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Statement on the Islam c Republic of Iran

1. For years, state-sponsored terrorism has been one of the Iranian
reginme's nmain foreign policy instrunents of support for terrorist groups and
incitement to nmurder foreign nationals.

2. Foll owing a three-and-a-half year trial in Berlin, last April, Germany's
judiciary issued a verdict, on the basis of irrefutable evidence, affirmng
the role of the npst senior |eaders of the Iranian reginme in state terrorism
It identified the “political |eadership” of the regine, including Khanenei and
Raf sanj ani, as the nmasterm nds behind the assassination of Iranian dissidents
in Berlin.

3. Foll owi ng this unprecedented devel opnent, other cases of terrorism

i nvol ving the nullahs outside Iran, hitherto dormant, becane the focus of
attention. One such case was that of the assassination on 24 April 1990

i n Coppet of Professor Kazem Rajavi, the great advocate of human rights,
consi dered by Tehran as its nunmber one eneny in international human rights
foruns.

4, This case, despite extensive investigations and relentless efforts

by the Swiss investigative magi strate, Judge Roland Chatel ain, and the police
in the canton of Vaud, which had confirned the role in this nurder of

13 terrorists dispatched from Tehran, did not lead to the expected concl usion
nanely the conmencenment of a trial and the condemati on of the nmasterm nds and
perpetrators of this crine.

5. Commenting on the progress of his investigations, on 12 June 1997,

Judge Chatel ain expl ai ned that he was receiving very close cooperation from
the German investigators, enabling himto hear new witnesses. As a result, he
said, the conclusions on the terrorist group dispatched to Switzerland were
confirmed. For exanple, he had been able to obtain the real identity of

the 13 terrorists and the role of each of themin this nurder

6. On the sane day, Judge Chatelain told the French news agency that it
appeared that the order to murder Kazem Rajavi near Geneva, like that to
murder four other dissidents in Berlin, had been issued by a senior Iranian
government official. Wth respect to the Iinks between the murders in Coppet
and Berlin, he said that it was clear that the orders for those nurders were
i ssued by the sanme Iranian officials. He stressed that his sources were the
same as those who had hel ped officials in the German court. Judge Chatel ain
particularly focused on two of the main perpetrators. According to his

i nvestigation, Mhsen Sharif Esfahani and Ahmad Taheri were doubtl ess
officials with inmportant posts in the Governnent of Iran. They were senior
menbers of the Iranian intelligence services, he noted. The fake passports
used by the terrorists belonged to Tehran's intelligence services, although
Iran said it did not know these people, Judge Chatel ain said.

7. By welcoming the two terrorists in Decenber 1993, at the airport, Tehran
practically signed its own indictnment. The two had spent one year in French
jails and were to have been extradited to Switzerland upon the request of
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Judge Chatelain and official decree of the Governnment of France. But
pressured and bl acknail ed by Tehran, France contravened internationa
conventions on terrori smand handed over the two terrorists to Iran

8. The 13 agents involved in the nmurder travelled with passports from
official Iranian services marked “on assignment”. A nunber of their

papers had been issued on the sane day in Tehran. Mst of them had entered
Switzerland on a direct Tehran-Geneva Iran Air flight and their tickets had
consecutive nunbers.

9. The international nmedia referred to the telegramfromthe victinms
brother, M. Mssoud Rajavi, to Arnold Koller, the President of the
Swi ss Federation, on the norning after the nmurder. 1In his telegram

M. Rajavi, the President of the National Council of Resistance of Iran
identified two Iranian diplomats by the nanes of Mhammad Akhound- Zadeh Basti,
the former Iranian Chargé d' Affaires in the United Kingdom and

Mohammad Ali Hadi Naj af - Abadi, forner ambassador to the United Arab

Em rates, as having supervised and coordi nated the assassination

10. Fifty-seven years old at the tine of his martyrdom Kazem Rajavi was
recogni zed as lran's nost prom nent human rights advocate for his tirel ess
efforts in defence of human rights and the rights of political prisoners under
the Shah's reginme. After the revolution, he was Iran's first anbassador to

t he European Headquarters of the United Nations. Owing to his protests over
the violations of human rights in Iran, however, he lasted only one year in
that position.

11. Prof essor Rajavi was instrumental in the adoption of a stream of
condemmations of the mullahs' human rights violations by international forunmns,
especially the United Nations Ceneral Assenmbly and the Conm ssion on Human

Ri ghts. He aroused the nullahs' hatred and received death threats fromthe
Tehran officials at every international venue.

12. Last June, the nmajority of Swiss parlianmentarians issued a declaration
addressed to the President of the Swiss Confederation. Referring to the
direct role of the Iranian reginme in the assassination of Iranian dissidents,

i ncludi ng Professor Rajavi, they underscored the need to reopen and reactivate
the case of Kazem Rajavi's nurder. They enphasi zed that the Swi ss Federa
Council and judiciary nust undertake the necessary actions regarding the
Tehran reginme's refusal to extradite two of the killers who were unfortunately
returned to Iran by the Governnment of France.

13. In past years, the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities directly or indirectly referred to and condemed in
its resolutions the cowardly assassination of Professor Rajavi. In the light

of the new revelations in the case, the tinme has conme for the Sub-Conmi ssion
to take imredi ate decisions as regards this case and to conpel the Governnent
of Iran to cooperate with the Swiss judiciary and return those accused of

i nvol venment in Professor Rajavi's assassination to Switzerland to face
justice.



