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Japan: draft resolution

International Year of Volunteers, 2001

The Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci

Recommends to the Ceneral Assenbly the adoption of the foll ow ng draft
resol ution:
International Year of Volunteers, 2001
“The General Assenbly,

“Recalling its resolution 2659 (XXV) of 17 Decenber 1970, in
which it decided to establish within the existing framework of the
United Nations system with effect from1 January 1971, an internationa
group of volunteers, the nenbers of which should be designated
collectively and individually as United Nations Vol unteers,

“Recalling also its resolution 31/131 of 16 Decenber 1976, in

which it requested the Secretary-General and the Administrator of the
United Nations Devel opnment Programme, inter alia, to study the best ways
and nmeans to ensure the participation, to the fullest extent possible,
of youth and youth organizations in the planning and inplenmentation of

yout h programmes | aunched by the United Nations Vol unteers,
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“Recalling further its resolution 31/166 of 21 Decenber 1976, in

which it requested the Admi nistrator of the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme to develop further the activities of the United Nations
Vol unteers in the field of donestic devel opnment services,

“Recalling its resolution 40/212 of 17 Decenber 1985, in which it
recogni zed the desirability of stimulating the work of all volunteers
both in the field and in organizations - nultilateral, bilateral or
nati onal, non-governnmental or governnent-supported - and of giving
encour agenent to those volunteers, many of whom engage in vol unteer
service at considerable personal sacrifice, and inviting Governments to
observe annually, on 5 Decenber, an International Volunteer Day for
Econom ¢ and Soci al Devel opnent, and requested the Secretary-Ceneral to
continue to pronote worldw de publicity on the inportant role of
vol unt eer servi ce,

“Bearing in mnd the conclusion of the Fourth Wbrld Conference

on Women that wonen should be enabled to benefit from an ongoi ng

acqui sition of know edge and skills beyond those acquired during youth,
and that this concept of lifelong |earning includes know edge and skills
gained in formal education and training, as well as learning that occurs
in informal ways, including volunteer activity, unrenunerated work and
traditional know edge, !

“Bearing in mnd also the Declarati on and Programre of Action of

the Wrld Sunmit for Social Devel opment % and the enphasis placed on the
i nportance of new players taking initiative at the local, national and
international levels, particularly individuals and organi zati ons of
civil society, and on the need to pronote socially-useful volunteer

work, and to allocate appropriate resources to support such work,

'Report of the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wonen, Beijing,
4-15 Septenber 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 96.1V.13
(A/ CONF. 177/ 20/ Rev. 1), chap. |, resolution 1, annex IIl, para. 73).

2Report of the World Summit for Social Devel opnent. Copenhagen
6-12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 96.1V.8
(A/ CONF. 166/ 9)) .
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“Bearing in mnd decision 96/ 32 of the Executive Board of the

United Nati ons Devel opnent Progranmme/ United Nations Popul ati on Fund,
in which the Executive Board acknow edged the inportance of the
contribution made by volunteers worl dw de and expressed its support for
United Nations Volunteers efforts to pronote further vol unteer work,
“Noting the significant contribution that volunteers make in their
own countries to the inprovenent of the welfare and the realization of
the aspirations of their fellow citizens to inproved econom ¢ and socia
wel | - bei ng,
“Noting also the major achievenments of vol unteers assigned
internationally to the attai nment of the devel opnent goals of Menber
St at es,

“Noting further the assistance of United Nations Volunteers, in

particular to United Nations agencies and operations, in the fields of
soci al and economi ¢ devel opnent, humanitarian aid and the pronotion of
peace, and denocracy and respect for human rights, and above all, in
hel ping to link these efforts closely to the popul ati ons for whomt hey
are intended,

“Convinced that the need for volunteer effort is greater than
ever, given the adverse inpact of global problens such as environnenta
degradation, drug abuse and H V/ AIDS on the nore vul nerabl e sectors of
soci eties, and the contenporary trend for civil society - in partnership
with Governnment and the private sector - to assune ever greater
responsibilities in the devel opment process,

“Convinced also that a year designed to enhance the recognition

facilitation, networking, and pronotion of volunteer service, with
particul ar enmphasis upon activity at the local level, could make a
significant contribution to generating increased awareness of the
achi evenent and the further potential of volunteer service, to
encouragi ng offers of service froma greatly expanded number of

i ndi vidual s, and to channelling resources to enable the even greater
ef fectiveness of such service,

“Noting with satisfaction that the proposal for the year has

gai ned wi despread support,
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“Taking into account its resolution 35/424 of 5 Decenber 1980
and Econom ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980

concerning guidelines for international years and anniversaries,

“1. Proclaims 2001 the International Year of Volunteers;

‘2. Invites Governnments, United Nations specialized agencies and
bodi es, intergovernnental, volunteer and non-governmental organizations,
and comuni ty-based organi zations to collaborate and identify ways and
means to enhance the recognition, facilitation, networking, and
pronmoti on of volunteer service in the preparations for and observance
of the Year;

“3. Desi gnates the United Nations Vol unteers
programme/ Uni ted Nations Devel opnment Programme to act as the foca
poi nt for preparations, inplenentation and follow up of the Year within
the United Nations system and encourages the United Nations Vol unteers
to continue the process of close collaboration and partnership with
Governnents, United Nations bodies and international volunteer and
non- gover nment al organi zations, in particular, as regards preparations
for and inplenmentation for the Year

‘4. Invites policy-making organs and secretariats of specialized
agenci es, organi zations and other bodies in the United Nations systemto
consi der and to nmake special efforts to achieve the objectives of the
Year during the period 1998 to 2001, and to pursue follow up action to
the Year for the benefit of all countries and peoples in the context of
their substantive nandat es;

“5. Appeal s to Menber States as well as to other participants
in the observance of the Year to highlight 2001 as a special occasion
benefiting the peoples of the world in their quest for a better life for
all, based on the voluntary conm tnent of individuals and groups to make
avail able their tinme and share their resources and skills in favour of
those | ess advant aged;

“6. Calls for a concerted pronotional and information canpaign
on behalf of the Year at the national, regional and internationa
levels, with strong participation of the mass nedi a;

“7. Requests the Secretary-General

“(a) To take specific neasures, through all the conmunication

medi a at his disposal, particularly within the mandates of the
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Department of Public Information of the Secretariat, to give w despread
publicity to the preparations for and observance of the Year and to
di ssenminate informati on on the subject;
“(b) To report on the observance of the Year at the national
regi onal and international |evels, and to subnmit specific proposals
on the followup to the Year, including a draft plan of action, if

appropriate, to the Assenbly at its fifty-seventh session.”



