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Situation of human rights in Algeria

1. The inpression gained by the International Federation of Human Ri ghts
Leagues (FIDH) during its mission to Algeria from26 April to 1 May 1997 was
of “the unm stakabl e exi stence of systematic and | arge-scal e human rights
violations in a sphere of action conpletely outside any legal or judicia
framework: arbitrary arrests, incomruni cado detention in non-officia

centres - in sonme cases for long periods - the practice of torture and
ill-treatnment, enforced di sappearances, sunmary executions and abuses by
mlitias”. In its report entitled: “La levée du voile: |'Al gérie de
|"extrajudiciaire et de la manipulation”, it takes the view that the situation

remai ns “extremely worrying”.

2. FI DH of course whol eheartedly condemns the massacres and ot her crines
attributable to Islam c groups and recogni zes the right and duty of the
Al gerian authorities to prosecute and punish those responsible. “However, as

an international non-governnental organization whose nmandate is to ensure
observance of international human rights instrunents, it points out that those
i nstruments have been ratified by States and that Governnments are duty-bound
to inplenent them In that respect, there can be no doubt that the Algerian
authorities, who thenselves |oudly proclaimthe existence of the rule of I|aw,
are obligated to do everything in their power to ensure observance of al

i nternational instruments for the protection of the rights of the individua
whi ch Al geria has signed.”

Arbitrary arrests and i nconmmuni cado detention

3. The arrests nmade by the security forces often resenble the ki dnappings
carried out by armed terrorist groups. All the eyewi tnesses are united in
saying that the security forces never produce arrest warrants, often operate
in plain clothes and unmarked cars and refuse to disclose their identities.

4, Police custody - which is limted to 12 days under the Code of Crim nal
Procedure, but in practice lasts for indefinite periods and al ways exceeds the
[imt in cases linked with terrorism- takes the form of inconmunicado
detention in unofficial detention centres during which the relatives generally
are unable to obtain any information about the situation of the detainees.
These detention centres are usually mlitary barracks, although police and
gendarnme stations, and even security forces training schools, are apparently
al so used for prolonged and ill egal detention

Torture and ill-treatnent: a w despread and systemati c phenonmenon

5. From the vari ous persons spoken to during the m ssion, including the

| awyers of detainees, FIDH was able to ascertain that known or suspected
menbers of terrorist groups were systematically tortured and ill-treated while
being arbitrarily held in secret places of detention, and also while in
custody at police and gendarne stations.
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6. The nethods of torture, which were also used on mnors, include caning,
whi ppi ng, application of electricity to all parts of the body, including the
genitals, suffocation with a cloth soaked in water and chemicals, threats of
rape or even sodony by nenbers of the security forces or with bottles, and
burning with cigarettes.

Alarm ng increase in the nunber of “enforced di sappearances”

7. Al'l the persons arbitrarily arrested and detained in the above-nmenti oned
conditions are reported to their relatives as having “di sappeared”. According
to the National Human Rights Mnitoring Centre, an official body set up

in 1992, the nunber of “disappearances” rose to 988 in 1996, nore than double
the 1994 number. The Monitoring Centre explains that this figure covers

di sappearances attributable to both Islamc groups and the authorities,
persons joining Islamc guerrilla groups and those who have gone missing for
various reasons, as elsewhere in the world.

8. The FIDH mission itself nmet a number of |awers, each of whom was
dealing with dozens and, in sone cases, hundreds of “di sappearances”. It also
met nmore than 20 fanmilies of persons who had “di sappeared” after being
arrested by the security forces and a nunber of young people who had been

rel eased fromdetention and whose fell ow detai nees, arrested during the sane
“sweep” through their district by the security forces, have not been heard of
since | ast year. The mission therefore concludes that it is probably an
understatement to assert that, of the thousands of “di sappearances” of al

ki nds, at least 2,000 are attributable to the security forces.

Summary executions: a substitute for judicial proceedings

9. Menbers of the security forces sonetinmes undertake to physically
el i m nate suspects rather than bring them before the courts, a practice which
appeared w despread to the FIDH del egation

10. FIDH i s deeply concerned at the authorities' failure to take |ega
action regarding the murders of journalists and prom nent individuals,
purportedly by Islamic groups. During its mission, it ascertained that not
one suspected killer of a journalist had thus far been brought to justice,
with the exception of the suspected killers of the editor-in-chief of the
weekly Ruptures (the first journalist to be killed), who had been found not

guilty.

Dangerous institutionalization of “self-defence groups”

11. The village “sel f-defence groups” were |egalized on 4 January 1997 by an
act of the Transitional National Council, purportedly to inprove the

supervi sion of these volunteer groups by bringing themunder the control of
the security forces. FIDH wonders about the effectiveness of this neasure, as
not even the Permanent Secretary of the Mnistry of the Interior hinmself knew
just how many nenbers such sel f-defence groups had, even though the fornmation
of such a group requires the authorization of the wali (prefect).
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12. As in the case of massacres committed by the armed Islamc groups, FIDH
condemms the massacres committed by these militias and by the comrunal guards,
who are responsible for externmi nations systematically attributed to Islamc
groups. FIDH believes that the desire of these mlitias for vengeance and

vi ol ence, sonetinmes fuelled by the authorities, can only make any hope of the
energence of a culture of peace in Algeria even nore renote.

A non-i ndependent and ineffectual justice system

13. A nunber of energency provisions on subversion and terrorismwhich were
repealed in 1992 were reinstated in the Penal Code and Code of Crim nal
Procedure by the ordinance of 25 February 1995.

14. The m ssion al so observed a wi de gap between the content and application
of legislation. Custody tinme |inits are systematically exceeded; periods of
pre-trial detention are often excessively long. Moreover, the verdicts of the
crimnal courts - nobst of which, since the 1995 ordi nance, consist of

prof essi onal judges, who are easier to control than juries - are often reached
hastily.

15. On 15 and 16 July last, at Tizi-Quzou, the trial was held of

M. Rachid Mesli, a |lawer charged with nenbership of, and conplicity with, a
terrorist novenent. |Inmmediately upon arriving at their hotel, FIDH s

two judicial observers were placed under visible police surveillance and were
firmy discouraged by a representative of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs from
attending the proceedings. The presiding judge of the court also declared the
proceedings in canera. After being acquitted on the two above-nentioned
charges, M. Mesli was finally, during the deliberation, found guilty of
havi ng spoken out in support of terrorism wthout the proceedi ngs being
resunmed, so that the | awyers were unable to exercise their right to organize a
def ence against this new charge, in flagrant breach of the Code of Crim nal
Procedure.

16. In general, FIDH observed that the present circunstances make it
extrenely dangerous to be a professional judge or officer of the courts.

The status of wonen in Algeria

17. FIDH and its partner organizations call for the lifting of the
reservations to the 1979 Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Wonen, ratified by Algeria in 1995.

18. The FI DH del egati on observed in situ the discrimnatory nature of the
principles stated in the Fam |y Code adopted in 1984. Wth its partner
organi zations, it calls on the Governnment to do everything in its power to
ensure observance of the principles of equality and non-discrimnation
guaranteed by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
ratified by Algeria and published in the Oficial Gazette.

19. It was clear to the FIDH del egation that viol ence agai nst wonmen was
omi present and perpetrated nmainly in the home by husbands and fathers.
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Concl usi on
20. At the end of its visit, the FIDH del egati on was of the view that the

situation of human rights in Algeria was a matter of very grave concern
i nvol ving systematic and gross viol ations of human rights.

21. It al so deplored the dissinmulatory and nmendaci ous official |ine, which
adm tted only the exi stence of a few “excesses”
22. Today, FIDH calls on the Sub-Conmm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation

and Protection of Mnorities to react to this situation by calling on the
Commi ssion on Human Rights to appoint a special rapporteur on Algeria to
report to it at its fifty-fifth session



