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1997/ ... Pronption of dialogue on human rights issues

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities,

Gui ded by the Purposes and Principles of the United Nations,
particularly Article 1, paragraph 3, of the Charter, which stipulates that one
of the Purposes of the United Nations is to achieve international cooperation
in solving international problens of an economic, social, cultural, or
humani tarian character, and in pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human
rights and for fundanental freedons for all w thout distinction as to race,
sex, |l anguage, or religion

Underlining the principle, as elaborated in the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights in
June 1993, that enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human
rights is essential for the full achievement of the Purposes of the

Uni ted Nati ons,
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Recogni zi ng the inportance attached by the regional neetings, held prior
to the World Conference on Human Rights in Tunis from2 to 6 November 1992, in
San José from 18 to 22 January 1993 and in Bangkok from 29 March to
2 April 1993, of conducting dial ogues and consultations with a viewto
pronmoting uni versal respect for, and observance of, human rights and
fundanental freedons,

Acknow edging with great interest the strong views pronounced by nenbers

of the Sub-Comm ssion concerning the urgent need to increase dialogue in the
interest of the pronotion of human rights in all countries,

Deeply concerned at the possibility of human rights issues being used

for political purposes,
Wel coming the favourable conditions for international cooperation to
pronmote human rights provided by the ending of the cold war,

Noting with appreciation the statenent nmade on 5 August 1997 by the

Chairman of the fifty-third session of the Comm ssion on Human Rights, in

whi ch he recogni zed the inportance of cooperation and consultation, as well as
consensus-building with a view to enhancing the effectiveness of the

Sub- Commi ssion in promoting and protecting human rights,

1. Endorses the cooperative approach adopted by the nmenmbers of the
Sub- Commi ssi on, conducive to the acconplishnment of its nandate;

2. Encourages further and tinmely dial ogue, public or closed, anobng
the expert menbers of the Sub-Comm ssion, to facilitate the formul ati on and
adoption of resolutions and deci sions;

3. Invites nenbers of the Sub-Conm ssion and governnental and
non- gover nment al observers to carry out constructive dial ogue and
consul tations on human rights, so as to enhance understanding and to search
for effective and conmmonly agreed solutions to the pronotion and protection of
human rights in all countries, taking into account the inportant role of the
Sub- Commi ssion as a “think-tank”™ in this regard;

4, Decides to continue its consideration of the pronotion of dial ogue
and cooperation in the field of human rights, under the agenda item entitled
“Revi ew of further devel opnents in fields with which the Sub-Comm ssi on has

been or may be concerned”



