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Report of the Secretary-Genera

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. Inits resolution 51/45 F of 10 Decenber 1996, entitled "Measures to curb
the illicit transfer and use of conventional armnms", the CGeneral Assenbly

requested the Secretary-General to submit a report to it at its fifty-second
session on the effective inplenentation of the resolution

2. In paragraph 2 of resolution 51/45 F, the General Assenbly invited Menber
States to provide the Secretary-Ceneral, by 15 April 1997, with rel evant

i nformation on national control neasures on arns transfers with a viewto
preventing illicit arnms transfers. In paragraph 3 of the sane resolution, the
Assenbly al so invited Menber States to provide the Secretary-General with their
views on (a) effective ways and neans of collecting weapons transferred
illicitly, in particular in the |light of experience gained by the United
Nations; and (b) concrete proposal s concerning neasures at national, regiona
and international levels to curb the illicit transfer and use of conventiona
arns. In paragraph 4 (a), the Assenbly requested the Secretary-General to
submt a report containing the views expressed by Menber States, and in
paragraph 4 (b), it requested himto report on the effective inplenmentation of
the resol ution.

3. The Secretary-General draws attention to the guidelines for internationa
arns transfers in the context of General Assenbly resolution 46/36 H of

6 Decenber 1991. These guidelines were devel oped by the United Nations

Di sar manent Conmi ssion and are included in the note by the Secretary-General

* A/ 52/150.
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entitled "A conpilation of all texts of principles, guidelines or
recomendati ons on subject itens adopted unani nously by the D sarmanent

Conmmi ssion" (A/51/182). The Secretary-General reiterates the need for the

i mpl ement ati on of the guidelines through practical neasures. The nature and
scope of the illicit arnms trade is discussed in detail in an earlier report of
the Secretary-General on ways and neans of pronoting transparency in
international transfer of conventional arnms (A/46/301). The report of the
Secretary-Ceneral on assistance to States for curbing the illicit traffic in
smal | arnms and col l ecting them (A 52/264) refers to the actual experiences of
West African States in this field of growing international concern

4. The reply received in response to paragraph 4 (a) of resolution 51/45 F is
reproduced in section |l below. Should the Secretary-General receive further
replies from Menber States, they will be issued as addenda to the present
report.

I1. 1 NFORMATI ON RECElI VED FROM GOVERNMENTS
EUROPEAN UNI ON
[Oiginal: English]
[4 June 1997]

1. Wth reference to paragraphs 2 and 3 of resolution 51/45 F on neasures to
curb the illicit transfer and use of conventional arms, the European Union (EU)
would Iike to provide the follow ng common reply to the Secretary-General

2. In May 1996, the United Nations Di sarnmanent Conmi ssi on adopted guidelines
for international arnms transfers and the General Assenbly endorsed the
guidelines in its resolution 51/47 B. EU participated actively in the process
of formulating the guidelines. EU views the adoption by consensus of this set
of norns for international arns transfers as an encouragi ng devel opnent. It is
a recognition of the fact that the United Nations, in keeping with its overal
purposes and principles, has a legitimate role to play in the field of arns
transfers and that responsible behaviour in arns transfers by all States is

i mportant for the maintenance of international peace and security.

3. As stated in the guidelines, the problemof the illicit trafficking in arms
has a social and humanitarian conponent in addition to its technical, econonic
and political dimensions. |Illicit arnms trafficking often has far-reaching

negative effects, in particular for the internal security and soci o-econonic
devel opnent of affected States and nei ghbouring countries.

4. EUis of the viewthat illicit trafficking in arns, especially in snal
arns, has contributed to increasing stability and even the breakdown of soci al
order, as recent conflicts on the African continent have illustrated. Illicit

arns trafficking can al so have negative effects on rehabilitation and
reconstruction in affected countries.
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5. States receiving arnms have a responsibility to seek to ensure that the

quantity and | evel of sophistication of their arnms inports are conmensurate with
their legitimte self-defence and security requirenents and that they do not
contribute to instability and conflict in their countries or regions.

6. EU considers that further clarifications could be helpful in order to focus
better on the distinction between the legal and illicit transfer of armanents.
In the case of legal transfers under the responsibility and control of States,
there exi st a nunber of neasures that help ensure that such transfers do not

| ead to excessive and destabilizing accunul ati ons of conventional weapons.

Conpr ehensi ve national controls on arns exports and effective enforcenment of
these controls are essential, as well as increased transparency in internationa
arns transfers, in particular through the subm ssion of returns to the United
Nations Regi ster of Conventional Arns. EU encourages all United Nations Menber
States to submit their national data to the Register in full and on tine.

7. In the case of illicit transfers, which often rely on crimna

organi zations, countries should focus on inproved national |egislative neasures
and their effective inplenentation, and on inproving international cooperation
and coordination to prevent illegal transfers, including custons and police
cooperati on.

8. Inits resolution 50/70 J of 12 Decenber 1995 on measures to curb the
illicit transfer and use of conventional weapons, the General Assenbly invited
Menber States to take appropriate and effective nmeasures to seek to ensure that

illicit transfers of arms were immediately discontinued. |In response, the EU
nenber States affirnmed that they adhered strictly to all arms enbargoes by the
Security Council and EU, and took all possible neasures to prevent illega

exports of arms and mlitary material

9. Inits resolution 50/70 B, the General Assenbly invited the Secretary-
General to establish a panel of governmental experts on small arns. The panel
was established to assist the Secretary-CGeneral in preparing a report on the
types of snmall arnms and |ight weapons actually being used in conflicts being
dealt with by the United Nations, the nature and causes of the excessive and
destabi |l i zing accumul ation and transfer of small arns and |ight weapons,
including their illicit transfer and trade, the ways and neans to prevent and
reduce the excessive and destabilizing accumul ation and transfer of snmall arns
and |ight weapons, with particular attention to the United Nations in this field
and to the conplenentary role of regional organizations, for subm ssion to the
Assenbly at its fifty-second session

10. Three experts fromthe EU nenber States are nenbers of the panel. EUis
| ooking forward to the report and the reconmmendati ons therein

11. In its comon reply to resolution 50/70 B, EU noted that small arns
accounted for the greatest percentage of deaths and injuries in many arned
conflicts. They may have serious destabilizing effects on the regions
concerned. The question of small arms acquisition depends, to a |l arge extent,
on responsi bl e national |egislative measures ensuring proper control on civilian
and mlitary use. Legislation nust be in place to ensure that enforcenent
neasures to prevent excessive and destabilizing accunul ati on and transfer of



A 52/ 229

Engl i sh
Page 4
small arms and |ight weapons - including their illicit production and trade -

are effective and efficient, including nmeasures to control goods in transit and
t hose noving through free zones.

12. In addition, on 15 Decenber 1995, the General Assenbly adopted resol ution
49/75 M on neasures to curb the illicit transfer and use of conventional arns.
On 10 Decenber 1996, the Assenbly adopted resolution 51/45 N, on consolidation
of peace through practical disarmanment neasures, which was supported by EU
Finally, the Oganization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Lisbon
Summit decl aration of 3 Decenmber 1996 states that ending illegal arns supplies,
in particular to zones of conflict, would make a najor contribution not only to
regional, but also to global security.

13. The eight comon criteria of EU to be applied for arns exports adopted by

t he European Council (Luxenbourg, 28 and 29 June 1991, and Lisbon, 26 and

27 June 1992) act as a guideline for the inplenentation of national controls on
the arns trade. As regards illicit trafficking of arnms, EU menber States are
actively considering possibilities to enhance capabilities to prevent and conbat
illicit arms trafficking.

14. EU attaches great inportance to conbating the illicit transfer and use of
conventional weapons at national, regional and international |evels. EU
stresses the need for effective control measures on the transfer of conventiona
weapons and encouraging States to enact adequate national |egislation and/or
regul ations and adm nistrative procedures in order to exercise effective contro
over arns, inter alia, with the aimof preventing illicit trafficking in arns.



