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| have the honour to transmt herewith a letter dated 15 August 1997,
addressed to you by H's Excellency M. Aytud Pl iner, Representative of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus (see annex).

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex woul d
be circulated as a docunent of the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly,
under agenda item 58, and of the Security Council

(Signed) Hiseyin E. CELEM
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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ANNEX
Letter dated 15 August 1997 from M. Aytud Pl Gner
addressed to the Secretary-CGenera
Upon instructions fromny Government, | have the honour to refer to the

letter dated 7 August 1997, addressed to you by the G eek Cypriot representative
at the United Nations in connection with the agreenment signed between Turkey and
t he Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus on the establishnment of an Associ ation
Counci | (A/51/961-S/1997/624).

In the first instance, | wish to underline that Turkey and the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus are two sovereign States which formally recognize
each other and, as such, any attenpted interference by the G eek Cypriot
administration with this reciprocal relationship is unwarranted and beyond its
| egal or noral authority.

The Greek Cypriot representative at the United Nations, in an obvious
attenpt to cover up the Greek Cypriot side's exclusive responsibility for the
continuing conflict on the island since 1963, has once again described Northern
Cyprus as "Turkish-occupied areas". |In fact, the only occupation in Cyprus is
the 34-year-old usurpation and continued occupation of the seat of Governnent of
the 1960 partnership Republic of Cyprus by the Greek Cypriot side. By using its
illegal status as the so-called "Governnment of the Republic of Cyprus", the
Geek Cypriot side is engaged in a wide range of activities which are harnful to
the basic rights and interests of the Turkish Cypriot side, including the
per petuati on of the inhuman enbargoes and restrictions which seek to isolate the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus fromthe international comunity.

Moreover, with its illegal and unilateral bid for European Union nenbership
in the name of "Cyprus", the Greek Cypriot side, which conplains about the
present division of the island, is actually acting to consolidate it. The Geek
Cypriot side obviously lacks the political will for a bi-zonal settlement in
Cyprus, based on the sovereign equality of the two sides, and has concentrated
all its efforts towards achieving integration with G eece through European Union
nenbership as a second Geek State in contravention of the 1960 Treaties on
Cyprus, which preclude the nenbership of Cyprus in any internationa
organi zation and pacts of alliance in which Greece and Turkey are not both
nenbers.

It will be recalled that the Presidents of Turkey and the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus, in a joint declaration dated 20 January 1997, announced t hat
each and every unilateral step by the Greek Cypriots towards European Union
nenbership, prior to a settlement and in the absence of Turkey's own nenbership
in the Union, would inevitably accelerate the integration process through closer
ties between Turkey and the Turki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus, and that every
neasure woul d be taken to reverse the continued isolation of the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus fromthe international conmunity.

In spite of the above, and contrary to the rule of |law and to the guiding
principles set out by the United Nations in the search for a negoti ated
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settlenent in Cyprus, the Geek Cypriot side is unjustly treated as the sole
interlocutor for "Cyprus". This one-sided approach has been repeated in the
recent "Agenda 2000" report of the European Conm ssion, which envisages the
openi ng of accessi on negoti ati ons between the European Uni on and South Cyprus in
the absence of a political solution and in total disregard of the current
realities and the 1960 Treaties on Cyprus. This would certainly deal a fata

bl ow to the process of negotiations between the two sides, already seriously
marred by an increasingly intransigent attitude displayed by the G eek Cypriot
side at the talks. The decision of the European Union to open nenbership talks
with the Greek Cypriot side, under the circunstances, can only heighten G eek
Cypriot aspirations to derogate the Turkish Cypriot people fromits status as
co-founder to that of a "minority" within a Geek Cypriot State, to water down
the 1960 guarantee system and bi-zonality and no doubt eventually to destroy the
essential paranmeters of a settlenment in Cyprus.

In the face of those devel opments, on 20 July 1997, Turkey and the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus announced a nunber of neasures which woul d be
i mpl ement ed towards econom ¢ and financial integration to alleviate the effects
of the illegal enbargoes on the Turkish Cypriots and to forge closer ties in
defence and foreign policy with a viewto protecting the legitimate interests of
t he Turki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus.

The two countries singed an agreenment on 6 August, upon the working visit
to the island by the Foreign Mnister of Turkey, M. Ismail Cem to establish an
Associ ation Council, as foreseen in the joint statement of 20 July, which would
be entrusted with the task of determining neasures for partial econom c and
financial integration and cl oser association in security and foreign affairs.

Clearly, no one should expect the Turkish Cypriot side to sit idly by,
wi t hout taking any action, as the unjust, irresponsible and dangerous
consequences of the illegal and coercive "process" initiated by the G eek
Cypriot side unfold. The agreenent signed on 6 August is nothing beyond a
legitimate sel f-defence nechani smestablished in the face of incessant G eek
Cypriot attenpts to inpose its will on the Turkish Cypriot side.

It isironic that the Greek Cypriot administration, which criticizes the
Tur ki sh Cypriot side for taking neasures to defend its rights and interests
t hrough establishing closer ties with Turkey, is on the one hand | eaving the
Turki sh Cypriot side with no alternative in the face of the policies it is
pursui ng and, on the other, is itself actively working towards full integration
with Greece. It is noteworthy in this context that mlitary integration between
the Greek Cypriot adm nistration and G eece, which has been speedily inplenented
since the inception of the so-called "joint defence doctrine" in 1993, is
virtually conplete. After an unprecedented build-up of arnms and arnmed forces
over the last decade, including the hiring of professional soldiers fromG eece
and the acquisition of tanks and missiles fromvarious sources, the G eek
Cypriot adminstration is preparing to i naugurate the newy constructed Paphos
mlitary airbase, which is to be put to the service of the Greek air force. The
G eek Defence Mnister, M. Akis Cohachopoul os, is expected to be present at the
i naugurati on cerenmony to be held in Cctober, and a nunber of Greek F-16 fighters
are scheduled to arrive and | and at the Paphos airbase at that time (G eek
Cypriot press of 11 August 1997). |In addition, the construction of a naval base
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in Zyghi, South Cyprus, for use by the G eek navy is al so proceedi ng.
Furthernore, it is reported that the sophisticated S-300 missile system
purchased by the Greek Cypriot admnistration will becone operational in the
spring of 1998, and that the Greek Cypriot mlitary personnel to operate the
systemw || be trained by the supplier country before its deploynent in South
Cyprus (Geek Cypriot daily To Vima dated 10 August 1997).

The G eek Cypriot side should refrain from pursuing policies which further
conplicate the search for a solution and engage in a meani ngful dialogue with
the Turkish Cypriot side rather than nerely attending the talks for tactica
reasons, namely, to buy tine until European Union accession tal ks are schedul ed
to begin and to provide a snokescreen for its reckless policy of mlitary
escalation. |If the Geek Cypriot side is for a negotiated settlenent in Cyprus
it must cone to terms with the existing realities and adhere to the basic
paraneters of a settlenent that takes into account the political and sovereign
equality of the two sides and al so saf eguards the bal ance between Turkey and
Greece emanating fromthe 1960 Treaties

| should be grateful if the present letter could be circulated as a
docunment of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 58, and of the Security
Counci |

(Signed) Aytuy PLUMER
Representative
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus



