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The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

Mnorities,

Bearing in mnd that one of the purposes of the United Nations, as set

forth in the Charter, is the achievenent of international cooperation in
solving international problens of an economic, social, cultural or
humani tari an character, and in pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human
rights and fundanental freedons for all w thout discrimnation as to race,
sex, | anguage or religion,
Reaffirm ng the urgent need to recognize, pronote and protect nore
effectively the human rights and fundanmental freedons of indigenous peopl es,
Recal | i ng Econonic and Soci al Council resolution 1982/34 of 7 May 1982,
in which the Council authorized the Sub-Commr ssion to establish annually a

wor ki ng group on indi genous popul ati ons,
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Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Wrking G oup on

I ndi genous Popul ations on its fifteenth session (E/ CN. 4/Sub.?2/1997/14) and, in
particular, of its conclusions and recomendati ons,

Taking note also of Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1993/ 30 of

5 March 1993, in which the Commi ssion recommended to all thematic rapporteurs,
speci al representatives, independent experts and working groups to pay specia
attention, within the franework of their nmandates, to the situation of

i ndi genous peopl e,

Wl coming the decision of the Working G oup on | ndi genous Popul ations to
hi ghli ght specific thenes during its fifteenth session and the fruitfu
di scussions on issues relating to indigenous peoples and environnment, |and and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, and to indi genous peopl es and health,

M ndful of the relevant recomrendati ons adopted by the Wirl d Conference
on Human Rights, in particular those contained in Part |, paragraph 20 and
Part 11, paragraphs 28 to 32 of the Vienna Declaration and Programre of
Action (A/ CONF.157/23),

1. Expresses its deep appreciation to the Wrking G oup on

I ndi genous Popul ations and in particular to its Chairperson-Rapporteur
Ms. Erica-lrene Daes, for the inportant and constructive work accomplished
during its fifteenth session

2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmt the report of the
Working Goup on its fifteenth session to indigenous organi zations,
Governnents and i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations
concerned, as well as to all thematic rapporteurs, special representatives,
i ndependent experts and worki ng groups;

3. Requests that the report of the Wirking G oup be nmade available to
t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session

4, Recommends that the Working G oup cooperate as a body of experts
in any conceptual clarifications or analysis which mght assist the working
group established by the Comm ssion on Human Rights in its resolution 1995/ 32
of 3 March 1995 to el aborate further the draft United Nations declaration on
the rights of indigenous peoples;

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the
Wor ki ng Group for her supplenmentary working paper on the concept of
“i ndi genous peopl es” (E/ CN. 4/ AC. 4/ 1997/ 2);
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6. Recommends that the Working G oup on | ndigenous Popul ati ons, at
its sixteenth session, continue to address indigenous health and indi genous
I and rights issues, and to include “indi genous peoples: education and
| anguage” as the principal itemon the agenda of the sixteenth session

7. Requests the Secretary-General to invite CGovernnents,

i ntergovernmental organi zati ons and i ndi genous and non-gover nnent al
organi zations to provide information and data, in particular on matters

relating to “indi genous peoples: education and | anguage”, as well as health
and land rights, to be made avail abl e as background papers at the session

8. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts to encourage the
undertaki ng of studies with respect to the rights to food and adequate
nutrition of indigenous peoples, as they relate to their access to |and,
cultural heritage and health, and, as appropriate, call for an internationa
wor kshop on the thenme with the participation of Governnents, United Nations
bodi es, programmes and organi zati ons, and i ndi genous and non-governnenta
organi zations with a view to evaluating the present access to adequate food
and the nutritional status of indigenous peoples and to contributing to
practical measures to inprove the situation

9. Requests the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Goup to inform
the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for | ndigenous
Popul ati ons that the Wrking G oup on Indigenous Popul ations at its sixteenth
session will highlight education and | anguage i ssues, so that the Board can
bear this in mnd when it neets for its eleventh session

10. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare an annotated agenda for
the sixteenth session of the Wirking Group containing, inter alia, the
following items: standard-setting activities, including a sub-item on
“possi bl e future standard-setting activities, including guidelines or codes of
conduct for private sector energy and mining concerns”; review of
devel opnents, including sub-itens on “review of devel opments: genera
statements”, “review of devel opnents: indigenous peoples - education and
| anguage”, “review of recent devel opnments: health and indi genous peoples”;
study on indi genous peoples and their relationship to |and; a permanent forum
for indigenous peoples; the International Decade of the Wrld's Indi genous
Peopl e, including a sub-itemon “preparations for the md-point review of the
Decade”; and the study on treaties, agreements and ot her constructive

arrangenents between States and i ndi genous peopl es;
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11. Recommends that the Comm ssion on Human Rights request the
Econom ¢ and Social Council to authorize the Wrking Goup to neet for five
wor ki ng days prior to the fiftieth session of the Sub-Conm ssion;

12. Decides to reconmend the follow ng draft decision to the
Commi ssi on on Human Ri ghts for adoption:

“The Comm ssion on Hurman Ri ghts, taking note of

resolution 1997/... of .. August 1997, of the Sub-Comm ssion on

Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, endorses

the request of the Sub-Comm ssion to reconmend that the Econom c and

Soci al Council authorize the Wrking Goup on Indigenous Popul ations

to meet for five working days prior to the fiftieth session of the

Sub- Commi ssion.”



