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XI'V. COMMUNI CATI ONS CONCERNI NG HUMAN RI GHTS: REPORT OF THE WORKI NG GROUP

ESTABLI SHED UNDER SUB- COVM SSI ON RESOLUTI ON 2 ( XXIV) | N ACCORDANCE

W TH ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L RESOLUTI ON 1503 (XLVII 1)
1. The Sub- Commi ssi on considered item 12 at its 31st, 32nd, and

neetings, held on 26 and .. August 1997.

2. By resolution 1503 (XLVII1) of 27 May 1970, the Econonic and Soci al
Counci | authorized the Sub-Conmm ssion to appoint a working group (Wrking
G oup on Conmuni cations) of no nore than five of its nenbers to neet annually
for 10 working days, inmmediately before each session of the Sub-Comm ssion, to
consi der all conmunications received by the Secretary-Ceneral under Counci
resolution 728 F (XXVII11) of 30 July 1959, including replies of Governments
thereon, with a viewto bringing to the attention of the Sub-Comm ssion those
comuni cations which appeared to reveal a consistent pattern of gross and
reliably attested violations of human rights and fundanental freedons.
3. The procedure to be followed by the Wrking Goup on Conmuni cations in
deciding on the adm ssibility of comunications was established by
Sub- Commi ssion resolution 1 (XXIV) of 13 August 1971, and the Working G oup
itself was set up in accordance w th Sub-Conmm ssion resolution 2 (XXIV)
of 16 August 1971.
4, The Sub- Conmmi ssion had before it a confidential report on the work of
the Worki ng G oup on Communications at its twenty-fifth session, held
from21 July to 1 August 1997 (E/CN. 4/ Sub.?2/1997/R 1 and Addenda), certain
comuni cati ons whi ch had been kept pendi ng before the Sub-Commi ssion since its
forty-eighth session in 1996, as well as all governnent replies relevant to
the material before it. The Sub-Conmm ssion noted with appreciation that a
| arge nunber of government replies, including detailed and substantive
replies, had been received in response to conmunications forwarded to
governments under Council resolution 728F (XXVII1), and was pl eased to see an
i ncreasing display of international cooperation in that regard. The
Sub- Commi ssion wishes to stress in this connection that governnent cooperation
is essential for the proper functioning of the bodies entrusted with the
i mpl enment ati on of the procedure governed by Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII).
5. Ms. Claire Palley, on behalf of M. F. Yinmer, Chairman-Rapporteur of the
Wor ki ng Group on Commruni cati ons, introduced the Wirking G oup's report and
drew attention, as appropriate, to the material which was pending before the

Sub- Commi ssion since its forty-eighth session
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6. Fol | owi ng the di scussion which ensued, the Sub-Commi ssion deci ded,
pursuant to paragraph 5 of Econom c and Social Counci

resolution 1503 (XLVII1), to refer to the Conm ssion on Human Rights for
consideration certain particular situations which appeared to reveal a

consi stent pattern of gross and reliably attested viol ati ons of human rights.
The Sub- Conmmi ssi on al so decided to defer action on certain communi cations
until its fiftieth session in 1998, and to take no action with regard to other
conmuni cati ons.

7. At its .. neeting (closed part), on .. August 1997, the Sub-Conm ssion
adopted a confidential report, pursuant to paragraph 8 of Counci

resolution 1503 (XLVII1), by which it comrunicated to the Comm ssion on

Human Rights its decisions taken under paragraph 5 of that resol ution

8. At its .. neeting, on .. August 1997, the Sub-Conmi ssion decided on the
conmposition of its Wrking Goup on Conmunications that would nmeet prior to
its fiftieth session. For the conposition of the Wbrking G oup, see

chapter 11, section B, decision 1997/..



