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1997/... Racismand racial discrimnation

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities,
Recalling its resolution 1996/8 of 23 August 1996, in which the
Sub- Commi ssi on expressed its full support for the convening, as soon as
possible, of a world conference to conmbat raci smand racial discrimnation
Wel comi ng Comm ssion on Human Rights resolution 1997/ 74 of
18 April 1997, in which the Conm ssion recommended that the General Assenbly
convene a worl d conference on raci smand racial discrimnation, xenophobia and
rel ated intolerance not |ater than the year 2001 and noted the inportance of
taki ng a gender perspective into account throughout the preparation of the
conf erence,
Wel comi ng al so Economnic and Soci al Council resolution 1997/38, in which

t he Council endorsed the call for the General Assenbly to convene a world
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conference on racismand related intol erance not |ater than the year 2001 and
expressed the view that the conference itself should be action-oriented, with
a focus on practical measures to eradicate racism

Wel coming further General Assenbly resolution 50/136 of
21 Decenber 1995, in which the Assenbly decided that the internationa
comunity in general and the United Nations in particular should give the
hi ghest priority to programes for combating racismand racial discrimnation
and Assenbly resolution 51/81 of 12 Decenber 1996 in which the Assenbly
expressed its regret at the lack of interest, support and financial resources
for the Third Decade to Conbat Racial Discrimnation and Racial Discrimnation
and its Programe of Action,

Expressing its gratitude to the Conmttee on the Elimnation of Racial

Di scrimnation for reconmendi ng future Sub-Commi ssion studies that could
usefully contribute to the work of the Committee,

Noting with grave concern the persistence of racismand the energence of

new fornms of racial discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated intol erance,
i ncl udi ng new policies based on racial, religious, ethnic, cultural and
nati onal superiority or exclusivity,

Al arnmed, noreover, at the increasingly violent forns of racism and
racial discrimnation in different parts of the world which constitute a grave
threat to the building of a social order where all human rights can be
realized,

Recogni zing, in particular, that the 400-year tragedy of plantation
slavery in the Anericas continues to be felt throughout the hem sphere, and
that African diaspora conmunities in the Americas continue to suffer fromthe
| egal, political and econonic |egacies of the slave trade, so that today Bl ack
comunities in the Anericas are anong the poorest of the poor and poverty is
an imutable fact of life for the majority of peoples of African descent
living in the Anmericas,

Consci ous that there exists a connection between the grow ng probl em of
raci smand racial discrimnation and gl obal social and econom c devel opnents,

i ncluding the wi dening gap between rich and poor within and between countri es,

Deeply concerned that the Programre of Action for the Third Decade to

Conbat Raci sm and Raci al Discrimnnation has renmained |argely uninpl enented,
Convi nced that the increasing danger of racismand racial discrimnation

must be met by a concerted response by the international community
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conmensurate with the threat posed to the realization of the objective of the
Charter of the United Nations to pronote universal respect for, and observance
of , human rights and fundanental freedons for all

Recalling the two World Conferences to Conbat Raci sm and Raci al
Di scrimnation, held at Geneva in 1978 and 1983,

Convi nced that the convening of a third world conference to conbat
raci smand racial discrimnation in the near future would send a clear signa
of the determ nation of the world community to deal decisively with the
scourge of racismand would be an inportant opportunity for devel opi ng
conprehensive, action-oriented strategies to conbat racismand racia
di scrim nation,

1. Encourages States that have not yet ratified the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Racial Discrimnation to do so,
with a viewto eradicating all fornms of racial discrimnation within their
territories and appeals to States parties to the Convention to subnit their
reports to the Conmttee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation in a
timely manner;

2. Calls upon Menmber States to contribute generously to the Trust
Fund for the Progranme for the Decade for Action to Conmbat Raci sm and Raci a
Di scrimnation

3. Requests the Secretary-General to take every neasure, including
those approved by the General Assenmbly in its resolutions 48/91 of
20 Decenber 1993 and 49/146 of 23 Decenber 1994 and in the progranme budget
relating to the activities of the Third Decade, to ensure the inplenmentation
of the recommendati on by the General Assenbly to establish a focal point on
racismwi thin the Centre for Human Rights for the coordination of activities
under the Third Decade;

4, Calls upon the Working Group on Mnorities to consider how the
Sub- Commi ssion in its future work m ght usefully address the continuing | egal
political and econonic |egacies of the African slave trade, as experienced by
Bl ack communi ti es throughout the Anericas;

5. Expresses its full support for the convening of a world conference

to conbat racismand racial discrimnation not |later than the year 2001, as
recommended by the Conmi ssion on Human Rights in its resolution 1997/74 and

t he Econonmi ¢ and Social Council inits resolution 1997/ 38;
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6. Calls upon Menmber States to respond positively to the proposal to
convene a worl d conference to conbat raci smand racial discrimnation

7. Confirms its readiness to contribute actively at every stage of
the preparations for a world conference to combat raci smand racia
di scrim nation;

8. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
submt to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights a report on the status of
preparations for the world conference to conbat raci smand racial
di scrimnation and the ways and neans in which the Sub-Conm ssion and ot her
rel evant bodi es can contribute to the tasks the Comm ssion proposed be
entrusted to it as the preparatory committee for the world conference to
conbat racismand racial discrimnation

9. Expresses its belief that the world conference to conbat raci sm

and racial discrimnation should carefully consider the conplicated interplay
of discrimnation based on race and discrim nation based on other grounds,
such as gender;

10. Proposes to hold in 1998, jointly with the Cormittee on the
El i m nati on of Racial Discrimnation, wthout financial inplications, an
expert seminar that will explore in depth, inter alia, the issues put forward
by the Cormittee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimnation for further study
by the Sub-Conm ssion (see E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1997/31), and determ nes, in addition
to continue to explore other opportunities to collaborate with and support the
work of the Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation

11. Resol ves that the Sub-Conmi ssion should strive in all of its work
to include disaggregated data on the extent to which direct or indirect
di scrimnation and viol ati ons of econonmic, social or cultural rights may be
linked to racial, ethic or gender distinctions;

12. Invites all organi zations and bodies of the United Nations, and
particularly the special procedures of the Comm ssion on Human Rights, to the
extent appropriate within their nandates, to include an assessnent of race and
ethnicity factors in the conduct of their respective programmes of work
including all reporting under international human rights instrunents and
mechani sns;

13. Notes the work of the Special Rapporteur on contenporary forns of

raci sm racial discrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance and calls
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upon both Menmber States and the Secretary-General to provide the Specia
Rapporteur, wi thout delay, with all necessary assistance and resources to

enable himto carry out his full nandate;
14. Takes note with satisfaction of the recommendati ons adopted by the

Semi nar on Inmgration, Racism and Racial Discrimnation organized by the High
Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights from5 to 9 May 1997, requests that the
recommendati ons be widely distributed, and expresses the hope that the
Commi ssion's working group of intergovernnmental experts on the protection of
the human rights of migrants will take the conclusions and recommendati ons of
the Sem nar into consideration during its deliberations;

15. Decides to give full attention to these issues at its fiftieth

sessi on under the sane agenda item



