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1997/... Prevention of discrimnation against and protection
of mnorities

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities,

Recal | i ng Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1995/ 24 of 3 March 1995
on the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic mnorities, in which the Conm ssion, inter alia, decided to
aut hori ze the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnmination and Protection of
Mnorities to establish, initially for a three-year period, an inter-sessiona
wor ki ng group consisting of five of its nenbers, to neet each year for five
wor ki ng days in order to pronote the rights of persons belonging to
mnorities,

Noti ng Conmi ssion resolution 1997/16 of 3 April 1997, in which it

commended the role of the Working Group on Mnorities as an inportant forum
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for the pronmotion of the rights of persons belonging to mnorities and
expressed its expectation that the Working G oup would further inplenment its
mandate as set out in Comm ssion resolution 1995/24, with the involvenent of a

wi de range of participants,

Havi ng consi dered the conprehensive report of the Wrking G oup on
M norities on its third session (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1997/18) and in particular the
concl usi ons and reconmendati ons contai ned in paragraphs 105 to 125 thereof,

Di sturbed at the wi despread occurrence of violent conflicts in many
parts of the world where ethnic or religious hostility is engendered and
expl oited by one or nore of the parties to the conflict,

Reiterating the need for States, mnorities and najorities to search for
peaceful and constructive solutions to problens affecting mnorities,

Enphasi zi ng the need for systemw de cooperation within the
United Nations to facilitate peaceful solutions to situations involving
mnorities,

Underlining the need for close cooperation between the Sub-Comr ssion
and the Commi ssion on Human Rights in this field,

1. Wel cones the substantive information subnmitted to the sessions of
the Working Group on Mnorities and the di al ogue engaged between mnorities
and Governnents, and the report of the Working Group on its third session
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 18) ;

2. Decides to transmt the report of the Wirking Goup on Mnorities
on its third session to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights for consideration

3. Recommends that the Comm ssion on Human Rights request the
Econom ¢ and Social Council to authorize the extension of the nmandate of the
Working Goup for a further three years with a viewto its hol di ng one session
annual | y;

4, Invites the Working Group to increase its cooperation with the
United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights with a view to strengthening
her preventive activities and enhancing her responses to mnority situations
warranting urgent action;

5. Appeals to all Governnents, intergovernnental organizations,
United Nations bodies, specialized agencies, non-governnental organizations
and scholars to continue to participate actively in the work of the Wrking

G oup;
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6. Invites the Working Group to el aborate and submt to the
Sub- Commi ssi on gui del i nes concerning the content and scope of the principles
contained in the Declaration on the Ri ghts of Persons Belonging to National or
Et hnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities, including concrete
recommendati ons for their inplenentation

7. Wel comes the seminar on nulticultural and intercultural education
hel d on 23 and 24 May 1997 and the recommendati ons thereof contained in
docunent E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 5/1997/WP. 5, and invites the Working Group to pursue
its efforts to organi ze further seminars, w thout financial inplications, in
accordance with the recomendations contained in its reports;

8. Recommends that the Working G oup continue the consideration of
the issue of citizenship and nationality within the context of mnority
rights;

9. Requests the Conmi ssion on Human Rights to invite States and
i ntergovernmental and non-governnental organizations to provide their coments
on The Hague Recommendati ons regardi ng the Educati on Rights of Nationa
M norities (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/AC. 5/1997/WpP. 3, annex) in accordance with
par agraph 111 of docunent E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1997/18;

10. Requests the Conmi ssion on Human Rights to invite States and
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to provide information on
good practices organi zed according to the principles contained in the
Decl aration, in accordance with paragraph 109 of docunent
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 18;

11. Recommends that mnority rights issues and programes for
intercultural education be nmade a core conmponent of the action plans for the
United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education

12. Recommends that the Human Rights Committee, the Conmittee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, the Conmittee on the Elimnation of
Raci al Discrimnation and the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child, when
considering States parties' reports, give particular attention to the
i npl enentation of, respectively, article 27 of the International Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights, article 15 of the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, article 2 of the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Racial Discrimnation and
article 30 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and include in their

gui delines an item concerning mnorities;
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13. Al so recommends that the treaty bodies, special rapporteurs,

speci al representatives and the rel evant working groups continue to pay due
regard, within their nmandates, to the principles contained in the Declaration
14. Requests the conpetent United Nations organs and bodi es and
i ntergovernmental and non-governnental organizations to intensify their
efforts to dissemnate information on the Declaration and to continue to
submit information on the application thereof to the Wrking G oup on
Mnorities in conpliance with article 9 of the Declaration
15. Recommends that the O fice of the United Nations H gh Conmm ssi oner
for Human Ri ghts be strengthened to enable it to provide adequate services to
the Working Group and to undertake rel evant studies, evaluation and action
16. Recommends the followi ng draft decision to the Comr ssion on Human
Ri ghts for adoption
“The Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, taking note of resolution ... of
August 1997 of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities, decides to request the Econom ¢ and Socia
Council to authorize the extension of the mandate of the Wbrking G oup
on Mnorities for a further three years with a viewto its holding one

session annual ly, nanely, in 1998, 1999 and 2000~



