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Respect for hunmanitarian and human rights | aw provi sions

in United Nations peacekeeping operations

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

Mnorities,

Affirm ng the need to respect the principles of the Charter of the

United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Internationa

Covenants on Human Ri ghts and the relevant provisions of the Geneva

Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the two Additional Protocols thereto,

Recal ling that according to common article 1 of the Geneva Conventi ons

the High Contracting Parties undertake not only to respect but also to ensure

respect of the obligations under the Conventions,

Convinced that States parties to the Geneva Conventions and the

i nternational human rights conventions are in no way relieved of their

humani tari an and human rights obligations when they put mlitary

contingents at the disposal of the United Nations,
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Gravely concerned, at incidents in the past in which such military
contingents renai ned i nactive while w tnessing grave violations of provisions
of humanitarian | aw, including acts of genocide,

Concerned also by continued allegations of violations of human rights by

United Nations contingents engaged i n peacekeepi ng operations,

1. Enphasi zes that the conduct of military contingents put at the
di sposal of the United Nations should always be in conformty with the
provi sions of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the internationa
human rights instruments;

2. Recommends that the rules of engagenment applicable to
Uni ted Nati ons peacekeepi ng operations should contain explicit references to
t hese obligati ons;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to dissemi nate the Guidelines for
United Nations Forces Regardi ng Respect for International Humanitarian Law
of 1996 drafted by the United Nations in consultation with the Internationa

Commttee of the Red Cross.



