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COORDI NATI ON AND PROGRAMVE
PROCLAMATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL YEARS

Af ghani stan*, Andorra*, Argentina, Arnenia*, Austria*, Azerbaijan*,

Bangl adesh, Bhutan*, Brazil, Canbodia*, Canada*, China, Congo, Djibouti,
France, Georgia*, Germany, Guyana, ltaly*, Janmica, Jordan, Kazakstan*,
Kyrgyzstan*, Lebanon, Liechtenstein*, Mnaco*, Mngolia*, Nepal*, Peru*,
Republic of Ml dova*, Ronania, Slovenia*, Switzerland*, Tajikistan*, Thail and,

the fornmer Yugosl av Republic of Macedoni a*, Turkey, Turkneni stan*, Ukraine*
and Uzbekistan*: draft resolution

Proclamation of an international year of nountains

The Econom ¢ and Soci al Council,

M ndf ul that nountains represent an essential conponent of the gl oba
life-support systemand a positive asset offering opportunities for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, if adequately nanaged on the basis of the best
avail abl e scientific know edge and with due regard to the protection of nature
and the interests of humanki nd,

Recogni zi ng that, as a nmmjor ecosystemrepresenting the conpl ex and
interrelated ecol ogy of this planet, nountains are essential to the surviva

of the global ecosystem and play an inportant role in shaping life on Earth,

* In accordance with Rule 72 of the Rules of Procedure of the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council.
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Noting that mountains are an inportant source of water, energy,
m nerals, forest and agricultural products and biological diversity, which are
all of vital inmportance to both individual States and the internationa
comunity,

Bearing in mnd that nmountains cover at |east one fifth of the Earth's

| andscape and are hone to at |east 10 per cent of the world' s popul ation
predom nantly econonically poor people,

Recogni zi ng that sustaining life in nountains is economcally and
socially nmore costly than in | ow and areas and concerned about the w despread
poverty, unenploynent and poor health anpng nountain inhabitants and the | oss
of indi genous know edge,

Confirmng that at the United Nations Conference on Environnment and
Devel opnent, held at Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the international comunity
recogni zed that there was a | ack of know edge about npuntain ecosystens and
called for renewed international and regional cooperation to devel op an
i ntegrated approach for conserving, upgrading and using the |and, water
pl ant, ani mal and human resources and pronoting alternative |livelihood
opportunities for nountain inhabitants with a view to inproving their |iving
st andar ds,

Wel comi ng, the various regional and subregional initiatives and
i nternational instrunments, such as the Al pine Convention, which provide
framewor ks for international cooperation for the protection of mountain
envi ronnents,

Recalling its decision 1995/235 of 17 July 1995 on the report of the
Commi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and taking note of the decisions of the
CGeneral Assenbly at its nineteenth special session on the overall review and
apprai sal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21

Bearing in nmnd that an international conference entitled “Muntain

research: challenges and prospects in the twenty-first century” was held at
Bi shkek, Kyrgyzstan from 14 to 18 October 1996 and adopted a decision to draw
the attention of the international community to the exceptional inportance of
mount ai n ranges for mankind and to propose that the General Assenbly declare
an international year of mountains

Recalling its resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980, in which it recognized

that the celebration of international years can pronote internationa
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cooperation and understanding in accordance with the gui delines contained
t herei n,

1. Invites Governments, in cooperation with relevant internationa
and regional organizations, to undertake awareness-raising activities on the
probl ems and chal | enges faced by mpuntai nous countries and comrunities;

2. Encour ages Governnents and intergovernnental organizations to
coordi nate regional and international cooperation and facilitate the exchange
of information and experience anong the specialized agencies and rel evant
i nternational and regional organizations, research institutions and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons on the issues related to nmountain regions,

i ncludi ng the manageability and interaction of nountains and the econony, the
i mpact of nountains on the socio-economni c devel opnent of countries, the
sust ai nabl e hunan devel opnent and the like;

3. Wl conmes and supports the ongoing efforts to prepare and negoti ate

subregi onal and interregional agreenents on nountains, thus reinforcing | ega
mechani sms to protect fragile nountain ecosystens and pronote sustainable and
equi tabl e devel opment in mountain regions;

4. Encour ages regi onal, national and international networking of
people's initiatives and the activities of international, regional and |oca
non- gover nment al organi zati ons worki ng on nountain devel opnent, and supports
those organi zations in their efforts to exchange informati on and experi ence;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with Governnents
and relevant international, regional and non-governnental organizations, to
submt to it at the substantive session of 1998 a report on the desirability
of proclainmng an international year of nountains and on other ways and neans

of ensuring the sustainable devel opnment of nountain countries.



