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In the absence of M. Galuska (Czech Republic), M. Chowdhury (Bangl adesh),
Vice-President, took the Chair.

The neeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m

REPORTS, CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOMMENDATI ONS OF SUBSI DI ARY BODI ES (agenda item 7)
(continued) (E/ 1997/L.23 and Add. 1)

(a) ECONOM C QUESTI ONS (conti nued)
(b) ENVI RONMVENTAL QUESTI ONS (conti nued) E/ 1997/16, 24, 25, 31, 35, 52
and 86)

The PRESIDENT invited the Council to take action on the various

deci si ons and recommendati ons contained in the conpendi um of draft proposals
(E/ 1997/ L. 23).

The Council adopted the draft decision entitled “Report of the

Statistical Conmission on its twenty-ninth session and provisional agenda and

docunentation for the thirtieth session of the Statistical Comni ssion”
(Section A.1)

The Council adopted the draft resolution entitled “lInternationa

m gration and devel opnent” (Section A 2).

The Council adopted the draft decision entitled “Report of the

Commi ssion on Popul ation and Devel opnent on its thirtieth session and

provi sional agenda for the thirty-first session of the Conm ssion”
(Section A.2).

The Council adopted the draft resolution entitled “Science and

Technol ogy for Devel opnent” (Section A. 5).

The Council adopted the draft decisions entitled “Election of the

nenbers of the Bureau other than the Chairnman” and “Report of the Comm ssion

on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent on its third session and provisiona

agenda and docunentation for the fourth session of the Conm ssion”
(Section A.5).
The Council adopted the draft resolution entitled “Wrk of the Commttee

of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods” (Section C).

The Council adopted the recomendations by the Fourteenth United Nations

Reqgi onal Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Pacific
(E/1997/52, para. 17).
The PRESI DENT said he took it that the Council w shed to approve

the convening in May 1988 of the fourteenth neeting of the Group of Experts on
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the United Nations Programe in Public Administration and Fi nance, as
recommended in the Secretary-General's report (E/ 1997/86, para. 75).

It was so deci ded.

The Council endorsed the recommendati ons concerning the list of |east

devel oped countries contained in the report of the Committee for Devel opnent

Pl anning on its thirty-first session (E/1997/35, para. 240), and subnitted

themto the General Assenbly for appropriate action.

REG ONAL COOPERATI ON (agenda item 10) (continued) (E/ 1997/5, 40 and Add.1
and 41-45)

The PRESI DENT invited the Council to take action on the draft

proposal s contained in the addendumto the Secretary-Ceneral's report on
regi onal cooperation in the economic, social and related fields
(E/ 1997/ 40/ Add. 1) .

Econom ¢ Commi ssi on for Europe

The Council adopted draft decisions | to Ill entitled “Declaration on

the Strengthening of Econonic Cooperation in Europe and Plan of Action”

“Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe Recommendation 25, 'Use of the UN EDI FACT

Standard'” and “United Nations Franmework Cl assification for

Reserves/ Resources: Solid Fuels and M neral Commpdities” (Chapter 1,

Section A).

Econoni ¢ and Social Conmission for Asia and the Pacific

The Council adopted the draft resolution entitled “Restructuring the

conference structure of the Economi c and Social Commission for Asia and the

Pacific” (Chapter 1, Section B)

Econonic Conmi ssion for Latin Anerica and the Caribbean
Ms. VALLE CAM NO (Cuba) requested that the Council's consideration

of the resolution entitled “Economi ¢ Commi ssion for Latin Anerica and the
Cari bbean in the context of reformof the United Nations” (Chapter I,
Section C) be postponed.

It was so deci ded.

Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for Africa

The Council adopted draft resolutions | and Il entitled “Reformof the

intergovernnental nachinery of the Econonic Conm ssion for Africa” and

“Programme of work and priorities of the Econonic Conni ssion for Africa for

the biennium 1998-1999” respectively (Chapter I, Section D).
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Economic and Social Conmission for Western Asia

The Council adopted draft resolutions | to I X entitled I: “Programme of

work and priorities of the Econonic and Social Conmi ssion for Western Asia for

the biennium 1996-1997": 11: “Mediumtermplan of the Econom ¢ and Socia

Commi ssion for Western Asia for the period 1998-2001":; 111: “Programme of

work and priorities of the Econonic and Social Conmi ssion for Western Asia for

the biennium 1998-1999”: 1V: “Change in the frequency of the sessions of the

Committee on Water Resources of the Econonic and Social Conm ssion for

Western Asia”; V. “Establishnment of the Committee on Transport of the

Econonmic and Social Conmission for Western Asia”; VI: “Establishnent of the

Technical Comrittee on Liberalization of Foreign Trade and Economnic

G obalization in the countries of the ESCWA region”; VII: “Progress nmade in

facilitating the relocation of the Economi ¢ and Social Conm ssion for

Western Asia to its permanent headquarters at Beirut”; VIII: “Organi zationa

and programre changes and nodifications introduced by the Econom ¢ and Soci a

Comm ssion for Western Asia since 1994” and I X: “Celebration of the

twenty-fifth anniversary of the Econonic and Social Comm ssion for

Western Asia in 1999 and role of the Conmission in the comng century”.
The PRESI DENT proposed that the Council should take note of the

reports submtted under the current agenda item nanely, the note by the
Secretary-General on reformof the United Nations and its inmpact on the
Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Latin America and the Cari bbean (E/ 1997/5), the report
of the Secretary-General on regional cooperation in the econonm c, social and
related fields (E/1997/40 and Add.1l), the sunmary of the survey of economc
and social conditions in Africa, 1996 (E/ 1997/41), the summary of the econom c
survey of Europe, 1996 (E/ 1997/42), the summary of the econom c survey of
Latin Anerica and the Caribbean, 1996 (E/ 1997/43), the summary of the survey
of economi ¢ and social conditions in Asia and the Pacific, 1997 (E 1997/44),
and the summary of the survey of econom ¢ and soci al devel oprments in the ESCWA
regi on, 1996-1997 (E/ 1997/45).

[t was so decided.

M_. HYNES (Canada) said that his del egation had refrained from

rai sing any objections during the adoption of the various proposals, since it
had not wanted to obstruct the commendable reformefforts of the regiona
conmm ssions, but the |lack of any general debate and the expeditious manner in

whi ch the proceedi ngs had been conducted called into question the seriousness
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of the Council's role in overseeing the work of those comm ssions. His
Gover nment hoped, however, that the Council would continue to nonitor the
i npl enmentation of the reform proposals by the regional comr ssions in
accordance with General Assenbly resol ution 50/227

The PRESI DENT said that the representative of Canada had raised an

i mportant issue. The Council's debate had centred on the Secretary-Ceneral's
report on regional cooperation in the economc, social and related fields,

(E/ 1997/ 40), its addendum containing matters calling for Council action having
been ignored. In future, the Council nust ensure that the recomrendati ons and
deci sions of the regional conm ssions were given due attention. The prinme

responsibility for doing so rested with the individual del egations.

The neeting rose at 4 p.m




