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draft resolution

1997/... Wonen and the right to adequate housing and to |l and and property

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities,

Recalling the recognition and | egal foundations of the right to adequate
housi ng contained in, inter alia, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
(arts. 7, 12, 17, 25, para. 1), the International Covenant on Econom c, Soci al
and Cultural Rights (arts. 2, para. 2., 11, para. 1), the International
Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts (arts. 2, para. 1, 17, 26) and its
Optional Protocol, the International Convention on the Elimnation of All
Forms of Racial Discrimnation (art. 5 (e) (iii)), the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child and the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of

Di scrim nation agai nst Wonen,
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Recal ling al so general comment No.4 (1991) on the right to adequate

housi ng and general coment No. 7 (1997) on forced evictions adopted by the
Committee on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights,

Recal ling further Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1993/77 of
10 March 1993 entitled “Forced evictions”

Recalling its own resolutions 1991/26 of 29 August 1991, 1992/26 of
27 August 1992, 1993/36 of 25 August 1993, 1994/38 of 26 August 1994 and
1995/ 27 of 24 August 1995, entitled “Pronoting the realization of the human
right to adequate housing”

Recogni zi ng that wonen face particular constraints in securing and
mai ntai ning their right to housing because of the continued existence of
gender - bi ased | aws, policies, custons and traditions which exclude wonmen from
acquiring land, security of tenure and inheritance rights to | and and property
and owing to wonen's reproductive role, and that these constraints are
particularly acute for wonen who al so face discrimnation on one or nore other
grounds, including race, ethnicity, creed, disability, age, socio-economnc
status and marital status,

Al arnmed that nore women than nen live in absolute poverty and that
f emal e- headed househol ds, which conprise one fourth of all househol ds
wor | dwi de, are very often anobng the poorest,

Concerned that continued discrimnation faced by wonen in all matters
relating to |l and and property is the single nost critical factor in the
per petuati on of gender inequality and poverty,

Di sturbed that nmillions of wonmen worl dwi de suffer fromextremely poor
housi ng and living conditions, including severe pollution, overcrowding,
pol | uted water and i nadequate sanitation, all of which give rise to serious
ment al and physical health probl ems and cause thousands of women to die, or to
live in a permanent state of ill-health,

Awar e that wonen are |argely excluded fromthe housi ng and pl anni ng
devel opnent process, which |leads to the underutilization of their know edge
and experience and results in devel opnent policies and projects that are
insensitive to wonen's requirenents for the inprovenent of their housing,
nei ghbour hoods and conmuniti es,

Aware al so that women experience discrimnation by being denied access

to, inter alia, the right to rent, own or inherit housing, |and and property;
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econom ¢ resources, including agricultural and housing credits and | oans;
econom ¢ opportunities through enploynent and sel f-enpl oynent, training,
i nformati on and education; health care and social support services, and that
such discrimnation has a particularly adverse inpact on fenal e-headed
househol ds,

Concerned that wonen and children suffer disproportionately fromthe
practice of forced eviction and that wonmen bear the brunt of traumatized and
di sl ocated communiti es,

Deeply concerned that inadequate and insecure housing and living

conditions contribute to, cause and are often the result of viol ence against
worren and that women's |ack of security of tenure, resulting from donestic
vi ol ence as well as gender-biased |laws, custons and traditions which exclude
wonen fromrenting, owning or inheriting |and or property, exposes wonen to
honel essness and | andl essness,

Stressing that the violation of wonen's right to adequate housing
results in the violation of other civil, cultural, economc, political and
social rights such as the right to equality before the | aw and equa
protection of the law, the right to life, the right to security of the person
the right to work, the right to health and the right to education

Aware that the Secretary-General, in his report Wonen in urban areas:
popul ation, nutrition and health factors for wonen in devel opnment, including
m gration, drug consunption and AIDS (E/CN. 6/1994/3) subnmitted to the
Commi ssion on the Status of Whnen at its thirty-eighth session, stated that
security of tenure pronptes greater participation of wonmen in community
management and that this, in turn, hel ps househol ds escape the poverty trap

M ndful that the Habitat Agenda (A/ CONF. 165/ 14), adopted by the
United Nations Conference on Human Settlenments (Habitat 11), recognizes
wonen's right to adequate housing and to | and and property and the inportance
of all actors adopting and inplenenting policies, |aws and progranmes ai nmed at
the realization of these rights,

M ndful also that the Platformfor Action (A CONF.177/20) adopted by the

Fourth World Conference on Wonen recogni zed the |inks between wonmen's poverty

and | ack of access to economic opportunities including |and ownership and
i nheritance,
Noting that the Plan of Action adopted by the Wrld Food Summt,

recogni zed wonen's right to land in relation to their right to food,
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Noting also that the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonmen of the
Commi ssion on Human Rights in her prelimnary report (E/ CN. 4/1995/42) noted
that econom c and social factors, including inadequate housing can cause
domestic viol ence,

Noting further resolution 16/7 of 7 May 1997 entitled “The realization

of the human right to adequate housing” adopted by the United Nations

Commi ssion on Human Settlenents in which it recommended that a joint programe
be el aborated between the United Nations Centre for Human Rights and the
United Nations Centre for Human Settl enents (Habitat) to assist States with
the inplenentation of their conmtnents to ensure the realization of the right
to adequate housing as provided for in international instruments,

1. Reaffirms the universal nature and existence of the right to
adequate housing in ternms of its relevance to all human rights with respect to
Wwonmen;

2. Encourages Governments to conply fully with all their internationa
and regional obligations and conmitnents concerning the legally recognized
rights of women to |and, property, inheritance, adequate housing including
security of tenure, an adequate standard of living and the continuous
i nprovenent of |iving and housing conditions and to create opportunities for
woren to acquire training, education and information in all matters related to
these rights;

3. Reminds Governments of the critical inportance of providing wonmen
with | egal resources and human rights informati on and education to address the
vi ol ence they experience in relation to housing, and to enact and enforce | aws
and policies that protect wonen against violence in this context;

4. Recognizes the inportance in this regard of internationa
cooperation and the need for cooperation between Governnents, non-governnenta
organi zations and international agencies;

5. Requests the United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, in
pursuance of her nmandate, to undertake initiatives to pronmote wonmen's right to
adequate housing and to | and and property;

6. Encourages the Hi gh Conmm ssioner/Centre for Human Rights to include
fully in all the projects undertaken by the technical cooperation and advisory
servi ces programe specific activities related to the pronmoti on and protection

of women's right to adequate housing and to | and and property;
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7. Also encourages the Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Hunman Rights to

include fully in all its field operations specific activities relating to the
pronoti on and protection of wonen's right to adequate housing and to | and and
property;

8. Recomends that the Special Rapporteur of the Commi ssion on Human
Ri ghts on vi ol ence agai nst wonen include in her next report an in-depth
anal ysis of the relationship between viol ence agai nst wonmen and viol ati ons of
the right to adequate housing, including forced evictions;

9. Also recommends that all relevant special rapporteurs and the

speci al representative of the Secretary-Ceneral on internally displaced
persons take into account in the preparation of their reports the question of
t he housing, |land and property rights of wonen;

10. Invites the Conm ssion on the Status of Wonen to consider the right
to adequate housing in its continued research on the inpact of violations of
econom c, social and cultural rights on wonen;

11. Invites the Conmittee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation against
Wnen to pay special attention to the issue of the housing rights of wonen
when exam ning States parties' reports and to explore the possibility of
adopting a general recomendati on on wonmen and housing rights as this rel ates,
inter alia, to the provisions of article 14 of the Convention on the
Elimnation of Al fornms of Discrimnation Against Winen, with a viewto
clarifying the obligations of States parties to the Convention in this
respect;

12. Invites the Conmittee on Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights to
consi der devoting a day of general discussion to the inmpact of structura
di scrimnation, poverty and i nadequate housing and |iving conditions on the
econom c, social and cultural rights of women, with a view to adopting a
general coment on article 2, paragraph 2, of the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights;

13. Strongly suggests that the joint progranme of the Centre for Human

Ri ghts and the United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments (Habitat) focus
directly on wonen and the right to adequate housing and to | and and property;

14. Requests Governnents, the organi zati ons and bodi es of the

United Nations and the specialized agencies, actively to support | ocal
national and international initiatives, including the devel opment of human

rights indicators, ained at assessing and inproving the housing and living
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condi tions of wonen throughout the world, in full consultation with and with
the full participation of wonen thenselves, their representatives and
comuni t y- based non-governnental organi zati ons and ot her rel evant groups;

15. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, in its inplenmentation of the Plan of Action adopted by the
World Sunmit on Food, to focus on wonen's poverty in relation to their rights
to I and and property;

16. Invites the International Labour Organization to consider wonen's
housi ng, | and and property rights in its nonitoring and devel opnent of
recommendati on No. 115 concerning Wrkers' Housing, 1961 and the Hone Work
Convention (No. 177), 1996

17. Urges the international financial institutions, in particular the
World Bank and the International Mnetary Fund, to take fully into account the
human rights inplications for wonmen of their policies, in particular
structural adjustnment programmes and the funding of |arge-scal e devel opnment
projects that often lead to forced evictions;

18. Decides to review the question of wonen and the right to adequate

housing at its fiftieth session, under the relevant agenda item



