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Witten statenent subnitted by the International Federation
of Human Ri ghts Leagues, a nhon-governnental organi zation in
special consultative status

The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statement,
which is circulated in accordance with Economnmi ¢ and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).
[5 August 1997]

Situation of human rights in Chad

1. The International Federation of Human Ri ghts Leagues (FIDH) and its
affiliate, the Chadi an Human Ri ghts League (LTDH), are still deeply concerned
at the continuation and deterioration of the situation in Chad, which shows a
consi stent pattern of gross violations of human rights.

The cont ext
2. In view of this situation, the FIDH and the LTDH have on severa

occasi ons requested that consideration of the situation of human rights in
Chad shoul d take place under the public procedure provided for in Econom c and
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Soci al Council resolution 1235 (XLIl). 1In the conclusion of her last report,
t he I ndependent Expert appointed by the United Nations Comm ssion on Human
Rights, Ms. MBam Diarra N Douré, nmade it clear that the public procedure
woul d be the nost appropriate one for consideration of the situation of human
rights in Chad. Nevertheless, the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts decided, at its
fifty-third session, to continue to consider the situation of human rights

in Chad under the Council's resolution 1503 (XLVIII) procedure, and to appoi nt
an i ndependent expert once again.

The human rights situation

3. The human rights situation in Chad is characterized by three main
factors: infringements of political rights, violations of the right to
physical integrity and violations of econonic and social rights.

4, Infringenents of political rights. The conditions in which

the 1996 presidential elections took place were such that it was not possible
to envisage the rapid establishnent of a denocratic reginme followed by a
denocratic exercise of power in Chad. It has in fact beconme clear that the
menbers of President Déby's clan (the Zaghawas) have nonopolized all the
positions of responsibility in the adm nistration and in the arny, and that
they enjoy total inpunity. This undenocratic exercise of power has had

obvi ous consequences for the political opposition, for the defenders of human
rights and for respect for the right to fairness in the admnistration of
justice.

5. A nunber of concordant reports refer to the existence of politica
prisoners in Chad. It was reported in Novenber 1996 that five officers,
accused of having given false information to the Head of State concerning a
possi bl e coup d' état fonented by persons fromthe Bourkou-Ennedi-Ti besti area,
were arrested on the orders of President Déby and were deported to Tibest

wi t hout having been tried. After having been held, probably in one of the
caves in the region that were al so used under the regi me of President Habré,
they were freed in June 1997. Likew se, a nunber of persons arrested on

8 August 1995 and inprisoned for having exercised their freedom of opinion
and who were | ater transferred a nunber of tinmes, were forcibly enrolled in
the ninth infantry regiment of the arnmy. At present, a dozen politica
prisoners, all arny officers, appear to be held in a subterranean prison in
Gabore, in the Tibesti area.

6. Thi s undenocratic exercise of power is also reflected in a distrust of
Chadi an civil society and, in particular, of associations for the defence of
human rights. The governnental authorities are placing many difficulties in
the way of the menbers of these associations who seek to carry out their
activities in freedom despite the valuable role they have pl ayed,
particularly in settling the conflict in northern Chad.

7. The FIDH and its affiliate the LTDH point out that the right to a fair
systemof justice is still denied in Chad. The courts are unable to ensure
respect for the |law, because of systemmtic intervention by the authorities in
its admnistration, in order to ensure either inmpunity for someone close to
the Governnent or the conviction of one of the Governnent's opponents.
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8. The right to physical integrity. The civil population of Chad still has
to face two main threats to its physical integrity: the continued existence
of “road bl ocking”, and sunmary executions.

9. The continued | ack of security throughout the country constitutes one of
the violations of physical integrity, and especially of freedom of novenent,
that are affecting the civil population. Econonmic difficulties within the
army are driving a nunber of soldiers to set up “road bl ocks”. People
travelling between towns are held up and robbed both by those manni ng such
checkpoi nts and by personnel at official checkpoints at the exits fromtowns.

10. Despite the lifting of the official telegraphic order

of 16 Novenber 1996 issued by the Specialized Units Commuand, stating:

“no thief nust have the benefit of any |egal procedure. |If in flagrante
delicto, his physical elimnation nust inmediately be carried out”, because
the authorities clained that “justice is powerless and corrupt”, the
associ ations for the defence of human rights are still recording dozens of
cases of sunmmary and arbitrary executions of nmen, women and chil dren

On 27 March 1997, a 12-year-old child was arrested followi ng a theft.

Al t hough rel eased on bond, he was once again arrested and then executed.
On 26 March 1997 a thief was executed at the foot of the grandstand on the
Pl ace de |'independance at Kounra. A woman was al so executed at the Gound
adm ni strative office.

11. Econom ¢ _and social rights. The per capita annual incone in Chad

is $122, which makes the country one of the poorest in the world. The

health indicators are very low nmalnutrition, |ack of access to drinking

wat er and the absence of health infrastructures create very serious problens.
Furthernmore, there is major discrimnation in access to education. Even given
this alarm ng situation, the Chadian authorities do not appear to be taking
the necessary neasures. For exanple, the agreenent concluded between the
Chadi an authorities and a group of petroleum nmultinationals does not appear
likely to benefit the civil population. On the contrary, this project, which
consists in devel opment of the Doba oilfields in southern Chad and in the
laying of a 1,100 km pipeline through Canmeroon, is liable to revive separati st
tension in the region and to divert limted resources which could be allocated
for health, education, environnental protection and health and supply

i nfrastructures.

Concl usi on

12. In view of this tragic situation, the FIDH and its affiliate the LTDH
consider it urgently necessary for the international conmunity to take action
and put an end to these flagrant and nmssive violations of human rights. They
call on the Sub-Comr ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
Mnorities to request the Comm ssion on Human Rights to consider the situation
of human rights in Chad under the public procedure provided for in Econom c
and Social Council resolution 1235 (XLIlI) and to appoint a Special Rapporteur
to exam ne the situation of human rights in Chad and to report to it at its
fifty-fifth session.



