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In the absence of M. Galuska (Czech Republic), M. Henze (CGermany),
Vice-President, took the Chair.

The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

COCRDI NATI ON,  PROGRAMVE AND OTHER QUESTI ONS (agenda item 6) ( conti nued )
(A 52/ 114-E 1997/ 46, A 52/ 115-E/ 1997/ 47)

(b)  MULTI SECTORAL COLLABORATI ON ON TOBACCO CR HEALTH ( continued )
(E/ 1997/ 62)

(d)  OOORDI NATI ON OF THE ACTI VI TIES OF THE CRGAN ZATI ONS CF THE
UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM I N THE FIELD OF ENERGY (  continued )
(A 52/ 175- E/ 1997/ 75)

(e) JO NT AND CO SPONSCRED UNI TED NATI ONS PROGRAMMVE ON HUVAN
I MMUNCDEFI O ENCY VI RUS/ ACQUI RED | MMUNCDEFI Gl ENCY  SYNDROVE
(continued) (E 1997/63)

(i) PROCLANVATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL YEARS ( continued) (E/1997/3, 11, 12,
93 and 99)

M. T.L. DAMN (Qoserver for Swaziland) said that the King of

Swazi |l and had officially recognized the pivotal role played by
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons (NG3s) in hel ping to sustain economc
devel opnent at the national and international |evels. They nust, however,
clarify their objectives and aimfor greater transparency. It was unfortunate
that those NGO which were designed to accel erate the tenpo of soci al
devel opnent and thus further the Council's mandate were not bei ng adequately
funded while, under the guise of pronoting a culture of denocracy, sone
Governnents were fundi ng NGO whose sol e purpose was to underm ne nationa
devel opnent and destabilize legitimately el ected GCovernnents. The Counci
shoul d thus nmonitor the activities of all N33 and reconsider their status, in
keeping with its resolution 1296 (XLIV).

He agreed with previous speakers in supporting the Country Strategy
Note (CSN) as a vehicle for defining and acconplishing national aspirations
for social and econom c devel opment. Not only did the CSN refl ect regi ona
and subregi onal concerns and national objectives, it also helped revitalize
the traditional institutions so vital to a nation's uni queness.

H s del egation was in favour of proclaimng the year 2000 as the
international year for the culture of peace. Wth a viewto pronoting peace
between nations in the spirit of the Charter, there nmust be a curtail nent of

the sale of destructive weapons, especially to devel oping countries; an end to
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the scranble for natural resources in the devel oping world; respect for
dignity and equal ity anongst soverei gn Menber States; protection of the nost
vul nerabl e social sectors; and accel erated pronotion of gender equality to
ensure that wormen participated fully in national policy-making by the end of
the century.

Powerful nations should stop interfering in the donestic affairs of
others and exploiting their geo-economc positions at the expense of the
sovereign dignity of others. No Menber State should facilitate efforts to
destabilize others. It was regrettable that mercenaries and hired troops had
recently been allowed to unseat Governments, especially in the devel oping
countries of Africa. |If global peace was to be ensured by the year 2000, the
Uni ted Nations nust guarantee that the policies of national Governnents were
respected by all Menber States.

Ms. WANG Xinxia (China) said that adequate energy supplies

constituted a maj or dynamc force for economc growh and the inprovenent of
l'iving standards. The sustai nabl e production, distribution and use of energy
was a conpl ex, global issue, requiring concerted international cooperation to
achi eve a conprehensive solution. United Nations systemw de coordination on
energy issues nust be enhanced to avoid duplication of initiatives by
i ndi vi dual agencies. The role of the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
shoul d be strengt hened and ot her agenci es shoul d be encouraged to cooperate
and devel op their conparative advantages. The Committee on New and Renewabl e
Sources of Energy and on Energy for Devel opnent shoul d continue to take part
in studies and di scussions on energy issues. Reviews by the Council of the
wor ki ng nmet hods of the Conmttee would help strengthen its functions.

Acqui red i munodefi ci ency syndronme (Al DS) had devel oped rapidly in
recent years, posing a considerable threat to human |ife and provoking
wi despread i nternati onal concern. Her del egation appreciated the assi stance
afforded to countries by the Joint United Nations Programme on Human
I mmunodefi ci ency Virus/ Acquired | mmunodeficiency Syndrome (UNAIDS) in creating
nati onal Theme G oups and providing core financial and technical support to
national Al DS programmes. Additional financial and technical assistance nust
be accorded to the devel oping countries to facilitate inter-country networks
and regional cooperation projects, particularly in countries already
possessing nedium to long-termprojects for the prevention and contro
of Al DS.
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The gl obal exchange and training of Al DS professionals nmust be
encouraged and public awareness of Al DS raised through the schools and the
mass nedia. The protection of wonen and children fromthe effects of the
epidemic was also a priority for which coordination between the health sector
and ot her departnents was needed. Being aware that tine was of the essence,
her Covernnent had inplemented a range of nethods at country |evel and was
willing to cooperate with the international comunity in a concerted effort to
devise a global strategy for the prevention and control of AlDS.

Her del egation al so supported the proposal that 2001 be procl ai med the
international year of volunteers, since it would provide recognition of the
work carried out by international volunteers and pronote worl dwi de awar eness.
She al so endorsed the proposal that 2000 be proclainmed the international year
of mountains in recognition of the econom c and bi ol ogi cal significance of
nount ai n ecosyst ens.

M. MAKEEV (Cbserver for Kyrgyzstan), endorsing the
recommrendations in the Secretary-Ceneral's report on progress nmade in the
i npl enentation of multisectoral collaboration on tobacco or health
(E/1997/62), said that his Governnment was maki ng concerted efforts to contro
“harnful habits” anong the popul ation. Snoking was a social evil affecting
growi ng nunbers of people, particularly young peopl e.

H s del egation supported the initiative to proclai m2001 the
international year of volunteers and thanked nenbers for their support of its
own initiative to proclaim2000 as the international year of nountains.
Mount ai ns covered a fifth of the earth's |land nass and were honme to at | east
10 per cent of the world s population. An even greater proportion of the
worl d's popul ati on nade use of mountain resources such as water.

It was no coincidence that, of the 48 arned conflicts in the world
in 1995, 26 had occurred in nmountainous regions. An inadequacy of water and
ot her natural resources only exacerbated poverty and led to ethnic conflict.
Mount ai ns were particularly prone to ecol ogi cal disasters such as eart hquakes
and aval anches, which resulted in the | oss of thousands of |ives each year and
devastated | ocal economes. Muntain areas al so had trenendous potential for
tourism

Mount ai ns covered over 90 per cent of his country's territory and forned

an essential part of the central Asian ecosystem Al too often, Governnents
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were faced with the need to rectify the consequences of past m stakes.
United Nations assistance with drafting effective |egislation and policies for
protecting nountai n resources woul d be nuch appreci at ed.

Ms. MNISH (Jarmmica) said that, at a tine of continued financial
stringency, volunteer work was playing an increasingly significant role in
del i vering much- needed assi stance to the devel oping countries. As a
beneficiary of the volunteer efforts of several volunteer organizations,
Janaica could testify to their effectiveness. |In partnership with the
Covernnent and the private sector at both |ocal and national |evels
volunteers had contributed to poverty eradication, to health, education, the
environnent and disaster relief, fostering capacity-building at all |evels.

The procl amati on of 2001 as the international year of volunteers woul d

enabl e the international comunity to pay tribute to the invaluable
contributions of the men and wonen who worked tirelessly and selflessly, often
i n dangerous situations, and whose work all too often went unnoticed. Her
del egation had thus beconme a sponsor of the draft resolution before the
Counci | (E/1997/L.24).

M. ACEMAH (Uganda), welcomng the report of the Executive
Director of UNAIDS (E/ 1997/63), said that his Governnent was encouraged by the
positive devel opnents in the gl obal struggle against the epidemc. It had
been waging a relentl ess struggl e agai nst H V/ AIDS over the past decade
through the Mnistry of Health and the Uganda A ds Comm ssion, and woul d
continue to share tools and strategies with other countries. A globa
epi dem ¢ denmanded a gl obal response, hence the inportance of the
Secretary-CGeneral 's advocacy role for raising global awareness of H V/ Al DS.

UNAI DS nust continue to conduct research into the economc, social and

political causes and consequences of the epidemc, since know edge was a
power ful weapon. The Council should discuss the issue during its high-Ievel
segnent in 1998, with a viewto providing clear policy guidance to UNAIDS. It
was to be hoped that the Programre would be all ocated increased resources to
enable it to expand the United Nations system s response at the national
regional and international |evels.

M. IBRAHM (Milaysia) said his Governnent supported the
procl amati on of both the international year of mobuntains and the international

year of volunteers. In Milaysia, volunteer workers made a vital contribution
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in many fields. They expected no rewards and their only return was the joy of
bei ng useful. The international year of volunteers would provide the
opportunity for the world to express its appreciation of their work at a tine
when econom ¢ advancenent risked eroding cultures of sharing and caring.

Vol unt eer work was founded on the phil osophy that people everywhere were
entitled to justice and equal opportunities.

M. DAKA (Zanbia), comrending the Secretariat on its well-prepared
report on HV/ AIDS (E/ 1997/ 63), wel comed the approach bei ng adopted by the
United Nations system and called for greater advocacy on the part of the
Secretary-General to help raise global awareness of the dangers of the
epidemic. The conplex and | ong-term chal |l enge of H V/ AIDS required an
expanded response. Direct health interventions concerning the i nmedi ate
aspects of AIDS prevention and care nust thus be intensified, and innovative
action undertaken to address the broader context of the epidemc, including
its soci o-econom ¢ causes and consequences.

It was at country level that UNAIDS had an inpact on ordinary people
hence the need for a focus on national capacity-building for a nmultisectora
response to HV/AIDS. The international best practice approach had proved
effective and shoul d be encouraged.

In Zanbi a, UNAI DS operated through the existing resident coordinator
system An inter-agency Thene Goup with the participation of government
representatives was regul arly convened to anal yse and exchange i nfornati on,
provi de advocacy, support the representati on of NG and foster joint action
and coordination. A Coordination Commttee on H V/ AIDS, conprising
representatives of the Governnment, the United Nations, donors and NG&3s, had
been established to identify the financial, naterial and human resources
required to mtigate the inpact of the virus. The Commttee al so sought to
conduct a policy dialogue with interested parties, to maximze the utilization
of limted resources, to avoid overlap and ensure that all interventions
hel ped mtigate the epidemc and to resolve any conflicts

There must be increased all ocation of resources to support H V/ Al DS
activities in those countries nost affected or threatened by the epidemc.
Efforts to increase nuinstream ng of HV/ AIDS by rel evant bodi es of the
Uni ted Nations system shoul d be encouraged, as should the placenent of the

i ssue on the devel opment agenda at the national, regional and global |evels.
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H s del egation supported the proposal to proclaim2001 the internationa
years of volunteers, since it would further the objectives of the vol unteers
engaged i n humani tarian, social and devel opnment activities throughout the
world. The vol unteer novenent, which had contributed significantly to
i nternational cooperation for devel opment, focused on supporting devel oprent
efforts with a strong sense of |ocal ownership. The work of the
United Nations Volunteers (UNV) was highly appreciated in Africa and it was to
be hoped that it would continue to receive the necessary financial and
political support.

M. JOKONYA (Cbserver for Zi nbabwe) said that, since the 1992
Uni ted Nations Conference on Environment and Devel oprnent, energy had energed
as a priority issue because it was one of the key factors in furthering
sust ai nabl e devel opment. The utilization of clean, safe and
environnental ly-friendly technol ogies for its production should be encouraged,
and he shared the Secretary-General's concern that current energy prices
favoured the devel opment and use of conventional energy sources over renewable
ones (E/ 1997/75, para. 9).

Zi nbabwe, as Chairman of the Wirld Sol ar Comm ssion, had actively
supported the UNESCO initiative on the world solar process, which sought to
popul ari ze the use of solar energy in urban and rural areas. It was inportant
that the solar process should be supported by adequate financing and his
del egation thus wel comed inter-agency coordination and cooperation in the
field of energy, while regretting that the Secretary-General's report had not
i nked the nobilization of financial resources to the work of the inter-agency
task force

H s del egation supported the idea of a high-level discussion on energy
and proposed that, in looking into the possibility of such a high-Ileve
session, the Secretary-CGeneral should work in close collaboration with the
regi onal conm ssions as well as other bodies of the United Nations system
The high-1evel discussion should take into account the existing initiatives
and should call for further research into the devel opnent, application and
transfer of clean and efficient technol ogy.

H s del egation woul d support the proposed draft resolutions on the
international year for the culture of peace and the international year of

vol unt eers.
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Ms. LUHULIMA (I ndonesia) endorsed the proposal that 2001 be
procl aimed the international year of volunteers which woul d, she hoped, be
adopt ed by consensus. Its adoption would give the international community an
opportunity to recogni ze and pay tribute to all those who worked tirel essly
for the well-being of the poor and the narginalized around the worl d.

I ndonesia with its vast popul ati on, nost of whomlived in rural and
renote areas, was fully aware of the inportance of volunteerism Nationa
focal points had been established to encourage and coodi nate vol unteer
activities and nore than 100, 000 | ndonesians were currently working as
vol unteers at home and abroad. Such gl obal probl ens as environnenta
degradation, drug abuse and H V/ AIDS, nmade the need for voluntary efforts
greater than ever.

On the question of the coordination of policy and programm ng frameworks
for nore effective devel opnent cooperation, she said that her del egation
attached inportance to the report of the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU), referred
toin the note by the Secretary-Ceneral (E 1997/47) and agreed with sone of
its recommendati ons. However, since the topic was closely linked to the issue
of reform the Council should adopt a cautious approach to the recommendati ons
as a whol e.

M. PEDROSO QUESTA (CQuba) said that, while the note by the

Secretary-CGeneral conveying the comrents of the Adm nistrative Conmttee on
Coordi nation (ACC) on the report of the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU)

(E/ 1997/ 47) contained a nunber of interesting recomrendations, he felt that it
woul d be premature for the Council to take note of it inmmediately, and
suggested that it should be postponed until the resumed session. H's

del egation woul d be prepared to take note of the JIU report itself, and
regretted that it was not yet avail abl e.

The recommendations regarding the future of the Tobacco or Health
Programe (E/ 1997/62, para. 56) referred to the possible establishnent of a
voluntary trust fund to finance the main activities of the United Nations
system focal point. He wondered whether such a suggestion was appropriate
seeing that the General Assenbly had al ready earnarked resources for the
Programme. H s del egation had taken note of the resolution of the
forty-eighth Wrld Health Assenbly concerning an international strategy for

t obacco control (annex |I) and woul d comment upon it in due course
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Ms. NAIKER (South Africa) said that her Covernment was strongly
conmtted to inplenenting appropriate national policies and supporting
international efforts with regard to tobacco, since it was estinated that
snoki ng-rel ated di seases killed sone 25,000 South Africans a year. |t was
particul arly appreciative of the contribution of FAO and the Wrld Bank to
international efforts to decrease demand and supply, and strongly supported
the proposal to draw up an international framework convention for tobacco
control

Her Covernnent's new energy policy was based on equity, econony,
environnent and efficiency. It dealt with issues ranging from conmercia
energy consunption in industry, mning and comrerce to the provision of energy
to previously disadvantaged and rural areas. |Integrated energy planning posed
enormous chal l enges to all countries, and her del egati on wel coned t he
reference in the Secretary-Ceneral's report (E/ 1997/75) on possibilities of
strengt heni ng coordi nati on of the United Nations systemin the field of energy
to the desirability of developing a reference framework for the energy-rel ated
activities of the systembased on a common under st andi ng of a sustainabl e
energy future.

Her Covernnent was al so conmitted to seeking solutions to the probl em of
H V/ AIDS and agreed with the statenment in the UNAI DS Executive Director's
report that efforts to address the chall enges posed by the epidem c nust take
into account the broader issues involved (E/ 1997/63, para. 13).

Her del egation supported the proposal that 2000 be proclainmed the
international year for the culture of peace and had becone a sponsor of the
draft resolution on the proclanmati on of 2001 as the international year of
vol unteers (E/ 1997/L. 24).

M. KAABACH (Tunisia) said that his Governnent, which was

seriously considering the adoption of stringent |egislation to prohibit
smoking in public places and was al ready wagi ng a wi de-rangi hg canmpaign to
convi nce young peopl e of the harnful effects of snoking, considered that the
future of the Tobacco or Health Programme woul d denand a m ninal |evel of
resources if the United Nations systemwas to respond effectively to all the
new requests for action on the issues discussed in the report (E 1997/62).

H s del egation had becone a sponsor of the draft resolution on the

procl amati on of 2001 as the international year of volunteers, which would
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constitute an appropriate recognition by the international community of the
val ue of the devoted work performed by thousands of volunteers throughout the
worl d, and supported the proposal that 2000 be procl ai nmed the internationa
year for the culture of peace. It was studying the proposal that 2000 should
al so be designated the international year of thanksgiving and would make its
position known in due course. It agreed with the del egation of Canada,
however, regarding the need to ensure that the proclanmation of internationa
years did not lead to additional expenditure by the United Nations.

Ms. KRISHNA (India) said that her delegation had read with
interest the comments by ACC (E/ 1997/ 46) on the wi de range of recommendati ons
on operational activities inthe JIUreport. It agreed that many of the
reconmendat i ons touched on conpl ex issues having far-reaching inplications and
thought that far greater intergovernnental exam nation and di scussion was
requi red before a consensus coul d energe on those issues. The Council shoul d
proceed with caution and engage i n nore extensive intergovernmenta
di scussions before providing any gui dance on the recommendati ons.

M. CHOMHURY (Bangl adesh) said that the presentation of the

report on multisectoral collaboration on tobacco or health (E 1997/62) had
been very useful. The report contained a nunber of concl usions and
recomrendati ons, one of themw th regard to the possibility of a voluntary
trust fund to finance the nain activities of the United Nati ons systemfoca
point. It mght be worthwhile for the Council to pursue that suggestion and
his del egati on woul d subnit a draft decision to that effect in due course.

H s del egation shared the concern expressed with regard to ACC comment s
on the JIU reports on coordination of policy and programm ng frameworks for
nore effective devel opnent cooperation (E/ 1997/47) and the financial resources
allocated by the United Nations systemto NGO activities (E/ 1997/46). The
Counci| needed nore time to exam ne the recomrendati ons in those reports
bef ore taking note of them

H s del egation woul d become a sponsor of the draft resolutions on the
procl amati on of 2000 as the international year for the culture of peace, the
procl amati on of 2000 as the international year of thanksgiving, and the

procl amati on of 2001 as the international year of volunteers
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Bei ng wel | aware of Council resolution 1980/67 on the proclanmation of
international years and anniversaries, his delegation would followits
gui del i nes when submtting a proposal to the Council at its next session that
2005 be proclainmed the international year of mcro-credit.

Ms. GALER (United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)) said that
UNI CEF had been worki ng throughout the past year to respond to the gl oba
epidem c of HV/ AIDS by engaging in joint planning, information-sharing and
i nproved coordination at the gl obal, regional and country levels with the
ot her sponsors of UNAIDS. Jointly funded positions had strengthened the
capacity of both UNICEF and the Programme, hel ping to ensure that H WV A DS
activities were mainstreanmed into traditional programming areas. The
Programe had hel ped to accelerate the HV/ AIDS activities of UNICEF in
1996- 1997 by providing “seed” funds fromits core budget and the budget of the
i nter-agency working groups.

UNI CEF woul d play an active role in support of the canpaign for Wrld
Al DS Day and woul d nobilize commrunications activities by focusing its
programmng efforts on the response to such issues as the rising nunber of
orphans and the increasing nunber of street children. It had also been active
i n devel opi ng proposal s for consideration in the Coordi nated Appeal process.
It was working closely with the Progranme to devel op guidelines for voluntary
and confidential counselling and testing for both wonen and nen and had
subnmitted project proposals on testing for consideration in respect of the
1998/ 99 Coordi nat ed Appeal

Wth regard to HV and breastfeeding, UNCEF continued to advocate
national solutions that best served the needs of wonen and children. An
interimstatement on HV and infant feeding had been distributed to all field
offices and UNI CEF was working closely with its partners to ensure that
adequate inforrmation was identified and di ssem nat ed.

At the regional level, several projects had been initiated in
col l aboration with the other sponsors and, at the country |evel, UN CEF pl ayed
an active role in the devel opnent and accel erati on of Theme Goup activities.
It was committed to hel ping the Thene G oups to nove from basic

informati on-sharing to joint initiatives at the country |evel



E/ 1997/ SR 26
page 12

Mich progress had been made in joint planning and coordi nated activities
since the start of 1996. Though rmany chal | enges still existed, the mechani sns
needed to nove forward already existed within the United Nations system
i ncl udi ng the inter-agency working groups and the Coordi nated Appeal process.

Ms. OOQUSTE (International Association for Volunteers Effort) said
that she was speaki ng on behal f of hundreds of thousands of vol unteers who
gave their skills and energies freely every day in all parts of the world to
build a better life for their coomunities. Their work was inspired by a
vision of a better world to be achieved by the preservati on of natural and
cultural wealth and the pronotion of peace and goodw || through a joint
struggl e against social ills. Volunteer work was also a first step to
sel f-know edge and traini ng whereby people learnt to play an active part in
the life of their communities. By proclaimnmng 2001 the international year of
volunteers, the United Nations woul d recogni ze the contribution that
vol unteers had al ready nade to such special topics as the elderly, the
handi capped, human rights and the environment. For nany countries
vol unteeri smwas the key to sustai ned econom c and soci al devel opment and to
denocr acy.

Her organi zation was prepared to cooperate to the full with all bodies
of the United Nations systemto ensure maxi numpublicity for the internationa
year. It intended to hold its biennial Wrld Conference at the begi nni ng of
2001 and to conclude the year with regi onal conferences on each continent and
woul d work in partnership with its menbers to increase the nunber of new

vol unt eers t hroughout the worl d.

The neeting rose at 4.30 p.m




