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1997/ ... | npl enentation of the human rights of wonen and the girl child

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities,

Recalling its resolution 1996/21 of 29 August 1996 on the inplenentation
of the human rights of wonmen and the girl child,

Enphasi zi ng that the human rights of wonen and of the girl child are an
i nali enable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights,

Wel comi ng General Assembly resolution 51/65 of 12 Decenber 1996, in
whi ch the Assenmbly expressed its particular concern for the problem of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen m grant workers,

Recal ling the outconmes of the World Conference on Human Rights held in
Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993 ( A/ CONF. 157/23), the International Conference
on Popul ati on and Devel opnent held in Cairo from5 to 13 Septenber 1994
(A CONF. 171/ 13), the Copenhagen Declarati on on Social Devel opment and the
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Programe of Action of the World Summit for Social Devel opnment held in
Copenhagen from6 to 12 March 1995 ( A/ CONF. 166/9), and the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action adopted by the Fourth World Conference on Wnen held
in Beijing from4 to 15 Septenber 1995 (A/ CONF. 177/ 20),

Bearing in mnd the provisions of the Convention on the Elimnation of

All Forms of Discrimnation against Winen, the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman or
Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shment, the International Convention on the

Eli mination of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, as well as the Declaration on the Elimnination of Violence
agai nst Wonen,

Enphasi zi ng that the production and use of statistics di saggregated
by gender should be pronpted as a fundanental tool for identifying and
monitoring the participation of wonen in econonmic, political and socia
spheres, including education, managenment, and policy- and deci si on- maeki ng,

Wl coming the work and noting with appreciation the reports of the
Speci al Rapporteur of the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts on viol ence agai nst
wonen, its causes and consequences, M. Radhi ka Coomaraswany and of the
Speci al Rapporteur of the Sub-Conm ssion, Ms. Halima Enbarek Warzazi, on
traditional practices affecting the health of wonmen and children, the | atest
of which are contained in docunents E/ CN. 4/1997/47 and Add. 1-4 and
E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 10 and Add. 1, respectively,

Deeply concerned at the continuing reports of grave abuses and acts of

vi ol ence commtted agai nst wonen, and that some groups of wonen are especially
vul nerable to acts of discrimnation, violence and abuse based on gender
i ncl udi ng worren belonging to mnority groups, indigenous wonen, refugee wonen,
m grant workers, wonen living in rural comunities, wonen living in poverty,
worren with disabilities, elderly wonen, wonen in situations of armed conflict
and girl children

Convi nced of the need to elinmnate all forms of sexual violence and
sexual exploitation, including trafficking for the purposes of prostitution
ot her forns of commercial sex, donestic |abour and servile fornms of marriage,
whi ch are violations of the human rights of wonmen and girl children and are

i nconpatible with the dignity and worth of the human person
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Affirmng that all violations of the human rights of women in situations
of armed conflict, including in particular nurder, systematic rape, sexua
sl avery and forced pregnancy, are flagrant violations of international human
rights and humanitarian | aw,

Recogni zi ng that the advancenent of wonen in the process of devel opnent
requires a further elaboration of international principles of equality
regardi ng i nheritance |laws and practices,

1. Requests that, where appropriate, future studies subnmtted to the
Sub- Commi ssi on i ncl ude gender-di saggregated statistics and di scuss ways in
whi ch gender affects the various forns of abuse to which women are subjected,
t he consequences of those abuses, the availability and accessibility of
remedi es, the relationship between the abuses suffered by wonmen and the
subordi nate status of wonmen in public and private life, any gaps in existing
i nternational standards of protection and gender-specific recommendations to
remedy these viol ations;

2. Urges Governnents and non-governnental, national and internationa
organi zations to coll ect and di sseni nate gender-di saggregated statistics and
indicators to nonitor the representation and participation of wonen at al
| evel s of political, economic and social life, with special attention to
the inmpact of the nultiple barriers faced by nany wonen who exi st at the
intersection of discrimnation, based on race, gender and poverty;

3. Calls upon Governments to pronote and support the elimnation of
bi ases in educational systens to counteract gender segregation of the |abour
mar ket, enhance the enployability of women and effectively inprove wonen's
skills and broaden wonen's access to career choices, in particular in science,
new t echnol ogi es and other areas of potential expansion of enploynment;

4, Al so calls upon Governments to neasure and val ue through existing

and i nproved nmechani sms the unpaid work of wonen, such as work in agriculture,
food production, voluntary work, work in fam |y businesses, natural resource
managenment and donestic work, in order to evaluate fully the economc
contributions of wonen;

5. Urges Governnments to take increased neasures to ensure that the
econom ¢ and social rights of wonen are being fully pronoted and i npl enented
t hrough their equal access to econom c resources, including |and, property

rights and credit and savings schenes, such as wonen's banks and cooperati ves;
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6. Al so urges Governments to undertake nmeasures to harnoni ze nationa
| egi sl ati on and customary and traditional practices with internationa
principles of equality with respect to the right of inheritance of women and
girls;

7. Further urges CGovernnents, in order to prevent and elimnate al

forms of violence against wonen and girls, to adopt neasures for the effective
i mpl enentati on of the Declaration on the Elimnation of Violence against
Wnen and to ensure just and effective renmedi es and conpensation to victins,
taking into special consideration wonen who are at high risk of violence,
such as women m grant workers, refugee wonen and wonen in conflict situations;
8. Urges all Covernnents to ensure that protection against
gender-based crines is adequately reflected in all aspects of the Statute
and Rules that are currently being negotiated for an International Crimnal
Court, and in particular that the crinmes of rape, w despread or systematic
rape, sexual slavery, forced prostitution and other gender-based crimes are
addressed throughout the principles, definitions, and rul es of evidence and
procedure for an International Crimnal Court;
9. Calls upon all Governments that have not yet done so to ratify the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen,
Wi thout resort to reservations that are contrary to the object and purpose of
the Convention or otherw se inconpatible with international treaty |aw

10. Al so calls upon Governments to crimnalize trafficking in wonen

and girls in all its fornms and to condemm and penalize all offenders,
i ncl udi ng persons acting under governnental authority and internediaries,
whet her their offences were committed in their own or in a foreign country,
while ensuring that the victins of these practices are not penalized,

11. Calls upon the nultilateral financial institutions to take into
consideration in devel oping structural adjustment policies the need of
devel oping countries to allocate funds to ensure the econonic and socia
advancenent of wonen;

12. Calls upon the Secretary-GCGeneral to take all steps necessary
to ensure that the Cormittee on the Elinmination of Discrimnation against
Wonen has equal status and resources with other human rights treaty
nmoni tori ng bodi es and to strengthen coordi nati on anong these bodi es through
the systematic exchange of information and the convening of future round

tabl es to expl ore gender issues of comn concern
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13. Urges the Secretary-General, in cooperation with the Ofice of the
Speci al Advi ser on Gender |Issues and the Advancement of Wnen, to take the
necessary steps to strengthen the function of the Focal Point for Wnen and
to ensure the full inplenmentation of the strategic plan of action for the
i mprovenent of the status of wonen in the Secretariat and in particul ar
to fulfil his target of having wonen hold 50 per cent of managerial and
deci si on-nmaki ng positions by the year 2000 as reaffirmed by the
CGeneral Assenbly in resolution 51/67 of 12 Decenber 1996;

14. Ful ly supports the request of the Comm ssion on the Status of
Worren that the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts, the
United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees, the Special Rapporteur on
vi ol ence agai nst wonen and all other rel evant rapporteurs and working groups,
including treaty body experts, be invited to participate in the discussion at
the forty-second session of the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen on the
critical areas of concern “human rights of wonen” and “the girl child”;

15. Supports the decision of the Conmi ssion on the Status of W nen,
at its forty-first session, to renew the mandate of the in-session open-ended
wor ki ng group on the el aboration of a draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen
and urges the working group to accelerate its consideration of the devel opnent
of an optional protocol

16. Decides to consider nore fully the inplications of the Beijing
Platformfor Action for the work of the Sub-Commi ssion in such areas as wonmen
and poverty, the role of wonmen in global devel opment and the pronotion of
human rights, as well as additional neasures to conbat viol ence agai nst women,

including trafficking, at its fiftieth session under the sanme agenda item



