
Latin Anerica & the Caribbean
A Prof essi onal & above:
Coor di nat or P-5 - 1 -
Associ ate Expert L-2 - - (Spain)** 1 ) : %
Sub-total A - 1 1 - - 2
B. Ceneral Service:
Secretary GS - 1 - - - 1
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Sour ce of funding
Ext rabudget ary fundi ng Tot al
Oficel/functional title Cat egory/ nunber
| evel Regul ar budget Trust Fund JPO Secondnent Suppor t of staff
account
Northern Mediterranean & Europe
A Prof essi onal & above:
Associ at e Expert L-2 - - - - 1
(Germany) **1
UNI T TOTAL As + Bs: 2 8 2 - 1 13
External Relations & Public
I nformation
A Pr of essi onal & above:
Coor di nat or P-3 1 - - - - 1
Associ at e Expert L-2 - - - - - -
Sub-total A 1 - - - - 1
B. CGeneral Service
NGO Li ai son Assi st ant GS 1 - - - - 1
Public Info/ Media Liaison GS 1 - - - - 1
Assistant )
Ref erence Unit O erk/ Typi st GS - 1 - - - 1
Sub-total B: 2 1 - - - 3
Unit total A + B: 3 1 - - - 4
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Sour ce of funding
Ext rabudget ary fundi ng Tot al
Oficel/functional title Cat egory/ nunber
| evel Regul ar budget Trust Fund JPO Secondnent Support of staff
account
Admi nistrative & Systems Support Unit
A Pr of essi onal & above:
Chief of Admnistration P-4 1 - - - - 1
I nformation Systens Support P-3 - 1 - - - 1
Oficer
Sub-total A 1 1 - - - 2
B. CGeneral Service:
Adm ni strative Assistant GS 2 - - - - 2
Admi nistrative Cerk GS - - - - 1 1
Comput er I nformation Systens GS - 1 - - - 1
Cerk
Sub-total B: 2 1 - - 1 4
Unit total A+ B 3 2 - - 1
Grand Total A Ps & above 6 9 3 1 - 19
Grand Total B GS 6 5 - - 3 14
GRAND TOTAL 12 14 3 1 3 33
* Regul ar budget post frozen for 9 nmonths due to financial crisis and staff menber financed by support account during pesd of freeze

** Expected to cone on board between July and December 1997
***  Funded partially by China and partially by unearmarked contributions
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ANNEX VI |
A TRUST FUND: 1998 COST PLAN

List of activities which the Secretariat m ght support

(Estinmated costs inclusive of 13% programre support costs)

ORGANI ZATI ON OF NATI ONAL AWARENESS SEM NARS AND OTHER PREPARATCRY ACTI VI TI ES
AT THE NATI ONAL LEVEL

Africa

1. Assistance, through the services of consultants, in the preparation of
Nati onal Action Programmres (NAPs) ($51, 900);

2. Substantive support to 10 National Fora where NAPs w |l be discussed
($62, 200);

3. Substantive and financial support to 10 Wrkshops/seninars to enabl e the
| aunchi ng of consultative processes on the Convention ($175, 200);

4. Institutional support to strengthen the capacities of nationa
coordi nati on bodies involved with the inplenmentation of the Convention
($316, 400) .

Asi a

1. Substantive and financial support to sone 10 National Awareness Sem nars
($167, 200);

2. Substantive and financial support to experinental projects/institutiona
support to strengthen the capacities of national coordination bodies
i nvol ved with the inplenentation of the Convention ($524, 300);

3. Transl ation of Convention docunents in Farsi, U du and Hindi ($17, 000).

Latin Anerica & the Caribbean

1
2.

Substantive and financial support to 5 National Awareness Wrkshops

($93, 200) ;
Assistance to countries in the region in the preparation of their
nati onal action programres. Consultants will be hired to prepare sone

8 docunents ($45, 200);

Institutional support to strengthen the capacities of 5 nationa
coordi nation bodies involved with the preparation of national action
programmes and to facilitate the inplenmentation of the Convention
($113, 000);

Assi stance in |aunching canpaigns in different countries in the region
toratify and i nplement the Convention ($45, 400).

SUBREG ONAL CONSULTATI ON PROCESSES

Africa

1. Devel opnent, through the services of consultants, of priority areas of
subregi onal action programes (SRAPs) ($90, 400);

2. Technical and financial assistance to devel op on-going pilot projects in
Maghreb and Sahel border areas ($134,500);

3. Support to enable the travel of sone 12 participants to neetings of the
Mul tidisciplinary Scientific and Technical Consultative Committee of
subr egi onal organizations ($113, 000);

4. Substantive and financial support to neetings on SRAP inplenmentation
($361, 600);

5. Support for the establishnent of desertification information systens in

subregi onal organi zations ($90, 400).



| CCDY COP(1)/ 4
Page 25

Asi a

1. Assistance, through the services of a consultant, in project formulation
follow ng up the Subregional Consultation for Western Asia ($11, 300);

2. Substantive and financi al support to the Subregional Expert G oup for the
Commonweal th of | ndependent States (CI'S) countries ($22,600).

Latin Anerica & the Caribbean
1. Substantive and financial support to workshops on the subregi onal action

in the Chaco region (Bolivia, Paraguay, Brazil and Argentina), in the
Cari bbean and in Central Anmerica ($242,400).

REG ONAL AND | NTER- REG ONAL CONSULTATI ON PROCESSES

Africa

1. Support, through the services of a consultant, of the formul ati on of the
Regi onal Action Programe (RAP) for Africa ($27,100);

2. Substantive support to 4 neetings discussing the RAP for Africa
($25, 000);

3. Substantive and financial support to a Forumon the RAP ($247, 400);

4. Institutional support to the African Regional Coordination Unit on the
CCD ($169, 500);

5. Substantive support to the Africal/lLatin America Forumon the Convention
($21, 400);

6. Substantive support to the Africal/Asia Forumon the Convention ($21, 400).

Asi a

Facilitation of the organization of an expert group and the el aboration
of an inter-regional action plan for the CI'S area ($79, 100);

Drafting of substantive docunents for the thematic areas of the RAP for
Asia ($33,900);

A consultancy study on the global inmpact of desertification on Asian
societies ($42,400);

Subst antive support to the Regional Expert G oup Meeting on the RAP for
Asia ($299, 500);

Subst antive support to an Asi an National Focal Points Meeting ($83,600);
Printing of the Study on the Inpact of Desertification in Asia and
themati ¢ docunents produced under the RAP process ($33,900).

oo A~ w0 b ok

Latin Anerica & the Caribbean

1. Substantive and financial support to the Fourth Annual Regi onal Meeting
on the Convention ($175, 200);

Substantive and financial support to the 5-day Regional Synposium on
Dr ought ($139, 100);

Substantive support in the establishment in Mxico of a Regiona
Coordi nation Unit on the CCD ($152, 600);

Substantive and financial support to the Inter-Agency Meeting to
Coordi nate Actions on the CCD (3 days in Mexico) ($83,100).

owN

Nort hern Medit erranean

1. Participation in nmeetings related to the Northern Mediterranean and in
other task forces, inter-agency neetings and expert groups (%$45, 200).

PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON

Publications and infornmation-related activities

1. Continue publication of the CCD Quarterly Newsletter ($20,400);
2. Reports / framework papers on Convention-related activities in various
regi ons ($7,900);
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3. Production of CCD Kit conprising Convention booklet, 10 fact sheets,
expl anatory |l eafl et and folder ($113, 000);
4, Update of CCD sinplified guide entitled "Down to Earth" ($118, 700);
5. Press releases during sessions of the Conference of the Parties and on
the occasion of the Wrld Day to Conbat Desertification) ($13, 600);
6. Strengthening of the information dissenmination capabilities of the

secretariat, including the Secretariat Wrld Wde Wb site, an

interactive CD-Romand printed material ($74,600);

Est abl i shment of a specialized reference unit on the Convention to house

of ficial CCD docunents and rel evant reports and publications ($118, 700);

8. Production of a video report (15-28 ninutes) on a topic related to
desertification ($56,500).

~

B. Pronoti on and adverti sing

1. Printing of posters and flyers on a thenme such as desertification and
poverty, desertification and vyouth, or desertification and wonen
($18, 100);

2. Production of caps, pens, and pencils to be used at various neetings in
particular on World Day to Conbat Desertification ($17,000);

3. Production and distribution of a song on desertification on conpact disc
($22, 600) .

C. Speci al events

1. Sponsorship of a round-table di scussion on the occasion of Wrld Day to
Conbat Desertification as well as a drawi ng/witing conpetition for youth
or asimlar activity ($175, 200);

2. A picture exhibit on a desertification thene ($22,600).

V. I N\VOLVEMENT OF CRASS-ROOTS ORGANI ZATIONS IN THE | MPLEMENTATION OF THE
CONVENTI ON

A National level NGO activities

1. Response to NGO requests for assistance to enhance their national |eve
institutional capacity to contribute to NAPs incl udi ng coordi nating their
own i nput ($282,500);

2. Support to NGOs in connection with raising awareness on the occasi on of
World Day to Conbat Desertification ($22,600).

B. Subregional |evel NGO activities

1. Facilitation of the exchange of NGO experiences and information by
supporting and participating in sone 5 subregional |evel NG Government
fora ($137, 100).

C. Regional , inter-regional and global |evel NGO activities

Facilitation of:

1. Exchange of NGO experiences and i nformati on on a regional |level in four
NGO Gover nrent fora ($220, 400);

2. Participation of NGO in global neetings such as the Conference of the
Parties and its subsidiary bodies, including preparatory work required
($180, 800);

3. Two workshops on the pronotion of north/south and south/south NGO
partnershi ps ($144, 100);

4. Five NGO wor kshops and docunentation on i ssues rel ated to the Conventi on
CST-1 ocal area devel oprent; | ocal technology and d obal Mechanism -
national desertification funds ($77,700);

5. NGO studies and reports on the participatory approach, consultative
nmechani sns, enhancing the role of wonmen, comunity awareness raising
materials, community science and 1|ocal technol ogy ($56,500);
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VI . SUBSTANTI VE SUPPCRT TO THE CCP AND | TS SUBSI DI ARY BODI ES

Dependi ng on t he gui dance of the COP, facilitati on of Ad Hoc Panel s or other
neeti ngs on networking of institutions, on benchrmarks and i ndi cators and on
research priorities, including neetings with a background paper to be
witten-up by a consultant and participants travel ($271, 200).

VI, SECRETARI AT OPERATI ONS RELATED TO THE ABOVE ACTI VI TI ES

A Per sonnel -rel ated costs coveri ng:

1. Salaries and related costs: twelve nonths for 14 staff menbers (three
P-5s, one P-4, four P-3s, one P-2 and five general service (GS) staff and
six months of GS tenporary assistance for peak workload periods
($1, 444, 100);

2. Tenporary assistance for meetings required during sessions of the COP
including overtine of conference-servicing and Secretariat staff
($52, 000) .

B. Consul t anci es and personal service contracts for studies and activities not
covered above which the Secretariat nay be called upon to undertake
($95, 000) .

C. O her official travel of staff not provided for el sewhere in this docunent,
including inrelation to the future site and establishment of the Permanent
Secretariat ($169, 500).

D. Gener al operating expenses for supplies, rental and nai nt enance of furniture
and equi pnent, including data processing equi pnent and office autonmation
equi pnent ($72, 000) .

E. Conmmuni cati on costs including postage, |ong distance calls, faxes, cables,
and internet |ease ($98, 300).

F. Hospitality costs for official functions during neetings of the Conference
of the Parties and its Subsidiary Bodies and during consultations wth
Governnents ($11, 300).

G Repl acenent, and acquisition for new staff nenbers, of furniture and
equi prent i ncluding data processing and office automation equi pnment and
sof tware ($91, 500).

B. SPECI AL VOLUNTARY FUND: 1998 CCST PLAN

Based on current experience, it is projected that the travel of sone 110
participants to the Second Conference of the Parties will be financed fromthe
Speci al Voluntary Fund at an estimated cost of US$ 621,500, inclusive of 13%
programe support costs.



