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COORDI NATI ON, PROGRAMME AND OTHER QUESTI ONS:  PRCCLANATI ON
OF | NTERNATI ONAL YEARS

Argentina, Arnenia*, Australia, Austria*, Bangladesh, Bel gi unt,

Canada, Col onbia, Congo, Costa Rica*, Djibouti, El Salvador

Finl and, France, Germany, Honduras*, Hungary*, |cel and,

| ndonesia*, Ireland*, Jammica, Japan, Jordan, lLatvia, Lebanon

Luxenmbourg, Mal aysia, Mauritius*, Mexico, Mcronesia (Federated

States of )*, Mozanbi que, Nepal*, Netherlands, N caragua, Peru*,

Phi |l i ppi nes, Republic of Korea, Ronania, Senegal*, South Africa,

Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Tunisia, United Kingdomof Geat Britain

and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania*, United States
of America, Zanbia and Zi nbabwe*: revised draft resolution

International Year of Volunteers, 2001

The Econom ¢ and Soci al Council,

Recommends to the Ceneral Assenbly the adoption of the foll owi ng draft
resol ution:
“International Year of Volunteers, 2001
“The General Assenbly,
“Recalling its resolutions 2659 (XXV) of 17 Decenber 1970,
31/ 131 of 16 Decenber 1976, 31/166 of 21 Decenber 1976, 40/212 of
17 Decenber 1985 and 49/139 B of 20 Decenber 1994, and bearing in mnd

* In accordance with rule 72 of the rules of procedure of the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council .

GE. 97- 63122 (E)



E/ 1997/ L. 24/ Rev. 1
page 2

deci sion 96/ 32 of the Executive Board of the United Nations Devel opnent
Progranmme/ Uni ted Nations Popul ati on fund, in which the Executive Board
acknow edged the inportance of the contribution nmade by vol unteers
wor | dwi de and expressed its support for United Nations Volunteers
efforts to pronote further volunteer work,

“Taking into account its decision 35/424 of 5 Decenber 1980 and
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980

concerning guidelines for international years and anniversaries,

“Noting the significant contribution that volunteers make in their
own countries to inproving the welfare and realizing the aspirations of
their fellow citizens for inproved econom c and social well-being, and
the financing of their work largely through civil society, including the
private sector, as well as the inportant achi evenents of volunteers
assigned internationally to the attainnent of the devel opnent goals of
Menber States,

“Noting the assistance of United Nations Volunteers, in particular
to United Nations agencies and operations in the fields of social and
econom ¢ devel opnent, humanitarian aid and the pronption of peace,
denocracy and respect for human rights, above all in helping Iink these
efforts closely to the popul ations for whom they are intended,

“Also noting the inportance of new players taking the initiative
at local, national and international l|evels, particularly individuals
and organi zations of civil society, in partnership with CGovernnents, as
enphasi zed in the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Devel opment and the
Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social Devel opnent, *

“Bearing in mnd the conclusion of the Fourth Wrld Conference on

Worren, that wonmen shoul d be enabled to benefit fromlifelong I earning,
i ncl udi ng volunteer activity, 2 and noting that nuch volunteer activity
is performed by wonen and that such socially useful work should be

appropriately recogni zed and supported,

'Report of the World Summit for Social Devel opnent, Copenhagen., 6-12
March 1995 (United Nations publication E.96.1V.8), chap. I, resolution 1

2Report of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Winen, Beijing, 4-15 Septenber
1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 96.1V.13), chap. |
resolution 1, annex |1, para. 73.
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“Convinced that the need for volunteer effort is greater than
ever, in light of the adverse inpact of such gl obal problens as
envi ronnent al degradation, poverty, drug abuse and H V/ AIDS on the nore
vul nerabl e sectors of societies, and of the trend for civil society, in
partnership with governnent and the private sector, to assunme ever
greater responsibilities in the devel opnment process,

“Also convinced that a year designed to enhance the recognition

facilitation, networking and pronotion of volunteer service, with
particul ar enmphasis upon activity at the local level, could make a
significant contribution to generating increased awareness of the
achi evenents and the further potential of volunteer service, to
encouragi ng offers of service froma greatly expanded nunber of

i ndi vidual s and to channelling resources to enable the even greater

ef fecti veness of such service,

“Noting with satisfaction that the proposal for the year has
gai ned wi despread support within civil society,

“ 1. Procl aimse 2001 the International Year of Volunteers;

‘2. Invites Governnents, the United Nations system and
i ntergovernmental, volunteer and non-governnmental organizations and
conmuni ty- based organi zations to col | aborate and identify ways and neans
to enhance the recognition, facilitation, networking and pronotion of
vol unteer service in the preparations for and observance of the Year

“3. Desi gnates the United Nations Vol unteers progranmme, w thout
prejudice to existing priorities, as the focal point for preparations,
i mpl enentation and followup of the Year in close collaboration with the
United Nations system and encourages the United Nations Volunteers to
continue the process of close collaboration and partnership with
Governnments and international and national volunteer and
non- gover nnental organi zations, in particular, with regard to the
preparations for and inplenentation of the Year

‘4. Invites policy-making organs and the rel evant organi zations
of the United Nations systemto consider, in the context of their
substanti ve mandates, the principles and objectives of the Year, meking
special efforts through existing and new programes during the
period 1998-2001, and to pursue followup action to the Year for the

benefit of all countries and peopl es;
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“5. Appeal s to Menber States, as well as to all other
participants in the observance of the Year, to highlight 2001 as a
speci al occasion benefiting the peoples of the world in their quest for
a better life for all, based on the voluntary comm tment of individuals
and groups to nmake available their tinme and share their resources and
skills in favour of those | ess advantaged;

“6. Calls for a concerted pronotional and information canpaign
on behalf of the Year at national, regional and international |evels,
with strong participation of the nmass nedi a;

“7. Requests the Secretary-General to take specific neasures,
wi thin existing resources, through all the conmmunications nedia at his
di sposal, in particular within the mandates of the Departnent of Public
Informati on of the Secretariat, to give wi despread publicity to the
preparations for and observance of the Year and to dissen nate

i nformati on on the subject.”



