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Annex
Views of the Governnent of the Denpcratic People's

Republic of Korea on crines conmritted by Japan agai nst
humanity, including the issue of “confort wonen”

The Governnent of Japan i s now seizing every opportunity to describe
Japan as taking a sonewhat “positive response” to the case of the “confort
wonen for the army”. The “positive response” of Japan includes the follow ng:

(i) Si ncere apol ogy of the Governnent, including a letter of apol ogy
fromthe Prime Mnister;

(ii) Government assistance to the Asian Wnen's Fund (AW);
(iii) O fering “atonenent noney” fromthe AW to the victins;
(iv) Medi cal wel fare support projects financed by the Governnent;

(v) Efforts in the educational field, etc. (see
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1997/ 5) .

O course, this response appears to be judged as a change in the attitude of
Japan conpared with the tinme when the case of the “confort wonmen for the
army” was first raised at the United Nations. However, people do not know
down to the bottomthe real notive of Japan veiled in the “changed attitude”

The international conmunity may renmenber that, at the initial stage
when the issue of “confort wonen for the army” was made public to the world
and raised at the United Nations, the Governnent of Japan showed strong
objection to it in order to shirk its responsibility, saying it was the act
of civilians.

It is also a known fact that, after it was confirnmed as a crine
conmitted by the Governnent, the Governnment of Japan strongly objected to its
di scussion at the United Nations, talking about “statutory limtation” and
“an act committed before the establishnent of the United Nations”.

Why, then, is the Governnment of Japan now beggi ng for the understanding
and i ndul gence of the international community, while nouthing about an
“apol ogy” and a “civilian fund”? It is because the crime commtted by Japan
is too clear and serious for Japan to challenge the just and above-board
demands of the international conmunity, which |oves and cherishes justice.

As acknow edged, the Japanese crine of “confort wonen for the arny” is
an atrocity agai nst humanity executed by Japan by mobilizing its State
powers. And this is a great State crine, for which a precedent cannot be
f ound.

Neverthel ess, the Governnent of Japan is trying to deceive the
i nternational comunity with cajolery and tricks and bury its past grave
crime in the black curtain of history forever, instead of recognizing its
State and |l egal responsibility for it.
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It is a nockery of human justice and consci ence that should never be
t ol er at ed.

Settling the issue of such crines conmtted by Japan in the past is a
pressing task before the international comunity in its process of
term nating, once and for all, all sorts of human rights violations,
i ncl udi ng outrageous abuses agai nst wonen and children throughout the world.

1. CQur view on the apol ogy of Japan

The Governnment of Japan has so far expressed on several occasions
sincere “apology” and “renorse” with regard to the “confort wonen for the
army” case. And it is said that, since August 1996, the Prinme Mnister has
been sending his letter along with atonenent noney fromthe “Asian Wnen's
Fund” to the former “confort wonmen for the army”, in which letter he once
agai n personally expressed “apol ogy” and “renprse” on behal f of the
Governnment. Certainly it is true that it was conveyed to sone individua
victims in the Philippines and the Republic of Korea.

However, we should correctly see the ulterior notive of Japan behind
the “letter of apology”. The Government of Japan explains that the
Prime Mnister's “letter of apol ogy” proceeds from Japan's noral
responsibility. Moral responsibility is different fromlegal responsibility.
The “confort women for the arny” case is a matter for which State | ega
responsi bility should be recognized by Japan, as it is a crinme organi zed and
commtted by the Government and Japanese arny in the past.

The victims of the “confort women for the arny” crinme, and the
Governnment s and organi zati ons concerned denmand Japan's recognition of its
| egal responsibility and an apol ogy based on it. They should be proved by
practical actions, not by a few hypocritical words.

If the Prine Mnister's “apology” is sincere, the Governnent of Japan
will be able to easily recognize its legal responsibility. And, also if that
“apol ogy” is sincere, the responsibility should be borne by the Governnent
itself, not by individual persons or a “civilian fund” such as the “Asian
Worren' s Fund”.

As long as legal responsibility is not recognized, such an apology is
not hi ng but enpty talk, even if it is nmade by the Enperor instead of the
Prime Mnister

How can we recogni ze such an apol ogy as a sincere one, in the absence
of a recognition of responsibility? Japan is trying to escape fromits |ega
responsibility while saying it is making an apology. This is just a
doubl e-faced hypocritical pose; the real intention of Japan is to negate the
past crime itself.

2. Qur view on the issue of conpensation

The Governnent of Japan is seizing every opportunity to enphasi ze that
it is providing all possible assistance to the fund-raising activities
conducted by the *“Asian Wnen's Fund” anong the people, with a viewto



E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 41
page 4

settling the conpensation issue with the fornmer “confort women for the arny”.
The Governnent of Japan explains that this is to express the atonenent of the
Japanese people for the “confort wonen for the arny”.

As nentioned above, the systemof “confort wonen for the army”,
adm ni stered and operated by the old Japanese army agai nst 200, 000 Asi an
wonen, is a grave crine of human rights violations whose brutality and
bestiality have no precedent in history, as it was planned and organi zed by
the State itself.

Therefore, the Governnent of Japan should duly recognize its |ega
responsibility in this matter and provi de conpensation on a State basis.

Not wi t hst andi ng, the Government of Japan has no scruples in shirking
its responsibility for conpensation. The “civilian fund”, called the “Asian
Worren' s Fund” is one neans by which it is doing so.

The “Asian Wonmen's Fund” is an organization of a civilian nature which
collects “donations” fromindividual Japanese people and distributes themin
part to the survivors anong the former “confort wonen for the army”.

The “civilian fund” fornmula can never solve the issue of the |ega
responsi bility of the Governnent of Japan, which constitutes a core el ement
in settling the “confort wonen for the army” case.

The basi c probl em of conpensation for the “confort wonen for the army”
is not whether the victins receive noney or not, but whether or not the
Government of Japan, as the perpetrator, nmakes conpensati on based on the
recognition of State legal responsibility.

If the “civilian fund” fornmula is applied, it neans that the Governnent
is dealing with the “civilian fund”, to which it even contributes noney.
Accordingly, it is construed that the Governnment has nothing to do in | ega
terms with the former “confort wonen for the army” or further, with the
victim zed States. And since the “civilian fund” perforns the function of
delivering to the former “confort wonen for the army” noney collected from
ordinary citizens, it is nmerely a “nmediator” and the noney is nothing but a
“charity fund” coming fromthe pockets of ordinary people. In other words,
the “civilian fund” forrmul a does not deal with the conpensation on the basis
of legal responsibility but adm nisters the matter on a noral basis in the
formof a “charity fund” or “consolatory fund”. Herein lies the cunning
trick of Japan, which is trying to shuffle off its State responsibility onto
a civilian organi zation and turn the matter of |egal responsibility into one
of charity.

Conpensation for the “confort wonen for the army” should be settled as
a part of the overall |egal procedure of thoroughly investigating and
exam ning the facts and punishing the crimnals, on the basis of the
recogni tion by the Governnent of Japan of its responsibility for violating
i nternational |aw

Ms. Radhi ka Coonmar aswany, Special Rapporteur of the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts on viol ence agai nst wonen, pointed out in her report contained in
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docunent E/CN. 4/1996/53/Add. 1 that the Governnment of Japan shoul d recognize
its responsibility under international |aw and nake State conpensation

In the light of the demand fromthe international comunity, the
“civilian fund” fornula raised by the Governnment of Japan is nothing but a
trick to show off its “philanthropisni with a small and trifling fund. And
the “civilian fund” fornula was adopted in an attenpt to cal m down ot her
demands for war-tinme conmpensation. It is a nmere artifice to hoodw nk the
“law and justice” of the international community at all costs.

3. CQur viewpoint on the enlightennent of education
and social consciousness

It is nentioned that the Governnent of Japan attaches great inportance
to hei ghtening the social consciousness of the Japanese people on the problem
of “confort wonen for the arny”, as well as to school education

However, we wi sh to consider how this problemis being discussed and
recogni zed in reality.

A high-ranking official of the CGovernnent openly described the victins
of the “confort wonen for the arny” systemas “prostitutes” and sone | oca
aut ononous bodi es have adopted a resol ution which requires that the problem
of “confort wonen for the arny” not be nmentioned in school textbooks.

Cabi net mnisters and high-ranking politicians have let fall offensive
remarks justifying and praising the past crines of Japan and the
Prime Mnister took the lead in visiting the “Yashuguni Shrine”. Such
attenpts at instigating mlitarism have been conducted in broad day.

On the other hand, Sankei Shinbun and other Japanese publications have
carried a series of articles negating the true facts about the forced
drafting of “confort wonen for the army” and the strategic propaganda has
been strengthened through the mass nmedia which are enployed in distorting the
hi storical facts.

The reality of the situation illustrates the sheer fal sehood of the
Governnent's allegation that it has devoted its efforts to making the people
understand hi story on an unbi ased basi s.

Ms. Muitsuko Mki, wife of the forner Prime Mnister, and other figures
who once sponsored the “civilian fund” advertised extensively by Japan felt
real ly di sappointed and disillusioned about acts of the Government of Japan
whi ch have been proved to be inpudent and illogical, otherw se they would not
have left the “fund” and rejected it.

Such acts of the Government of Japan comritted in defiance of the
demands and opi nions of the international conmunity, are yet further exanples
of it insulting the sense of justice and the consciousness of internationa
society, let alone the victins.
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4. Qur viewpoint on the problemof settling the past
bet ween the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea
and Japan

As a matter of fact, the grave crinmes against humanity commtted by
Japan in the past are not confined to the crine of “confort wonen for the
army”. This problemis just the tip of an iceberg.

In the past, Japan tortured and nmassacred people in groups in every
part of Asia and forced theminto slave |abour. They also committed nunerous
crimes violating human rights, as well as war crines, and even conducted the
living-body test in Unit 731 for bacteriol ogical warfare.

No words can adequately express all sufferings, including m sfortunes,
pai ns and cal amties inposed upon the Korean people during the period of nore
than 40 years under Japanese occupation

Not satisfied with the nobilization of about 200,000 Korean wonen into
mlitary sexual slavery, the Japanese inperialists forced 6 mllion young and
m ddl e- aged Korean people into slavery in the workplace and on the
battlefield, and nmassacred as many as 1 mllion innocent Korean people.

In addition, the Japanese inperialists inposed the “Japani zation of
Kor ean nanes” upon the Korean people and conducted an evil canpaign to force
t he Korean people not to use their own | anguage.

This is not all. Fromthe beginning of its occupation of Korea, Japan
ruthl essly destroyed and plundered the cultural relics handed down through
generations by our nation and robbed material of its wealth soaked in the
sweat and bl ood of our people, as well as nunerous underground resources.
They took away everything, including brass spoons and wares. There have been
robbers specialized in destruction and plunder in the world, but no such
pl under as that of Japan, which took everything, including spoons from
anot her country.

As mentioned above, Japan intentionally tried to elimnate the country
of Korea, exterm nating the Korean nation by using the nost brutal colonia
ruling nethods, unprecedented in history.

The crimes committed by Japan in Korea are too nany to be enumerated in
the provisions of present international |aws and customary | aws.

VWhenever it announces that it is taking a stand concerning the settling
of its past, the Government of Japan fails to nmention even a single word
about the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea, which suffered the severest
damage. This is because Japan is reluctant to clarify its crimes in Korea,
whi ch far surpass all the crines committed in the whole Asian region

Furthernore, Japan is not willing to clarify that it has not settled
the past with the Denpcratic People's Republic of Korea, which suffered the
severest damage, for fear that it will nean admtting that Japan's boisterous
nmout hi ng about a “sincere apology for the past” and a “contribution to the
i nternational comunity” is nerely enpty talk.
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The Governnent of Japan should not do a sloppy job in connection with
its past crimes by using so-called “nmeans”, but nust be bold and frank in
recogni zing its past crinmes, and conpensate those it has to conmpensate even
now, although it is belated.

By doing so, the Covernnent of Japan could expect trust fromthe
i nternational society.

5. Conclusion and our request

The Governnent of Japan should admit its |egal responsibility for the
mlitary sexual slavery crinmes commtted by the Japanese inperialists during
the Second World War. For against this historical background violation and
di scrim nation agai nst wonen and children are re-emergi ng even today in areas
of armed conflicts, because crimnal acts against norality, including crines
commtted by Japan, have not been fairly resolved and the crimnals not yet
puni shed.

It is clear that Japan can in no way avoid its |legal responsibility for
hei nous crines against human rights conmtted agai nst the Korean people and
all manki nd, and that Japan can never regain international trust as |ong as
it does not meke active efforts to cleanse its crimnal dishonour

We avail ourselves of this opportunity to appeal to the conscience and
justice of the international community not to assess Japan's proposal for the
“civilian fund” as a positive nove, but lend an ear to the voices of the
victinms and the Governments of the victim zed countries, and organizations
concer ned.

We appeal to the United Nations to pay attention to the past crinmes
conmitted by Japan and urge it to fulfil its legal responsibility.

We call upon once again the Governnent of Japan to apol ogi ze honestly

bef ore the Korean people and mankind for its crimes and nmake due
conpensati on.



