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1997/ ... Traditional practices affecting the
health of wonen and the qgirl child

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities,

Recalling its resolution 1996/19 of 19 August 1996,

Considering that fermale genital nutilation is a cultural practice which
profoundly affects the physical health and nmental health of the girl child and
of women who are its victins,

Recalling that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, inits
article 5, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, in
its article 7, proclaimthat no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,

i nhuman or degradi ng treatnent or punishnent,

GE. 97- 13457 (E)



E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ L. 15
page 2

Bearing in m nd General Assenbly resolution 843 (1X) of 17 Decenber 1954
whi ch, considering that certain custons, ancient |laws and practices relating
to marriage and the famly are inconsistent with the principles enunciated in
the United Nations Charter and in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
urged all States to take all appropriate nmeasures with a view to abolishing
t hem

Recal ling the obligations undertaken by all States which have ratified
the international human rights covenants, the Convention on the Elimnation of
Al Fornms of Discrimnation Against Women and the Convention on the Rights of
the Child,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report submitted by the
Speci al Rapporteur, Ms. Halim Enbarek Warzazi (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1997/10 and
Add. 1) ;

2. Draws attention to article 5 of the Convention on the Elimnation

of Al Fornms of Discrimnation Against Wonren which provides that States
parties shall take all appropriate nmeasures to nodify the social and cultura
patterns of conduct of nen and wonen, with a view to achieving the elimnation
of prejudices and customary and all other practices which are based on the
idea of the inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes;

3. Recalls that article 24 of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child expressly calls on States parties to take all effective and appropriate
measures with a view to abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to the
health of children

4, Fully supports the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action

adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights in June 1993, which proclains
t hat gender-based violations, including those resulting fromcultura
prejudice, are inconpatible with the dignity and worth of the human person and
must be el im nated;

5. Appeals urgently to States to inplenent the Plan of Action on the

elimnation of traditional practices affecting the health of wonmen and
children (E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1994/10/ Add.1 and Corr.1);

6. Takes note with satisfaction of the progress achi eved by certain

Governnments in their struggle against harnful traditional practices and, in

particul ar, against fermale genital nutilation
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7. Regrets, however, the small nunber of answers received, in
particular fromthe CGovernnents concerned, on the inplenentation of the Plan
of Action;

8. Expresses its concern at the recent obstacles encountered by the

canpai gn against female genital nutilation in certain countries;

9. Lends its support to the CGovernnents and to the non-governnent al

organi zations of the countries concerned and of all countries facing a simlar
situation in order that they may continue to work towards the tota
elimnation of this cultural practice;

10. Appeal s to all States concerned to intensify efforts to devel op
awar eness of and to nobilize national public opinion concerning the harnfu
effects of the practice, in particular through education, information and
training, in order to achieve the total elimnation of female genita
mutil ation;

11. Al so appeals to the international community to provide its

mat eri al, technical and financial support to the non-governnental
organi zations and to the groups that are working with dedication to achieve
the total elimnation of this cultural practice that is harnful for girl
chil dren and wonen;

12. Commends the intergovernnental organizations concerned for the
i mportant contribution they are making to the efforts to elimnate harnfu
traditional practices and invites themto continue their activities ained at
supporting and strengthening the efforts being nade by national and | oca
organi zati ons engaged in this struggle;

13. Requests the Special Rapporteur to subnmit to the Sub-Comr ssion
at its next session, her followup report on the situation regarding the
elimnation of traditional practices affecting the health of women and

children, in the franework of the Plan of Action



