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Letter dated 11 August 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative of
Lebanon to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

Wth reference to the letter dated 30 July 1997 fromthe Chargé
d affaires a.i. of the Permanent M ssion of Israel to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral (S/1997/603) in reply to our letter
requesting that the mandate of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
shoul d be extended (S/1997/534), | should like to repeat sone observations that
| consider necessary in view of Israel's persistent flouting of the will of the
i nternational community, and its attenpts to m sl ead and decei ve public opinion

1. The tense situation currently prevailing in southern Lebanon is a result of
the Israeli occupation of part of that region. Wre it not for that occupation
sout hern Lebanon woul d be peaceful and prosperous. |In this context we nust

recall the brutal acts of aggression carried out on Lebanese territory by the
Israelis on an alnost daily basis, the bonbardnents by Israeli mlitary
aircraft, the use against civilians of proscribed weapons, the naval bl ockade of
Lebanon's sout hern coast and the i nhumane practices carried out agai nst Lebanese
citizens in the occupied area. This Mssion has steadily supplied the
Secretariat with periodic letters setting forth the dates and | ocations of such
acts of aggression.

2. The occupying forces can in no way justify their mlitary operations

agai nst Lebanon and the Lebanese people as self-defence. Acts of resistance are
a natural response to the Israeli occupation of part of Lebanese territory; they
are legitimate under the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and are
intended to liberate national territory fromforeign occupation

* A/ 52/150 and Corr. 1.
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3. The npst appropriate way to restore peace and security to southern Lebanon
is for Israel to inplement Security Council resolution 425 (1978) which calls
for Israel to withdraw forthwith its forces fromall Lebanese territory. This
sol ution enjoys international support.

4. If Israel genuinely desires peace, it nust w thdraw from Lebanese
territory, respect Lebanese sovereignty and territorial integrity withinits
internationally recogni zed boundaries and refrain fromany actions that violate
that sovereignty or hinder the return of Lebanese Governnment authority over
sout hern Lebanon.

5. Lebanon has, fromthe start, been bound by the principles informng the
peace process and the 1991 Madrid conference. |t has repeatedly called for the
i mpl ement ation of Security Council resolution 425 (1978). It has expressed its

support for the resunption of negotiations in accordance with the principle of

| and for peace as part of a conprehensive and just resolution of the Arab-
Israeli conflict, and with the participation of all parties. However, the harsh
policy pursued by the present Prime Mnister of Israel since he canme to power
has led to the halting and freezing of negotiations and constitutes an

i npedi ment to further advancenment of the peace process. The tense atnopsphere
currently prevailing in the region as a result of the Israeli Governnent's
attitudes and its attenpts to overturn everything that has been achi eved by the
peace process is the best indication as to who bears real responsibility for the
deteriorating situation in the Mddl e East.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter circul ated as a docunment
of the General Assenbly under agenda item 155 of the prelimnary list, and of
the Security Council

(Signed) Samr MOUBARAK
Anbassador
Per manent Representative



