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QUESTI ON OF CYPRUS

Letter dated 25 August 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative of
Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

I have the honour to transmt herewith a letter dated 25 August 1997,
addressed to you by H's Excellency M. Aytug Pl Uner, representative of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter could be circul ated
as a docunent of the fifty-first session of the CGeneral Assenbly, under agenda
item 58, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Hiseyin E. CELEM
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

97- 22508 (E) 260897 /...
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ANNEX

Letter dated 25 August 1997 from M. Aytug Pliner to the
Secretary-Genera

| have the honour to refer to the letter dated 13 August 1997 addressed to
you by the Greek Cypriot representative to the United Nations (A 51/962-
S/ 1997/ 645) .

At the outset, | wish to underline that the repeated references by the
Greek Cypriot representative to the "Turkish occupied area of Cyprus" in his
letter in question rely on propaganda and mi sinformation which paints a severely
distorted picture. The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus is not a territory
under occupation, but it is the honeland of the Turkish Cypriot people.

Cyprus was indeed under occupation prior to 1974, but this was the G eek
i nvasi on of Cyprus as unequivocally declared by the | ate Archbi shop Makarios in
hi s speech before the Security Council in July 1974 in the imediate aftermath
of the bl oody coup d'état staged by Geece and its collaborators in Cyprus in
order to achieve Enosis - the union of the island with Geece. It was this
i nvasi on and occupation by the G eek-Geek Cypriot canmp and the arned canpaign
bet ween 1963 and 1974 to bring Cyprus under Geek domi nation that led to the
legitimate intervention by Turkey, which was carried out in accordance with its
rights and obligations under the 1960 Treaty of Guarantee. The Turkish
i ntervention saved the Turkish Cypriots fromtotal annihilation and prevented
the forcible annexation of Cyprus to Greece. The Turkish Cypriot people are
grateful to Turkey for the effective security guarantees which are vital for the
preservati on of peace and stability on the island.

Ever since the legitimate Turkish intervention on 20 July 1974, the G eek
Cypriot administration has enbarked on a nmassive propaganda effort in m sl eading
worl d public opinion on all aspects pertaining to the Cyprus issue. The letter
of the Greek Cypriot representative containing a barrage of fal se accusations
agai nst the Turkish Cypriot side in relation to the archaeol ogi cal sites and
churches in Northern Cyprus constitutes an exanple of such flagrant propaganda
effort.

The Governnent of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus attaches great
i mportance and priority to the protection of the cultural heritage of Northern
Cyprus, utilizing its limted resources in the best possible way in this
direction. |In addition to repairing and restoring the archaeol ogi cal nmonurents
and sites to their original condition, within budgetary constraints, the
authorities of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus have al so effectively
enpl oyed a universally accepted method of preservation through putting these
sites into every day use wherever applicable.

Greek Cypriot allegations of |ooting or desecration have al ready been
refuted by foreign experts and observers who have visited the island on various
occasions to study the situation. The Rev. John B. Taylor, a distinguished
nenber of the World Council of Churches, who visited Northern Cyprus in
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Decenmber 1974 and in February 1975, found no evidence to support any of the
Greek Cypriot allegations. GObservers such as Jacques Dalibard of UNESCO the
Rev. Lars Carlzen, the Bishop of Stockhol mand Senator Ynerus Van Der Werff of
the Council of Europe have all visited Northern Cyprus at different tines and
have made it publicly known that the Turkish Cypriot authorities are indeed
doing the utnmost in preserving the cultural heritage of Northern Cyprus.

The Greek Cypriot side cannot gl oss over this fact or conceal its own
responsibility for the carnage, gross discrimnation and religious intolerance
whi ch swept through Cyprus during 1963-1974. The arnmed onsl aught on the Turkish
Cypri ot peopl e, which began in Decenber 1963, not only resulted in hundreds of
Tur ki sh Cypriots being killed and thousands rendered honel ess, but also led to
the deliberate destruction of over 100 nosques, shrines and other precious
Otoman and Islamc antiquities all around the island.

It is noteworthy that even religious property of Christian origin did not
escape the wave of plundering and |looting by the Greek Cypriots during this
period. Rina Catselli, a Greek Cypriot witer and politician, in her published
nmenoi rs records of the follow ng episode of the G eek-Geek Cypriot coup d'état
of July 1974:

"The Presidential pal ace was destroyed afterwards to cover up the fact that
it had been | ooted. Wrks of art were plundered fromthe Archbishopric by
t he henchnen of the Greek Junta. M God! Nothing is sacred to these

peopl e.”

Agai nst this background, we are confident that it will not escape the
attention of the world community that the G eek Cypriot side is nore and nore
preoccupi ed with propaganda stunts rather than acting in a spirit of
accommodati on and nutual respect, which is a prerequisite for alleviating the
crisis of confidence between the two peoples on the island.

| should be grateful if the present letter could be circulated as a
document of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 58, and of the Security
Counci | .

(Signed) Aytug PLUMER
Representati ve
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus



