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| MPLEMENTATI ON OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTI ON 50/ 227
Draft decision submtted by the Vice-President of the

Council, M. Anwarul Karim Chowdhury (Bangl adesh),
as a result of informal consultations

Revi ew of subsidiary bodies of the Econonic and Social Counci

The Econom ¢ and Soci al Council,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 50/227 of 24 May 1996, in which
the Assenbly, inter alia, decided that the Council should undertake a review
of the mandates, conposition, functions and working methods of its functiona
commi ssi ons and expert bodies and should, as a matter of priority, consider
the role, working nmethods and rel ationship with other bodies of the Conm ssion
on Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opnent, the Conmittee for Devel opnent
Pl anni ng, the Committee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy
for Devel opnent and the Conmittee on Natural Resources,

Recalling its resolution 1996/41 of 26 July 1996 on the followup to
General Assenbly resolution 50/ 227

Taking into account the work done during its substantive session

of 1997, including preparatory consultations in New York and views and
positions expressed by Menber States as well as inputs provided by the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council secretariat and the substantive secretariats

servicing the bodies under priority consideration
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1. Decides to continue, at its resuned substantive session
of 1997, consideration of its review in accordance with General Assenbly
resol ution 50/ 227, annex |, paragraphs 70 and 71, and Counci
resol ution 1996/41

2. Takes note of the sunmmary of the revi ew exercise as undertaken

at its substantive session of 1997, submitted by the Vice-President of the

Council, which is contained in the annex to the present resolution
3. Requests the President of the Council to transmit the summary

also to the Presidents of the Ceneral Assenmbly at its fifty-first and
fifty-second sessions, for consideration under relevant itens of the agenda
of the Assenbly.
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Annex

SUMMARY BY THE VI CE- PRESI DENT OF THE ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L,
AMBASSADOR ANWARUL KARI M CHOWDHURY ( BANGLADESH), OF THE | NFORMAL
CONSULTATI ONS ON THE FOLLOM UP TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESCLUTI ON 50/ 227:
REVI EW OF THE COWM SSI ON ON SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT,
THE COWM TTEE FOR DEVELOPMENT PLANNI NG THE COVM TTEE ON NEW AND
RENEWABLE SOURCES OF ENERGY AND ON ENERGY FOR DEVELOPMENT AND THE
COW TTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES
In the preparations for the substantive session of 1997 of the Economc
and Social Council in New York and during the session itself in Ceneva,
several rounds of consultations were held, in pursuance of General Assenbly
resolution 50/227, relating to a review of the Comm ssion on Sci ence and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent, the Comm ttee for Devel opment Pl anning, the
Conmittee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy for Devel opnent
and the Commttee on Natural Resources as part of the Council's review of its
subsi di ary bodies. These consultations were assisted by the val uable
background informati on and i deas/suggesti ons provided at the request of the
Menber States by the chairpersons of the bodies under priority review the
secretariat of the Council and other relevant substantive secretariats. The
Group of 77 and China and the European Union also submtted witten coments
and proposals for consideration in the review exercise. On the basis of these
various inputs, an informal outline for discussion (dated 30 June 1997) was
presented by the Vice-President as mandated. During the substantive session
a conprehensive revi ew of the nandates, conposition and worki ng nmet hods of
each of the four bodies under review was carried out.
The present sunmary, prepared by the Vice-President, of the issues
addressed is intended to facilitate further consultations.
On process, the broad perception during the consultations was that:
. The intergovernnental process mandated by CGeneral Assenbly
resol uti on 50/ 227 should continue at the resuned substantive
session of 1997; it was al so argued, however, that the Council's
review woul d benefit fromfurther information, to be provided by
t he Secretary- General
. There was a need to coordinate the intergovernnmental process of

the review to ensure there was no duplication
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On the Conmi ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent, the nmain

areas of concern were as foll ows:

The role of the Conmission, its profile and its inpact;

I ntergovernnental oversight, its relationship with the Council and
the Trade and Devel opnent Board as well as other intergovernnental
bodi es, including the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent;
Coordination, inter alia, through its agenda and work programre;
The rel ati onshi p between the Conmmi ssion and its substantive
secretariat, and with organi zations of the United Nations system
The size, conposition and conpletion of menbership (vacancies,

regi onal bal ance and the like).

On the Committee for Devel opnent Planning, the main areas of concern

were as foll ows:

The role of the Conmittee in preparing for devel opment di scussions
in the Council, particularly during its high-level segnent, as
well as its role in the identification and analysis of new and
energing trends and issues in the area of devel opnent;

The nanme of the Conmittee: it could be changed to Conmittee for
Devel opnent Policies, as suggested by the Conmittee itself, or to
Committee for Devel opment |ssues;

The role of the Conmittee in reviewing the list of the |east

devel oped countries: whether this function could be carried out
by sone other United Nations body;

Clarification of the relationship between the Conmittee and the
Secretary-Ceneral's High-Level Advisory Board on Sustai nable

Devel opnent .

On the Committee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy

for Devel opment, the main areas of concern were as foll ows:

How to effectively deal, at an expert level, with the energy

i ssue, which is of particular inportance for the devel oping
countries;

The place of the Conmittee in the subsidiary machinery of the
Council: should it report to the Council directly or through the

Commi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent ;



E/ 1997/ L. 58
page 5

Arrangenents for dissenmi nation and use of the reports of the
Commi tt ee;

Li nkages with other United Nations bodies.

On the Conmittee on Natural Resources, the main areas of concern were as

foll ows:

The place of the Conmittee in the nmachinery of the Council and its
relationship with other bodies, particularly the Commi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opment and the Conmittee on New and Renewabl e
Sources of Energy and on Energy for Devel opnent;

Whet her issues of freshwater require separate consideration in the
Conmittee or can be discussed in the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent ;

How to address effectively the issue of nminerals and whether it is
feasible to conbine this function with the work on energy in the
Conmittee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy for
Devel opnent ;

Arrangenents for dissem nation and use of the reports of the

Commi ttee.
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Appendi x

Informal outline for discussion on the Conmmi ssion on Science and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent, the Committee for Devel opnent Pl anni ng,
the Comrittee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy
for Devel opnent and the Conmittee on Natural Resources

A. Commni ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent

. Retain the mandate established by the resolutions of the
CGeneral Assenbly and the Council. In this context, focus
particul ar attention on the issues of transfer of technol ogy and
capaci ty-buil di ng.

. Reduce the size of the Commission from53 nenbers to 24 nmenbers,
who will be experts nonm nated by Menber States.

. Continue to report directly to the Council

. | mprove coordinati on with other bodies, including the Conm ssion
on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent .

. | nprove the di ssem nation of information

B. Commttee for Devel opnent Pl anni ng

. The nane of the Conmittee is to be changed to Comrittee for
Devel opnment Policies/|ssues.

. The Committee should performas an independent advisory body to
the Council, providing inputs with regard to various issues/thenes
bei ng di scussed in the Council. [Its mandate on the | east
devel oped countries is to continue.

. Di ssemi nation of information is to be inproved.

. The Council| shoul d provide gui dance regardi ng the programre of
work of the Committee.

. The conposition of the Cormittee (24 nenbers) shoul d include
people froma variety of econom c and social disciplines of
rel evance to its think-tank role. Menbership should include those
who are able to provi de newer perspectives on issues under

consi der ati on.
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C. Commttee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy
and on Energy for Devel opnent

D. Committee on Natural Resources

These two Conmittees are to be nerged to formone Comrittee on

Nat ural Resources and Energy for Devel opnent.

The new Committee will have two panels, one dealing with energy
for devel opnent including new and renewabl e sources of energy, and
the other dealing nmainly with the water resources.

The Conmittee should act as an advisory expert body reporting to
the Council.

The new Committee will be conposed of 24 experts noni nated by
Menmber States: 12 nenbers with adequate and appropriate expertise
will serve on each panel

The panel s should focus on appropriate reconmendati ons for action
by the Counci l

The Committee will neet annually for one week in view of the

i nportance of the issues considered by the two panels.

Di ssem nation of information and coordi nation with other

United Nations bodies will be inproved.



