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Ms. Palley and M. Wissbrodt: draft resolution

1997/... Situation of human rights in Algeria

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities,

Gui ded by the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations,
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the Internati onal Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights to which Algeria is a party,

Noting, in the light of resolution 1997/22 of 11 April 1997 of the
Commi ssion on Human Rights, that Algeria is not included in the list of
countries under consideration by the Conm ssion under public procedures
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 33, annex),
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Deeply concerned by the nunerous reports froma | arge nunber of reliable

sources attesting that, regardless of human dignity, armed groups of religious
extrem sts, who act in flagrant violation of the principles of tolerance of
Islam are terrorising civilian populations in order to force themto support
their cause, by resorting, inter alia, to sumary executions, the cruelty of
whi ch adds futile suffering to the fate of innocent victins of decapitation or
throat cutting, including old people, wonmen and chil dren

Recalling its resolution 1996/20 of 29 August 1996 in which the
Sub- Commi ssion reaffirnmed its “unequivocal condemation of all acts, nethods
and practices of terrorismregardl ess of their notivation, in all its forns
and mani festati ons, wherever and by whonmever conmmitted”

Recalling also that, in its resolution 40/61 of 9 Decenber 1985, the

General Assenbly stated that it was mi ndful of the necessity of maintaining
and safeguarding the basic rights of the individual in accordance with the
rel evant human rights instrunents and generally accepted internationa

st andar ds,

Increasingly concerned, in this connection, at reports indicating that,

goi ng beyond the requirenents of the fight against terrorism violations of
human rights are being conmtted nore and nore frequently by certain sectors
of the security forces

Noting that the civilian popul ation, under constant pressure and in the
grip of terror, is forced in anguish to choose its side, is taken hostage and,
as a consequence, is exposed, whatever action it takes, to the risk of
reprisals by the different actors in the conflict,

1. Condemms with the utnopst severity the odious crinmes committed in a
par oxysm of barbarity by terrorist groups who call thenselves “Islanm sts” and
requests that international cooperation against their acconplices abroad be
i ntensified,

2. Ugently calls on the Al gerian Government to take action in

conformty with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and,
in particular, to prohibit blind anti-terrorist practices which can only be
the source of grave violations of human rights;

3. Calls with insistence on the international conmunity to break the

wal | of silence surrounding the tragedy being experienced by the Al gerian

people and to express its solidarity with them
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4, Consequently recommends to the Commi ssion on Human Rights that it

consider at its fifty-fourth session the question of the situation of human

rights in Algeria, taking into account the exceptional seriousness of that

situati on;
5. Deci des, should the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts not take this

action, to consider this question further at its fiftieth session under the

sanme agenda item



