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OPERATI ONAL ACTI VI TIES OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS FOR
| NTERNATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATI ON:  FOLLOW UP
TO POLI CY RECOMMENDATI ONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Draft resolution submtted by the Vice-President of the Council,
HE M. Anwarul Karim Chowdhury (Bangl adesh), as a result of
informal consultations held on draft resolution E/1997/L. 27

Operational activities of the United Nations for
international devel opnent cooperation: follow up
to policy recommendations of the General Assenbly

The Econom ¢ and Social Council,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolutions 47/199 of 22 Decenber 1992
and 50/ 120 of 20 Decenber 1995 on the triennial policy review of operationa
activities for devel opnment of the United Nations system and 50/ 227 of
24 May 1995 on further neasures for the restructuring and revitalization
of the United Nations in the economc, social and related fields, and
Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1996/42 of 26 July 1996,

Recalling also that, in order to fulfil its coordination role, and in

accordance with the policies fornulated by the Assenbly, the Council should
consider, on an annual basis in the operational activities segnment, the
overall financial picture of the United Nations funds and programres,
including the availability of resources, the priorities and programes agreed
upon in the funds and programres, the adopted targets and further gui dance on
priorities, and should nmake recommendati ons thereon to the Assenbly and the

funds and progranmes,
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Reaffirm ng that operational activities for devel opnment within the
United Nations system have a critical and unique role to play in enabling
devel opi ng countries to continue to take a lead role in the managenent of
their own devel opnent process and that the funds and progranmes constitute
i nportant vehicles for advancing international devel opnent cooperation,

Noting with regret that, although significant progress has already

been nmade on the restructuring and rationalization of the governance and
functioning of the United Nations funds and programes, there has not been, as
part of the overall reform process, any substantial increase in resources for
operational activities for devel opnent on a predictable, continuous and
assured basis, nor have the consultations on prospective new nodalities for
financi ng reached a concl usion,

Expressing serious concern at the persistent insufficiency of resources

for the operational devel opnent activities of the United Nations, in
particular the decline in contributions to core resources,

Al so recogni zing the inmportance of non-core resources as a supplenent to

core resources aimed at enhancing the capacity of the United Nations
devel opnent systemto deliver operational activities,

Stressing that the fundanental characteristics of the operationa
activities of the United Nations systemshould be, inter alia, their
uni versal, voluntary and grant nature, their neutrality and their
multilateralism as well as their ability to respond to the needs of
devel oping countries in a flexible manner, and that the operational activities
of the United Nations systemare carried out for the benefit of the devel oping
countries, at the request of those countries and in accordance with their own
policies and priorities for devel opnment,

Recogni zing the need for priority allocation of scarce grant resources
to programmes and projects in | owincome countries, in particular the |east
devel oped countri es,

Al so recogni zing that the United Nations devel opnent system shoul d take

into account the specific needs and requirenments of the countries with
economes in transition

Noting with appreciation the sustained contributions of many donors and

reci pient countries to the operational activities for development in a spirit
of partnership and the recently expressed w llingness of sone donors to

i ncrease their contribution to the funds and programes,



E/ 1997/ L. 53
page 3

Recogni zi ng that capacity-building and its sustainability are an
essential element for the operational activities of the United Nations system
at the country level, which should be country-led and country-driven, bearing
in mnd the individual nandates and conpl enentarities of the organizations and
bodi es of the United Nations devel opnent system

Noting that Assenbly resolution 50/120, Council resolution 1996/42 and
the present resolution provide an opportunity to review all aspects of
operational activities,

Noting as well that nmuch remains to be done to achieve the goals set by
the Assenbly in its resolution 50/120,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General ' and of the
reports of the United Nations funds and progranmes; ?2

2. Strongly reaffirms that the efficiency, effectiveness and inpact

of the operational activities of the United Nations system nmust be enhanced
by, inter alia, a substantial increase in their funding on a predictable,
conti nuous and assured basis, commensurate with the increasing needs of
devel opi ng countries, as well as through the full inplementation of

General Assenbly resolutions 47/199, 48/162 of 20 Decenber 1993, 50/120

and 50/ 227;

3. Urges the devel oped countries, in particular those countries whose
overal | performance is not commensurate with their capacity, taking into
account established official devel opnent assistance targets, including targets
established at the Second United Nations Conference on the Least Devel oped
Countries, and their current |evel of contribution, to increase substantially
their official devel opnent assistance, including contributions to the
operational activities for devel opnent of the United Nations system

4, Stresses that other countries that are in a position to do so
shoul d strive to augnment their assistance in the framework of devel opnent

cooperation;

1/ E/ 1997/ 65 and Add. 1-4, A/ 52/155-FE/1997/68, E/ 1997/78
and E/ 1997/ 89.

2/ E/1997/32 (Parts | and I1), E/1997/34 and Add.1, E/ 1997/49,
E/1997/59, B/ 1997/72, E/ 1997/79, E/ 1997/L.20, DP/1997/6, DP/1997/12,
and DP/ 1997/ 22
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5. Recommends that the Executive Boards of the United Nations funds
and programes review and nonitor, as a matter of priority and within the
context of their regular neetings, their funding arrangenents, with a viewto
maki ng fundi ng nore secure and predictable with respect to core resources,
and with a view to neeting their funding targets, their programe objectives,
and the priorities and needs of progranme countries, and calls upon the
Executive Boards to take decisions on their own funding arrangenents in
accordance with Assenbly resolution 50/227, in particular annex |
paragraph 12, and to report thereon to the Council at its substantive session
of 1998;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to update proposals for funding
nmodalities within the context of the efforts to provide United Nations
operational activities with resources, in particular core resources, on a
predi ctabl e, continuous and assured basis, taking into account that voluntary
contributions fromofficial sources should remain the main source for funding
those activities;

7. Reaffirms that the objective of capacity-building and its
sustai nability should continue to be an essential part of the operationa
activities of the United Nations systemat the country |evel and should be
country-driven and situation specific, and should be based on the programe
approach, to the extent possible, consistent with national devel opment plans
and priorities;

8. Takes note of the preparations for the inpact eval uation of

operational activities on capacity-building requested in paragraph 56 of
Assenbly resol ution 50/120, and invites the bodies of the United Nations
systemto participate actively and to support the ongoing study of the
Secretari at;

9. Enphasi zes that capacity-building should aimat strengthening
nati onal execution, particularly in institutional and human resource
devel opnent of all relevant participants in the devel opnent process, with a
view to enhancing | ocal ownership and managenent of the devel opnent process,
utilizing available | ocal capacities and expertise;

10. Reaffirms that the United Nations devel opnment system shoul d

continue to work on devel opi ng a common under standi ng of the concept of
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capacity-building as it applies to the respective mandates of each
organi zation, taking into account the experience acquired to date and the
new energi ng requirenents of progranme countries;

11. Requests the Secretary-General, in the context of the preparations
of the next triennial policy review, to report to the Assenbly, through the
Council, on the inplenmentation of Assenbly resol ution 50/120, Counci
resolution 1996/ 42 and the present resolution, and on progress mde and
probl ems encountered and to nmake appropriate recomendati ons, including,
inter alia, on delegation of authority and of decision-making to the field
| evel , establishing a nore coordi nated system w de approach to nonitoring and
eval uation, and strengthening the coordination of regional, subregional and

field-l1evel activities of the United Nations system



