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CHAPTER | I'I

DI SSEM NATI ON OF | NFORVATI ON ON DECOLONI ZATI ON

A. Consideration by the Special Comittee

1. At its 1466th neeting, on 16 January 1997, by adopting the suggestions
relating to the organization of its work put forward by the Chairman

(A AC. 109/ L. 1856), the Special Committee decided, inter alia, to integrate its
Subcommittee on Small Territories, Petitions, Information and Assistance into
the Special Conmittee. The Special Conmittee further decided to consider the
question of the dissem nation of information on decolonization in plenary
nmeeti ngs.

2. The Special Conmttee considered the question at its 1469th, 1470th and
1481st neetings, on 30 May and 6 and 20 June 1997.

3. In its consideration of the question, the Special Committee took into
account the provisions of the relevant General Assenbly resol utions, including,
in particular, resolution 51/147 of 13 Decenber 1996 on the dissem nation of

i nformation on decol oni zation, and resolution 51/146 of the same date on the

i mpl ement ation of the Declaration on the Granting of |ndependence to Col oni al
Countries and Peopl es.

4. The Special Conmttee held consultations with the representative of the
Departnent of Political Affairs of the Secretariat at its 1469th neeting and
with the representative of the Departnent of Public Information of the
Secretariat at its 1469th and 1470th neeti ngs.

5. At the 1470th meeting, the Chairman of the Special Committee drew attention
to a draft resolution prepared by the Chairman, contained in docunent
A/ AC. 109/ L. 1857.

6. At the sane neeting, follow ng statenents by the representatives of the

I slami ¢ Republic of Iran, Antigua and Barbuda and Cote d'Ivoire, as well as by
the Chairman, the Special Conmittee adopted draft resolution A/ AC 109/L. 1857, as
orally revised, without a vote (A/ AC 109/2091).

7. On 7 July, the text of the resolution (A AC 109/2091) was transnmitted to
all States.

Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of All Colonial Territories Fighting for
Freedom | ndependence and Hunan Ri ghts

8. The Special Conmittee observed the Wek of Solidarity with the Peopl es of
Al Colonial Territories Fighting for Freedom | ndependence and Human Ri ghts
during its Caribbean Regional Semnar held at St. John's, Antigua and Barbuda,
from?21 to 23 May 1997. The report of the sem nar (A/ AC. 109/2089), which the
Special Committee took note of at its 1481st neeting, contains the text of
statenments made by the Chairman of the Special Conmittee on the occasion of the
Week of Solidarity on 23 May 1997, as well as statements by the representatives
of Antigua and Barbuda, Portugal, Indonesia, the Wrld Health O ganization and
t he Cari bbean Comunity Secretariat. Statenents were also nade by the
representati ves of Montserrat and the Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity

Organi zati on.



B. Decision of the Special Conmittee

9. The text of the resolution (A AC. 109/2091) adopted by the Special Committee
at its 1470th neeting, on 6 June 1997, appears in section C below in the form of
a recomendati on of the Special Committee to the General Assenbly.

C. Recommendation of the Special Conmittee

10. In accordance with the decision taken at its 1470th neeting, the Specia
Conmittee recomends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the follow ng draft
resol uti on:

Di ssemi nation of informati on on decol oni zati on

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng exani ned the chapter of the report of the Special Committee on the
Situation with regard to the Inplenmentation of the Declaration on the Granting
of | ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peoples relating to the dissem nation
of information on decol onization and publicity for the work of the United
Nations in the field of decol onization,!?

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960, containing the
Decl arati on on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
and ot her resol utions and decisions of the United Nations concerning the
di ssem nation of information on decolonization, in particular General Assenbly
resol ution 51/147 of 13 Decenber 1996,

Recogni zi ng the need for flexible, practical and innovative approaches
towards review ng the options of self-determ nation for the peopl es of
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories with a view to achi eving conpl ete decol oni zati on
by the year 2000,

Reiterating the inportance of dissemnation of information as an instrunent
for furthering the ainms of the Declaration, and m ndful of the role of world
public opinion in effectively assisting the peopl es of Non-Self-CGoverning
Territories to achieve self-determ nation

Recogni zing the role played by the adm nistering Powers in transmtting
information to the Secretary-General in accordance with the terns of
Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations,

Aware of the role of non-governnmental organizations in the dissem nation of
i nformation on decol oni zati on

1. Takes note of the chapter of the report of the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peoples relating to the
di ssem nati on of information on decol onization and publicity for the work of the
United Nations in the field of decol onization

2. Considers it inportant to continue its efforts to ensure the w dest
possi bl e di ssem nati on of information on decol oni zation, with particul ar
enphasis on the options of self-determ nation avail able for the peoples of
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories;




3. Requests the Department of Political Affairs and the Departnent of
Public Information of the Secretariat to take into account the suggestions of
the Special Conmttee to continue their efforts to take nmeasures through all the
medi a avail abl e, including publications, radio and television, as well as the
Internet, to give publicity to the work of the United Nations in the field of
decol oni zation and, inter alia:

(a) To continue to collect, prepare and dissemnate, particularly to the
Territories, basic material on the issue of self-determ nation of the peoples of
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories;

(b) To seek the full cooperation of the adm nistering Powers in the
di scharge of the tasks referred to above;

(c) To maintain a working relationship with the appropriate regional and
i ntergovernnental organizations, particularly in the Pacific and Cari bbean
regi ons, by hol ding periodic consultations and exchangi ng i nformati on;

(d) To encourage the involvement of non-governnental organizations in the
di ssem nation of information on decol onization

(e) To report to the Special Commttee on neasures taken in the
i mpl ement ati on of the present resolution

4. Requests all States, including the adm nistering Powers, to continue
to extend their cooperation in the dissemnation of information referred to in
par agr aph 2 above;

5. Requests the Special Conmittee to follow the inplenentation of the
present resolution and to report thereon to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-third session.

! The present chapter



CHAPTER | V

QUESTI ON OF SENDI NG VI SI TING M SSI ONS TO TERRI TORI ES

A. Consideration by the Special Comittee

1. At its 1466th neeting, on 16 January 1997, by adopting the suggestions
relating to the organization of its work put forward by the Chairman

(A AC. 109/ L. 1856), the Special Comrittee decided to take up the question of
sending visiting mssions to Territories as appropriate. The Special Conmittee
further decided that the item should be considered in its plenary neetings and,
as appropriate, in connection with its exam nation of specific Territories.

2. The Special Conmttee considered the question at its 1469th and 1472nd
nmeetings, on 30 May and 12 June 1997.

3. In its consideration of the question, the Special Committee took into
account the provisions of the relevant General Assenbly resol utions, including,
in particular, the pertinent provisions of resolution 51/146 of 13 Decenber 1996
on the inplementation of the Declaration on the Granting of |ndependence to

Col oni al Countries and Peopl es, resolution 51/145 of the sanme date relating to
Tokel au and resol ution 51/224 of 27 March 1997 relating to specific Territories.
The Special Conmttee al so considered Assenbly resol ution 45/33 of

20 Novenber 1990 relating to the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration

4. During its consideration of the question, the Special Conmmttee had before
it the report of the Chairman (A/ AC. 109/L.1859) on his consultations with
representatives of the adm nistering Powers, undertaken in accordance with
paragraph 4 of the resolution adopted by the Committee at its 1461st neeting, on
24 July 1996.°

5. At the 1472nd meeting, on 12 June 1997, the Chairman introduced his report
(A AC. 109/L.1859), as well as a draft resolution prepared by the Chairman,
contai ned in docunment A/ AC. 109/L. 1860.

6. At the same neeting, the Special Committee adopted draft resolution
A/ AC. 109/ L. 1860 wi thout a vote (A/AC 109/2095) (see para. 10).

7. On 25 June, the text of the resolution (A AC 109/2095) was transnmtted to
the representatives of the administering Powers concerned for the attention of
their respective Governnents.

8. In addition to the consideration of this question, the Special Comittee
consi dered the specific Territories referred to it, taking into account the

rel evant provisions of the General Assenbly resolutions nmentioned in

paragraph 3, as well as previous decisions of the Special Commttee relating to
t he questi on.

9. By adopting at its 1481st neeting, on 20 June 1997, a consolidated
resolution on 12 small Non-Sel f-Governing Territories (A AC. 109/2097), the
Speci al Comm ttee endorsed a nunber of conclusions and recomendati ons
concerning the sending of visiting mssions to Territories, as reflected in
chapter X of the present report (A/52/23 (Part VI)), relating to American Sanva,
Angui |l a, Bernuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman |sl ands, Guam
Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, Tokelau, the Turks and Caicos |slands and the
United States Virgin |Islands.



B. Decision of the Special Conmittee

10. The text of the resolution (A AC 109/2095) adopted by the Special Conmittee
at its 1472nd neeting is reproduced bel ow

The Special Conmm ttee,

Havi ng consi dered the question of sending visiting missions to Territories,

Havi ng exami ned the report of the Chairnman on the question,?

Recalling the rel evant resolutions and decisions of the General Assenbly
and the Special Committee requesting the adm nistering Powers to cooperate fully
with the United Nations by receiving visiting mssions in the Territories under
their adm nistration,

M ndful that United Nations visiting m ssions provide an effective nmeans of
assessing the situation in those Territories and of ascertaining the w shes and
aspirations of the peoples thereof regarding their future status,

Consci ous that United Nations visiting mssions enhance the capacity of the
United Nations to assist the peoples of Non-Self-CGoverning Territories in
attaining the objectives set forth in the Declaration on the Ganting of
I ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assenbly
resol ution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960, and in other relevant resolutions of
t he Assenbly,

Noting with appreciation the continuing exenplary cooperation of New
Zeal and, as an adninistering Power, in the work of the Special Conmittee, and
that, at the invitation of the Government of New Zeal and, a visiting m ssion was
di spatched to Tokelau in July 1994, 3

Recalling the dispatch in 1979 of a United Nations visiting mssion to the
Territory of Guam noting the recommendati on of the 1996 Pacific Regi ona
Sem nar that a visiting mission be sent to Guam and taking note of
resol ution No. 464 (LS), adopted by the twenty-third Guam | egi sl ature on
19 July 1996, in which it requested the dispatch of a United Nations visiting
m ssion to that Territory,

Wl com ng the conmencenent of informal dial ogue between the Specia
Committee and sone adm ni stering Powers,

1. Stresses the need to dispatch periodic visiting mssions to
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories in order to facilitate the full, speedy and
effective inplenentation of the Declaration on the Granting of |ndependence to
Col oni al Countries and Peoples with respect to those Territories;

2. Calls upon the adm nistering Powers to cooperate or continue to
cooperate with the United Nations by receiving United Nations visiting mssions
in the Territories under their admnistration

3. Requests the adm nistering Powers to consider new approaches in the
work of the Special Committee, and calls upon themto cooperate with the Specia
Conmittee in its efforts;



4. Requests its Chairman to continue consultations with the adm ni stering
Power s concerned on the inplenentati on of paragraph 2 of the present resol ution
and to report thereon to the Special Conmittee as appropriate;

5. Al so requests its Chairman to enter into consultations with the
adm ni stering Power of Guamwith a viewto facilitating the dispatch of a United
Nations visiting mssion to that Territory.

Not es

! See A/51/23 (Part 11), chap. IV, para. 18. The conplete report of the
Special Committee will be issued as Oficial Records of the General Assenbly,
Fifty-first Session, Supplenment No. 23 (A/51/23).

2 A AC. 109/ L. 1859.

3 A/ AC. 109/ 2009.



