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Programme budget inplications of the draft resolution
contained in docunent E/1997/L. 49

Est abl i shnent of an ad hoc open- ended
| nt ergovernnental Forum on Forests

Statenment subnitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with rule 31
of the rules of procedure of the Econom c and Social Counci

1. Under the terns of operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution, the
Econom ¢ and Social Council would decide to establish under the aegis of the
Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnment an ad hoc open-ended | ntergovernnenta
Forum on Forests.

2. In accordance with paragraphs 2 and 3, the Council would decide that the
Forum shoul d hold its first (organizational) session in New York from1 to

3 Cctober 1997 as well as three substantive sessions and should submt its
report to the Commi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opment at its eighth session

in 2000.

3. Under the terns of operative paragraph 4, the Council would recomend
that the Forum should schedule its work programme and deci de on the nodalities

of its work, including the election and designation of officers as well as the
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duration of its substantive sessions, which could be up to two weeks each, and
recogni zing the wi de range of issues to be addressed, would decide that the
Forum may consider dividing its work between in-session working groups, on the
under standi ng that no nore than two working groups would neet simultaneously.
4, By operative paragraph 5, the Council would decide that the Forum shoul d
be serviced by a small secretariat within the secretariat of the Comr ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment, supported by voluntary extrabudgetary contributions
from Governments and international organizations, that the operation of the
Forum woul d require funding to support activities as well as neetings and
participation by representatives of devel oping countries and maj or groups from
devel opi ng countries, and that the participation of major groups should be in
accordance with the rules of procedure of the Comm ssion. |In this regard, the
foll owi ng sources of funding should be considered: (a) voluntary
extrabudgetary contributions from Governnments and i nternational organizations
to support the work of the Forum (b) secondnents frominternationa

organi zations; and (c) in-kind contributions fromcountries and internationa
organi zations, including hosting of neetings.

5. The first (organi zational) session of the Intergovernnental Forum on
Forests would be held in New York from1l to 3 Cctober 1997, with
interpretation in the six official |anguages for two neetings a day.

6. The Forumis expected to hold its three substantive sessions, one each
in 1998, 1999 and 2000, for a period of up to two weeks each. Full conference
services in all six official |anguages would be required for two sinmultaneous
neetings in the norning and afternoon, for a total of four meetings per day

or 40 neetings for each substantive session

7. The substantive servicing of the Forum would be provided by a smal
secretariat within the Departnent of Econom c and Social Affairs, to be
financed from extrabudgetary resources.

8. In accordance with established practice, the venue of all the sessions
of the Intergovernnental Forum on Forests woul d be New York

9. On the basis of the above assunptions, the requirenments under the
regul ar budget for 1997 and the biennium 1998-1999 related to the

establ i shnent of the Forumare estinated, on a full cost basis, as follows:
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1997 1998- 1999
US$ USss
Travel of the 53 nenbers of Commi ssion
on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent to the
Forum (first (organi zational) session
in 1997 and one substantive session
each in 1998 and 1999) 132 500 277 000
Conf erence-servi cing requirenents
l. First (organizational) session
(three days in 1997). New York
US$
Meeting services
(ALCEFRS) 6 neetings 39 200
Pre-sessi on docunentation
(A/CEFRS) 15 pages, 1 docunent 13 200
| n-session docunentation
(A/CEFRS) 5 pages, 1 document 4 600
Post - sessi on docunent ati on
(A/CEFRS) 15 pages, 1 docunent 13 300
O her requirenents 3 400
Total | 73 800
1998 1999
US$ US$
1. Subst antive sessions
(two weeks each in 1998
and 1999 in New York)
Meeting services
(A/CEFRS) 40 neetings 260 200 262 400
Pre-sessi on docunentation
(A/CEFRS) 16 pages, 5 docunents 15 300 15 400
| n-session docunentation
(A/CEFRYS) 4 pages, 5 docunents 4 300 4 400
Post - sessi on docunent ati on
(A,CEFRS) 30 pages, 1 docunent 26 600 27 300
O her requirenents 22 800 23 500

Total 11 329 200 333 000
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10. Shoul d the Econom ¢ and Social Council adopt the draft resolution
contai ned in docunent E/1997/L.49, the costs related to the attendance of
the Comm ssion's nenbers to the Forumls sessions in 1997 ($132,500) are
expected to be absorbed within existing resources under section 7 A of the
approved progranmme budget for the biennium 1996-1997. The costs for the

bi enni um 1998-1999 (US$ 277, 000) represent the additional requirenments under
section 7 of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1998-1999. These
requi renments woul d be reported to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
session and dealt with in accordance with the procedure for the use and
operation of the contingency fund established by the General Assenbly in its
resol utions 41/213 and 42/211

11. The substantive and conference-servicing costs for the year 2000 woul d
be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programe
budget for the biennium 2000-2001

12. As regards the organi zational session from1l to 3 Cctober 1997 in

New York, it is to be noted that in practice and as a general rule, conference
facilities are strictly limted for the use of the neetings of the

CGeneral Assenbly and its Main Conmittees during its regular annual session
from m d- Septenber until its adjournment in Decenber. However, it would be
possi bl e to accommpdate, within existing resources, the three-day neeting on
the dates indicated, which fall during the general debate segment of the
regul ar session when sone limted conference-servicing resources are expected
to be avail abl e.

13. The requirements for the neetings schedul ed during the

bi enni um 1998-1999 are estimated on a full costs basis at US$ 662, 200.

It should be noted in this regard that estinmates for conference costs are
based on the theoretical assunption that no part of the conference-servicing
requi rements would be nmet fromw thin the permanent conference-servicing
capacity included under section 27 E (Conference services) of the proposed
programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999. The extent to which the

Organi zation's permanent conference-servicing capacity woul d need to be
suppl enented by tenporary assi stance resources can be determned only in the
Iight of the cal endar of conferences and neetings for 1998-1999. Provisions
have, however, been made under section 27 E of the proposed programe budget

for the biennium 1998-1999 not only for neetings programmed at the tinme of
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budget preparations but also for neetings which nmight be authorized
subsequent |y, provided that the nunmber and distribution of meetings and
conferences are consistent with the pattern of neetings of past years.

Conti ngency fund

14. It will be recalled that under the procedure established by the
CGeneral Assenbly in its resolutions 41/213 of 19 Decenber 1986 and 42/211 of
21 Decenber 1987, a contingency fund is established for each bienniumto
accomopdat e additi onal expenditures derived fromlegislative nandates not
provided for in the proposed programme budget. Under this procedure, if
addi ti onal expenditures are proposed that exceed the resources avail able from
t he contingency fund, the activities concerned can be inplenented only through
redepl oyment of resources fromlowpriority areas or nodifications of existing
activities. Oherw se, such additional activities will have to be deferred to
a later biennium A consolidated statenment of all progranme budget
implications and revised estimtes will be submitted to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session.
15. No activities could be identified, at this stage, for term nation
deferral, curtailnment or nodification under section 7 (Policy coordination
and sust ai nabl e devel opnment) of the proposed progranme budget for the
bi enni um 1998-1999 in order to accommpdate the additional requirenents of
US$ 277,000 referred to in paragraph 10 above.

Sunmmary
16. Shoul d t he Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decide to adopt draft
resol ution E/ 1997/L.49, additional requirenents of US$ 277,000 woul d be
requi red over and above the resources proposed under section 7 (Policy
coordi nati on and sustai nabl e devel opnent) of the proposed programre budget for
t he bi enni um 1998-1999



