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LETTER DATED 23 AUGUST 1997 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF AZERBAI JAN TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE
SECRETARY- GENERAL

I have the honour to transmit herewith the texts of the statenents adopted
by the Central Election Conmittee (annex |) and MIIi Mjlis (Parlianent)
(annex I1) of the Azerbaijan Republic in connection with the so-called
"presidential elections"” in the Nagorny Karabakh region of the Azerbaijan
Republ i c.

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annexes
circul ated as a document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Eldar KOULIEV
Per manent Representative
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Annex |
[Original: Russian]

Statenent of 15 August 1997 by the Central Election Comni ssion

of Azerbaijan on the new so-called "elections of the President

of the Nagorny Karabakh regi on" planned in the occupied
territory of the Nagorny Karabakh region

According to a report dissenminated by the nmass nedia, there are plans for
hol ding on 1 Septenber 1997 in the occupied territory of the Nagorny Karabakh
regi on of the Azerbaijani Republic new so-called "elections of the President of
t he Nagorny Karabakh regi on".

Thi s provocative action by the Republic of Arnenia, whose aimis to create
a puppet regime in the occupied territory of the Azerbaijani Republic, is yet
anot her mani festation of Arnmenia' s display of shanel ess disregard for the basic
principles adopted at the Lisbon Summt of Heads of State and Governnent of the
nenber countries of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OGSCE) in 1996 and aimed at resolving the Arneni an- Azerbaijani conflict

The Central El ectoral Conmission of Azerbaijan states that the conduct of
this activity at a tinme when an occupation reginme is in existence in the
territory of the Nagorny Karabakh region of the Azerbaijani Republic contradicts
the basic principles and norns of international |law, the resolutions of the
United Nations Security Council, the decisions of the 1994 Budapest Summt
neeting, the principles of the 1996 Summit neeting and the Constitution and
| egi slation of the Azerbaijani Republic. As a result of the conduct of ethnic
cleansing in the territory where the occupation regi ne has been established,
nore than 50,000 | ocal inhabitants of Azerbaijani nationality were forcibly
expel | ed.

Such provocative actions by the separatist |eaders of the Arnenians in
Nagor ny Karabakh, at a time when positive trends are enmerging towards a just and
deci sive resolution of the Arnenian-Azerbaijani conflict on the basis of respect
for the principles of territorial integrity of the Azerbaijani Republic and the
granting of broad autonony to Nagorny Karabakh, once again denpbnstrate that the
separatists, consolidating the results of the aggression conm tted agai nst
Azerbaijan, intend to nullify the efforts of the Co-Chairnen of the M nsk group
of OSCE and thereby to destroy the peacenaking process

The Central El ectoral Conmission of Azerbaijan states that lawful State
structures can be established in the Nagorny Karabakh regi on of the Azerbaij ani
Republic only after the decisive resolution of the conflict and the return of
t he Azerbaijani popul ati on which has been resettled to their places of permanent
residence, and with their active participation

The Central El ectoral Conm ssion of Azerbaijan states that the planned
el ections in the Nagorny Karabakh territory of the Azerbaijani Republic are
unlawful, and their results will have no I egal force.
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The Central Electoral Conmi ssion of Azerbaijan calls on the internationa
community to condemn the el ections planned by the authorities of the Republic of
Armeni a and the Arnmeni an separatists in the Nagorny Karabakh region, and
expresses the hope that the Co-Chairmen and nenbers of the Mnsk group will take
the necessary steps to ensure that these elections do not take place.
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Annex 11
[Original: Russian]

Statenent of 16 August 1997 by the MIIli Myjlis of Azerbaijan on

the conduct of the new so-called "elections of the President

of the Nagorny Karabakh regi on" planned in the occupied
territories of the Nagorny Karabakh region

As is well known, there are plans for holding in the occupied territories
of the Nagorny Karabakh region of the Azerbaijani Republic on 1 Septemnber 1997
new so-called "elections of the President of the Nagorny Karabakh region”. This
provocative action by the Republic of Armenia neans the creation by any means of
obstacles to a peaceful resolution of the Arnenian-Azerbaijani conflict, and
open and bl atant disregard for all the efforts nmade by prestigious internationa
organi zations in this direction

The whole world is aware of the untiring and self-sacrificing activity of
the President of the Azerbaijani Republic, M. Heydar Aliyev, in recent years,
ained at a peaceful settlenment of the Arnenian-Azerbaijani conflict. As a
result, at the Lisbon Summt of OSCE 53 States supported the territoria
integrity of Azerbaijan, the principles for a peaceful settlenent of the
Ar meni an- Azerbaijani conflict which has lasted for years and of the Nagorny
Kar abakh probl em were defined, and nmajor inpetus was given to the peace process.
The new Co- Chairnmen of the M nsk group of OSCE put forward fruitful proposals
for the signing of a major political agreenent. Yet another successful démarche
of Azerbaijan's diplonmacy, and its great triunph, was the visit by the President
of Azerbaijan, M. Heydar Aliyev, to the United States of Anerica, his neeting
with the President of the United States, M. Bill Cinton, and the inportant
docunments signed in the Wite House

Undoubt edl y, the energence of the Azerbaijani Republic into the
international arena and its achievenments in donestic and foreign policy have
aroused fear in the Republic of Armenia and anong its protectors.

The Arnenian nationalists and the forces which support them seeing that
the just position of Azerbaijan has received support in prestigious
i nternational organizations and the backing of the super-Powers, have clearly
becone aware that they are isolated in the international arena.

However, the Arneni an separatists, having lost all opportunities, have not
gi ven up hope of establishing a second Arnenian state on the territory of
Azerbaijan, and through the hol ding of the new so-called "presidential
el ections" in the Nagorny Karabakh region of the Azerbaijani Republic, are
flouting world public opinion and trying to stop the advance of the peace
process. However, historic justice and international |egal principles cannot be
tranpl ed upon. Truth, justice and international |law are on the side of
Azer bai j an.

These perfidi ous designs of the Arneni an aggressors are nothing other than
a provocation which contradicts all principles and norns of international |aw,
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the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council, the decisions of the
Budapest and Lisbon Summts of OSCE and the Constitution and | aws of the
Azerbaijani Republic. The political |eaders of the Republic of Arnenia and
their apprentices the separatist |eaders of the Arnenian community in Nagorny
Kar abakh are through these actions pursuing the objective of nullifying the
pur poseful activity conducted in the name of peace by the Co-Chairnmen of the
M nsk group of OSCE and all its nenbers.

In connection with the preparation of this notorious provocative act of
sabotage, the MIli Majlis of Azerbaijan states that the new so-call ed
"presidential elections" planned to be held in the occupied territory of the
Nagor ny Karabakh region of the Azerbaijani Republic contradict all the
principles and nornms of international law, and that if these elections are held
t hey can have no |legal result.

The MIIi Mjlis of Azerbaijan, addressing all the parlianments of the world
and prestigious international organizations, in particular the Co-Chairnmen of
the M nsk group of OSCE and its nmenbers, calls on themto condemm and regard as
unl awful the new so-called "presidential elections" planned to be held in the
occupied territory of the Nagorny Karabakh region of the Azerbaijani Republic.

Mur t uz ALESKEROV
Chairman of the MIIli Mjlis of Azerbaijan



