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The Secretary-GCeneral has received the following witten statement
which is circulated in accordance with Economnmi c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[25 August 1997]

1. It has been over three and a half years since the General Assenbly in
Decenber 1994 proclained the 10-year period of 1995-2004 the United Nations
Decade for Human Ri ghts Education. However, despite the fact that the Decade
is defined as an instrunment to make efforts to build a universal culture of
human rights all over the world, it seens that such efforts have not yet been
sufficient.

2. The year 1998 is said to be the International Year of Human Rights as it
is the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts as
well as the tinme of the five-year inplenentation review of the Vienna

Decl arati on and Programe of Action adopted at the Wirld Conference on Human
Rights in 1993. Therefore, the International Mvenent Against Al Forns of

Di scrimnation and Raci sm (1 MADR) suggests that it beconme an occasion for the
i nternational conmmunity, including the United Nations itself, to reaffirmthe
goal s and the focuses set up by the Decade. 1In order to illustrate the kind
of efforts to be made to neet the goals of the Decade, | MADR would like to
describe relevant activities carried out in Japan
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3. In Japan, NGOs such as the | MADR-Japan Conmittee (JC), the Buraku

Li berati on League (BLL), the National Dowa Educators' Organi zation and the
Japan Teachers' Union have actively approached both national and | oca
governnments to establish a basis to pronmote the United Nations Decade for
Human Ri ghts Education. 1In Decenber 1995, as a result of such efforts, the
nati onal Governnment established a Centre for the Pronmotion of Human Ri ghts
Education, chaired by the Prinme Mnister with the involvenent of the

adm nistrative vice-mnisters from22 related national mnistries and
agencies. The Centre released a National Plan of Action on 4 July 1997. The
Plan calls for the pronotion of human rights education at all possible stages
such as school and social education and education at workplaces and in other
forms of association as well as for those who are involved in specific
occupations. The Plan al so suggests that the Japanese Governnent shoul d
engage in inportant issues such as the rights of wonen, children, elderly
peopl e, people with disabilities, Buraku people, the Ainu people, foreigners
in Japan, people with HV and those who have been rel eased fromprison at the
end of their termof inprisonment. Furthernore, the Plan states that Japan
shoul d take an active role in international cooperation with the

United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts.

4, In addition, as already seen in a nunber of prefectures (e.g. Csaka, Me
and Fukuoka), efforts to establish centres for the pronotion of human rights
education have been nade at the |ocal governnent |evels. |MADR hopes that
such invol venent by |ocal governments will be expanded throughout the country.

5. Havi ng recogni zed a good exanple in Japan, | MADR would |ike to call upon
other States to establish Centres for the Pronotion of Human Ri ghts Educati on
in close cooperation with non-governnmental organizations and other private
organi zations, not only at the international and national |evels, but also at
the local |evel

6. For the twenty-first century to be the one for the culture of human
rights, the universal idea of human rights expressed in the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights should take root anbng various cultures in the
world. Such diverse cultures, in turn, should guarantee various val ues of
human rights. |In order to guarantee such enrichnment of human rights,
grass-roots organi zati ons and | ocal governnments fromdifferent parts of the
worl d shoul d have an international dialogue to exchange their experiences and
opinions with regard to human rights in their comunities to inplenment human
ri ghts education on the global scale. For this reason, I MADR would like to
propose that an international conference on hunan rights educati on be held
in 1998. W, | MADR, have begun approachi ng both national and | oca
governments of Japan to host such an international conference in Japan. It
woul d be the nost ideal if the Office of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts al so coul d support hol ding such an inportant conference.

7. It is also requested that the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts collect information on efforts to pronmote the United Nations Decade for
Human Ri ghts Education on a regular basis and distribute such information to
Governnments and NGOs.



