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1997/ .. Report of the Wirking Group on Contenporary
Forns of Sl avery

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities,

Taking note of the report of the Whrking G oup on Contenporary Forns of
Sl avery on its twenty-second session (E/ CN 4/ Sub.2/1997/13) and in particul ar
t he recomendati ons contained in chapter VI,

Deeply concerned at the information it contains relating to child and

bonded | abour, sexual exploitation, in particular of children, the traffic in
persons, migrant and donestic workers and sexual slavery during wartime,
Noting that the status of ratification of the Supplenentary Convention
on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices
Simlar to Slavery of 1956 and the Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of O hers of

1949 is still wunsatisfactory,
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Considering the necessity of pronoting the inplenentation of
i nternational norns and standards on trafficking in persons and exploitation
of the prostitution of others, and of strengthening the mechani sm of
i mpl enentati on of the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons
and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of O hers,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Wrking Goup on Contenporary

Forms of Slavery for its valuable work and in particular for its continued

broad approach and flexible nethods of work;

2. Recommends once again that the General Assenbly consider
proclaimng 2 Decenber as the day for the abolition of slavery in all its
forms;

I . PREVENTI ON OF TRAFFI C I N PERSONS AND EXPLO TATI ON
OF THE PROSTI TUTI ON OF OTHERS
3. Wel cones the outcone of the World Congress agai nst Conmer ci al

Sexual Exploitation of Children, held at Stockholmfrom 27 to 31 August 1996;

4, Recall s the adoption by the Commr ssion on Human Ri ghts of the
Programme of Action for the Prevention of the Traffic in Persons and the
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others (E CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1995/28/Add. 1);

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to invite all States to report
periodically to the Sub-Comr ssion on neasures adopted to inplenent the
Programme of Action and on the efficacy of such neasures;

6. Recommends that Governnents prohibit the advertising or
publicizing of sex tourismand that they do not facilitate other comrercia
activities involving sexual exploitation

7. Encour ages Governnents, in cooperation with the World Health
Organi zation and the Joint United Nations Programme on H V/ AIDS, to establish
specific projects for the protection of the victins of traffic in persons and
of prostitution fromthe risk of infection with H'V and the spread of AlDS;

8. Recommends that States take urgent measures, including neasures of
crimnal |aw and of cooperation with other States, designed to protect mnors
from exposure to or involvenent in pornography and requests the
Secretary-Ceneral to invite States to provide information on neasures taken or

al ready applicabl e;
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9. Invites the Secretary-General, in cooperation with the
I nternational Tel ecommunication Union, to continue to exam ne the adverse
effect on children of new technol ogies, such as the Internet, that are used to
pronmote, inter alia, child pornography and sex tourism

10. Recommends that national institutions for the prevention of
prostitution be established in all States in order to assist in the
rehabilitation and reintegration of victins of prostitution

11. Wel conmes the positive nmeasures taken by the World Tourism
Organi zation and professionals in the field of tourismto conbat sex tourism
and encourages the reinforcenent of such activities;

Il. SALE OF CHI LDREN, CHI LD PROSTI TUTI ON AND CHI LD PORNOGRAPHY

A. Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography

12. Takes note of the information on these problens subnmitted by the
Speci al Rapporteur in her report to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 95 and Add. 1-2);

13. Al so takes note of the information on these problens subnitted by

the participants at the twenty-second session of the Wrking Goup and
requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights to transnmit the
information to the Special Rapporteur, along with the reconmendati ons relating
to her mandate;

14. Requests the Special Rapporteur, within the framework of her
mandate, to continue to pay attention to issues relating to the traffic in
children, such as organ transplantation, disappearances, the purchase and sale
of children, adoption for commercial purposes or exploitation, child

prostitution and child pornography;

15. Strongly encourages the Special Rapporteur to participate in the
twenty-third session of the Wrking Group, in view of the inmportance of her
contribution to its deliberations;

B. Programme of Action for the Prevention of the Sal e of
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography

16. Encourages the Wrking Goup on a draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography to continue its work in elaborating a draft

optional protocol, and calls upon the Wrking Goup to outline a framework for
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i nternational cooperation to bring to an end all practices relating to the
sexual exploitation of children, including child sex tourism

17. Requests the Secretary-General to invite all States to
continue to informthe Wrking Goup of neasures adopted to inplenent
the Programre of Action for the Prevention of the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution and Child Pornography;

18. Encourages all Governnents to consider, in the context of the
Programme of Action, the creation of programmes ained at the socia
rehabilitation of all victinms of trafficking, prostitution and pornography, in
particul ar children, and requests international cooperation for establishing
and i npl enenting such programres;

C. Comercial sexual exploitation of children

19. Wel cones the dissem nation of the Declaration and Agenda for
Action of the Wrld Congress agai nst Conmerci al Sexual Exploitation of
Chi | dren;

20. Calls upon all States to nuster the political will to give
priority to this issue and to initiate through national debate and an
i ntersectoral dialogue a process which noves fromdeploring the issue to the
urgent adoption of a national agenda for action that includes the gathering of
gender - di saggregated data, indicators of progress, setting goals, a tinme-frane
for its inplenentation and national nonitoring mechani sns;

21. Calls for increased cooperation between and concrete
action-oriented neasures by States and international organizations;

D. Traffic in human organs and ti ssues

22. Notes the information subnmitted by the Secretary-General to the
Commi ssi on on Human Rights in accordance with Comm ssion resolution 1996/61 of
23 April 1996, in which the Conm ssion requested the Secretary-General to
exam ne, in cooperation with relevant United Nations agencies, in particular
the Worl d Health Organization and all rel evant non-governnental organizations,
the reliability of allegations regarding the renoval of organs and tissues of
children and adults for conmercial purposes in order to enable the Comm ssion
to deci de upon possible followup to this matter (E/ CN.4/1997/78);

23. Wl conmes the adoption by the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts of
resol ution 1997/20 of 11 April 1997, in which the Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-General to continue the exam nation of the reliability of

al  egations regarding the renoval of organs and tissues of children and adults
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for conmercial purposes and to include an analysis of this question in an
updated report to be submitted to the Conmission at its fifty-fifth session
in order to enable the Conmi ssion to deci de whether continued attention to
this question is required;

24. Encourages the World Health Organi zation to continue to pay
special attention to this issue, welconmes once again the recommendati on of the
World Health Organi zati on Advisory Conmittee on Health Research to set up a
task force on organ transplantation, and notes the report of its first meeting
held in Annecy, France, on 10 and 11 Cctober 1996;

I11. ELIMNATION OF THE EXPLO TATI ON OF CH LD LABOUR

25. Urges all States, while attenpting ultinmately to elim nate the
phenonmenon of child |abour, to adopt measures and regulations to protect child
| abourers, to ensure that their |abour is not exploited and to prohibit their
| abour in hazardous occupati ons;

26. Urges States that have not yet done so to ratify the rel evant
I nternational Labour Organization conventions, in particular the Forced Labour
Convention, 1930 (No. 29) and the Convention on the M nimum Age for Adm ssion
to Enpl oyment, 1973 (No. 138);

27. Calls for international cooperation in order to assist the States

concerned in their struggl e agai nst bonded | abour
28. Requests the Secretary-General to invite all States to informthe
Wor ki ng Group of neasures adopted to inplenent the Programme of Action for the
Eli mi nation of the Exploitation of Child Labour and to report to the
Sub- Commi ssi on and the Conmi ssion at their next sessions;
I'V. ERADI CATI ON OF BONDED LABOUR

29. Takes note with satisfaction of the pronul gation by certain States

of | aws agai nst bonded | abour, and appeals to their Governments to adopt al

necessary measures to ensure the full inplementation of such | aws;
30. Requests the specialized agencies, in particular the internationa

financial institutions and the devel opnment agencies of the United Nations, to

ensure that the projects they support do not, in any way, use bonded | abour
31. Recommends that CGovernnments cooperate with trade uni ons and

enpl oyers' organi zations at the national |level to address the probl em of

bonded | abour and that trade unions and enpl oyers' organizations at the |ocal

national and international levels utilize the existing structures of the

I nternational Labour Organization dealing with violations of the rel evant
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conventions concerning forced | abour, and encourages concerned

non- gover nment al organi zations to strengthen their activities for

di ssem nating informati on and advising trade unions in this regard;
V. FORCED LABOUR

32. Reaffirms once again that forced | abour is a contenporary form of
sl avery;
33. Decides to continue to give consideration to this issue at its

next session;
VI. M GRANT WORKERS
34. Decides to give priority to the consideration of the question of
domestic and mgrant workers at its next sessions;

35. Al so decides to continue to give particular attention to the

situation of girl children donmestic workers, and urges CGovernnents to ensure
that protective regul ations govern their enploynent situation and provide for
safe conditions of work;

36. Notes the difficult situation in which girl children are |iving

and the need for themto be provided with protection with a viewto their
full est human devel opnent and participation in the I[ife of their conmunity
bei ng ensured;
37. Urges States to ratify the International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of AIl Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their Fanmilies;
38. Al so urges States to take the necessary neasures to prohibit and
sanction the confiscation of passports belonging to mgrant workers, in
particul ar, mgrant donestic workers;

39. Strongly condemms practices of unequal treatment of m grant

wor kers and the denial of their human dignity;

40. Wl comes Commi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1997/ 15 of
3 April 1997 in which the Conm ssion decided to establish a working group
consisting of five intergovernnental experts on human rights and m grants;

41. Al so wel cones the conclusions and recommendati ons of the

United Nations semi nar on inmgration, racismand racial discrimnation held
in Geneva from5 to 9 May 1997, and requests the Secretary-Ceneral to
di ssem nate them wi dely

42. Recommends that non-governnental organizations give attention to
the grave problens affecting mgrant workers and provide the Working G oup

with information in this regard
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VII. |LLEGAL AND PSEUDO LEGAL ADOPTI ONS Al M NG AT
THE EXPLO TATI ON OF CHI LDREN
43. Takes note of the information received concerning cases of

chil dren adopted for comercial purposes and any other formof traffic;

44, Urges States to take adequate steps to regul ate and nonitor
i ntercountry adoptions better, in particular by ratifying the Hague Convention
on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption
of 1993;

45, Decides to continue to give consideration to this issue at its
next session;

VITI1. ELIMNATION OF VI OLENCE AGAI NST WOMVEN

A. Viol ence against wonen

46. Decides to give nore priority to exploring preventive neasures for
the elimnation of violence against wonen, in particular in situations of
armed conflict;

47. Wl conmes the work of the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst
wonen and notes her report (E/CN. 4/1997/47 and Add. 1-4);

48. Invites Governments, intergovernnmental organizations and
non- gover nment al organi zations to dissemnate widely the report of the Specia
Rapporteur and to inplenent the recomendati ons contained therein;

49. Decides to pay special attention to the next report of the Special
Rapporteur, which will focus on viol ence agai nst wonen during armed conflict;

50. Decides to transmt the information received concerning the sexua
expl oitation of wonmen and other fornms of forced |abour during wartinme to the
Speci al Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen and the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of systematic rape, sexual slavery and slavery-like practices during
peri ods of arned conflict;

51. Requests the Secretary-General to transmt the final report to be
prepared by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of systematic rape, sexua
sl avery and sl avery-like practices during periods of arnmed conflict to the
Wor ki ng Group at its next session

52. Invites the Special Rapporteur on violence agai nst wonmen and the
Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of systematic rape, sexual slavery and
sl avery-1like practices during periods of arned conflict to participate in the

twenty-third session of the Wrking G oup
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B. Sexual slavery during wartine, in particular during
the Second World War
53. Takes note of the information provided by the Governnent of Japan

as well as by other parties concerned, with regard to actions in relation to
the i ssue of women sex slaves during the Second World War, recognizing the
positive steps made so far towards the solution to this issue;

54. Encourages further efforts towards a constructive dial ogue;

55. Invites the Government of Japan to continue to cooperate with the
United Nations and the specialized agencies in this matter;

56. Decides to continue to consider this issue at its next session

I X. M SCELLANEQUS

57. Decides to biennialize the consideration of the issues of incest
and early marriage, including the consideration of ways to conbat incest and
sexual abuse of children inside the famly and the urgent need for adequate
help to be offered to victins of such practices;

58. Urges Governments to nmake confidential facilities available for
children to nake disclosure of the situation and to obtain advice and
assi st ance;

59. Urges Menber States to take adequate steps to punish severely the
perpetrators of this npbst heinous offence;

60. Requests the Secretary-General to seek the views and suggestions
of Member States and of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
on proposals for the future action of the Wirrking G oup with a viewto its
considering their replies at its forthcom ng sessions;

61. Appeals to all Governnents to send representatives to the neetings
of the Wbrking G oup;

62. Encour ages youth organi zati ons and young persons from vari ous
non- governmental organizations to participate in the neetings of the Wrking
G oup;

63. Recommends that the Human Rights Committee, the Conmittee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, the Conmittee on the Elimnation of

Di scrim nati on agai nst Wonen and the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child,



E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ L. 37
page 9

when exami ning the periodic reports of States parties, give particul ar
attention to the inplenentation of, respectively, articles 8 and 24 of the

I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, articles 10, 12 and 13
of the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights,
article 6 of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnation
agai nst Wonen and articles 32, 34 and 36 of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, and to include in their guidelines an item concerning contenporary
forms of slavery;

64. Recommends that the supervisory bodies of the International Labour
Organi zation and the Commttee on Conventions and Recommendati ons of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization give
particular attention in their work to the inplenmentation of provisions and
standards designed to ensure protection of children and other persons exposed
to contenporary fornms of slavery, such as the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography, the exploitation of child |abour, bonded
| abour and the traffic in persons;

65. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the conmttees
menti oned above, the special rapporteurs concerned and the Wbrking G oup on
Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances the recommendati ons of rel evance to
them and the report of the Wirking G oup

66. Wel cones again the adoption by the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts of
resol ution 1996/ 61 of 23 April 1996, in which the Comnm ssion requested the

Secretary-General to give effect to his decision to reassign to the Wrking
Goup a Professional staff nenmber of the Centre for Human Rights, as was the
case in the past, to work on a pernanent basis to ensure continuity and cl ose
coordi nation within and outside the Centre for Human Rights on issues relating
to contenporary fornms of slavery;

67. Again requests the Secretary-General to designate the High

Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights as the focal point for the coordination
of activities and the dissemnation of information within the United Nations
system for the suppression of contenporary fornms of slavery;

68. Notes that the Economic and Social Council, inits

resolution 1993/48 of 28 July 1993, approved the endorsenent by the Comm ssion
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on Human Rights of the recommendati on nade by the Sub-Commission in its
resol ution 1992/2 of 14 August 1992 that the arrangenents regarding the
organi zation of the sessions of the Wrking G oup on Contenporary Fornms of
Sl avery, as contained in Conm ssion decision 1992/115 of 3 March 1992, be
repeated in subsequent years;

69. Decides, in arranging its agenda, to meke provision for adequate
di scussion of the report of the Wbrking G oup near the comrencenent of each
session, thereby strengthening its involvenent in the activities of the
Wor ki ng G oup.



