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1997/ ... Permanent forumin the United Nations for indigenous peoples

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

Mnorities,

Gui ded by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the
I nternational Covenants on Hunan Ri ghts,

Bearing in mnd the reconmendati on contained in the Vienna Decl aration

and Programe of Action adopted by the Wirld Conference on Human Rights that

the establishnment of a permanent forumfor indigenous people in the

United Nations system should be considered (A/ CONF.157/23, para. I1. 32),
Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolutions 48/ 163 of 21 Decenber 1993 and

50/ 157 of 21 Decenber 1995 and Conmi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1997/ 30

of 11 April 1997

Deeply convinced that the establishnment of a permanent forum cannot be

considered as an alternative to the continued existence of the Wrking G oup

on | ndi genous Popul ati ons,
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Taki ng note of the reports of the workshops held in Copenhagen and
Santiago de Chile, in accordance with Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts
resol utions 1995/ 30 and 1997/ 30 respectively (E CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1995/7 and
Add. 1-3 and E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1997/ CRP. 1) ,

Taking into account the comments and suggestions of the nmenbers of the

Wor ki ng Group and other participants at the fifteenth session of the Wrking
Group on Indigenous Popul ations on this matter

1. Recommends that the permanent forum be established in the course
of the International Decade of the Wirld's |Indigenous People and that its
mandat e include, inter alia, questions relating to the rights of indigenous
peoples and all matters contained in the programme of activities for the
I nternational Decade;

2. Endorses in particular the recommendati on of the Santiago wor kshop
and the Working G oup on | ndigenous Popul ati ons that the Conm ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-fourth session consider how to further the process of
establishing a permanent forum for indigenous peoples in the United Nations,
inter alia through the drafting of concrete proposals to this effect, bearing
in mnd the possibility of submtting the matter to the Econonic and Socia
Council for action

3. Decides to reconmend to the Comm ssion on Hunan Rights the
following draft decision for adoption

“The Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, taking note of

resolution 1997/... of ... August 1997 of the Sub-Comm ssion on

Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, decides to

submt the question of the establishment of a permanent forumin the

United Nations for indigenous peoples to the Econonic and Soci al Counci

for its consideration.”



